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World

Ukraine election turmoil: Ukraine’s
leader attempted to ease fears he might
hinder a repeat of the fraud-ridden presi-
dential runoff, pledging Monday to honor
the Supreme Court’s call for a repeat vote.
Outgoing  President
Leonid Kuchma’s com-
ments, delivered at a
meeting of economic
ministers, were his first
public reaction to Fri-
day’s court decision.

“I am ready for fur-
ther steps to ease the
absolutely ~ baseless
tension in society,”
Kuchma said. He pro-
posed parliament con-
sider introducing
changes in the elector-
al law and the constitution.

Kuchma

North Korea nuclear weapons: The U.S.
envoy to six-nation talks on North Korea’s ni
clear weapons programs will visit South
Korea this week in efforts to revive the
stalled negotiations, officials said Monday.

Joseph DeTrani is scheduled to meet his
counterpart, Cho Tae-yong, chief of Seoul’s
task force for the nuclear dispute, during a
two-day visit starting Wednesday.

Army depot standoff: A French soldier
who locked himself in an explosives depot
and threatened to blow it up surrendered
Monday, ending a three-day standoff, the Inte-
rior Ministry said.

Officials said Regis Le Tohic, a 46-year-old
warrant officer and explosives expert, had
been angry about being forced to retire.

Le Tohic, who worked at the facility about
60 miles east of Paris, seized control of the
depot Friday, officials said.

Col. Patrick Chanliau, an army spokesman,
said officials had found a letter outside the
depot from Le Tohic demanding that the
army reconsider his request for a promotion
that could have prolonged his career.

War on terrorism

Alleged plot against Allawi: Authorities
searched a building in Berlin on Monday
while investigating an alleged plot to attack
Iragi Prime Minister Ayad Allawi during his
visit last week.

A judge in Karlsruhe, Germany, issued an
official arrest warrant Saturday for three Ira-
gis accused of belonging to Ansar al-Islam, a
group that has mounted attacks on U.S. and al-
Tied forces in Iraq since last year’s invasion.

Church abuse settlement: A parishioner hugs Roman Catholic Diocese of Orange Bishop Tod
D. Brown after Mass on Sunday at Holy Family Cathedral Church in Orange, Calif. Brown

told parishioners he can finally sleep through the ni;
by agreeing to the nation’s largest settlement for
ent, expected to be finalized this week, will be paid by the church and

$100 million settles

ht now that he has ended a legal battle
s of sexual abuse by clergy. The

its insurers to 87 victims. “The victims will be fairly compensated and, at the same time, our
diocese will be able to continue our mission of service,” he said.

They had been detained Friday after sur-
veillance investigators noticed suspicious
movements suggesting they planned to attack
Allawi during his visit, prosecutors said.

States

Robert Blake murder trial: In Los Ange-
les, opening statements in actor Robert
Blake’s murder trial were delayed Monday
for two weeks because of the theft of his de-
fense attorney’s comput

Attorney M. Gerald bchwarlzbach told the
court that he would need more time to pre-
pare because he lost materials in the comput-
er taken in a burglary from his home.

Superior Court Judge Darlene Schempp
granted a delay until Dec. 20 and questioned
Jjurors individually about whether it would in-
fluence them during the trial. All of them re-
turned to their seats.

Mother charged in baby's death: The step-
father of a Plano, Texas, woman charged with
murder after allegedly severing her
10-month-old daughter’s arms said he be-
lieves she was d by a

Mick Macaulay said he believes Dena
Schlosser was mentally ill. He added, howev-
er, that he also thinks the teachings of Doyle
Davidson played a role.

“I don’t think there’s
any question that what
we saw happen here is
postpartum psychosis,”
Macaulay said. “But
that doesn’t mean there
aren’t dynamics in force
to push the person to-
ward the psychotic
break.”

Davidson says he’s
had little interaction
with Schlosser since she
began attending his church in 2002.

Schlosser

Slain Utah wife: The family of a Utah mur-
der victim has removed her married surname
from her grave’s headstone after her husband
was charged with killing her.

Lori Hacking’s headstone now reads “Lori
Kay Soares” — her maiden name. Mark Hack-
ing has pleaded not guilty to first-degree mur-
der and his trial is set to begin April 18.

self-described prophet and his church.

Stories and photos from wire services
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Navy moves toward network simplification

ONE-NET will allow naval personnel to use the same e-mail domain

BY GREG TYLER
Stars and Stripes

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan
— The Navy’s worldwide commu-
nications — including between in-
dividual sailors — are about to be-
come simpler, swifter and more
secure, Navy officials predict.

That’s because ONE-NET —
the Outside Continental United
States-Navy Enterprise Network
— now is taking shape in the Pa-
cific and elsewhere, said Lt.
Cmdr. Ralph Roe, detachment of-
ficer of Sasebo’s Space and Naval
Warfare Systems Command, or
SPAWAR.

Among ONE-NET’s advantag-
es: Making communicating by
e-mail easier by letting everyone
on a facility use the same e-mail
domain and global address book.

The new network already is in

of the mini-networks at bases
from London to Guam and should
be operating in the Pacific by Sep-
tember 2007, a recent Navy news
report stated.

“It is very similar to what’s
been done with the Navy/Marine
Corps Intranet stateside, and the
IT-21 network that serves the
ships,” Roe said. “ONE-NET will

. create a centralized network at
each base for all the command
and tenant commands. Right
now, even here in Sasebo, we
have as many as nine different
LANs” (local area networks) —
navy.mil, pac.odedodea.edu and
nhyoko.med.navy.mil, among oth-
ers. The idea, he said, is to simpli-
fy all that.

When completed, the new
ONE-NET potentially would af-
fect more than 41,000 users
across three distinct theaters: Eu-
rope, the Middle East and the Far

“Networking technicians start-
ed work on a Base Level Informa-
tion Infrastructure, or BLII,
which is providing some of the
same features that ONE-NET sup-
ports,” Roe said.

“That's why you see more and
more use of the ‘sasebo.navy.mil’
domain. ONE-NET will do much
the same thing but will include
the entire base and be done at
each base. And SPAWAR will pro-
vide the project’s oversight.”

Other benefits, Roe said, in-
clude employing a single “pipe”
for all official Internet users on
the bases, which translates into
more bandwidth (speed) at net-
work user levels. The higher the
bandwidth, the more data that
can be transmitted in the same
amount of time. It's comparable
to the amount of water flowing in
a massive river instead of a

ONE-NET also will centralize
data and e-mail management,
Roe said, “thereby reducing the

More local stories

on Page 10

burden on
to have extensive IT expertise.”

For the Europe and the Far
East theaters, much of the infra-
structure is in place, Eric Mark-
land, a consultant to the Navy on
the ONE-NET project, stated in
the news report.

Those theaters “will transition
in various stages over the next 12
months. We expect to start re-
freshing the first one-third of all
PCs with brand new workstations
in the new year. We're on a
three-year schedule — that is,
after  three  years, every
ONE-NET user will have a new
PC, then we start over again,”
Markland stated in the report.

Consolidating overseas comput-
er networks under one central op-
erations center also will boost se-

provide

and information security services
to everyone on the network. In
the past, commands have set up
their own networks and connec-
tions without security services
such as firewalls.”

And ONE-NET should make
staying in touch easier. Maintain-
ing contact with colleagues can
be difficult “since those of us in
the Navy tend to move Some-
where else every few years,” Roe
said. “This will make it much easi-
erto find the current correct loca-
tion and e-mail address of those
contacts.”

So far, only Naval Support Ac-
tivity Bahrain has been 100 per-
cent converted to ONE-NET, the
report noted.

the early stages of replacing most ~ East.

branch of that river.

curity, Roe said. “ONE-NET will

E-mail Greg Tyler at
tylerg@pstripes.osd.mil

Blue Ridge’s
head cook
served with
many honors

Culinary specialist who
fed the Clintons expands
his skills as Navy chef

BY JULIANA GITTLER
Stars and Stripes

Petty Officer 1st Class Jonathan C. Vil-
lanueva can tell you what foods the Clin-
tons eat for dinner.

He’s fed the prime ministers of England,
Israel and Brazil as well as public and pri-
vate dignitaries, stumbling upon the di-
etary restrictions of Apple cofounder Steve
Jobs, a vegan.

As the former presidential chef at Camp
David, Md., Villanueva brings a great
menu of skills to his current job, leading
petty officer for the Flag Mess aboard USS
Blue Ridge.

“It was a very demanding job,” he re-
called of cooking at Camp David, the presi-
dential retreat. “You really had to know
what vou were doing. There’s no room for
erro;

He leamed mealtime had to adapt to the
president’s chaotic schedule and if dinner
were delayed long enough, the cooks
‘would dump the old dinner and start anew.

After four years with the president, the
culinary specialist moved on, landing in
2000 on the shores of Yokosuka to serve in
the Flag Mess, where he feeds and serves
the commander of the 7th Fleet and his
staff— a much easier endeavor by compar-
ison, he noted.

The 31-year-old from Hawaii arrived at
atime of flux, when ship’s staff was updat-
ing the mess — refurbishing the dining
room, augmenting menus and even chang-
ing the uniforms worn by the staff.

“The admiral wanted the 7th Fleet to
shine,” Villanueva recalled.

JULIANA GITTLER/Stars and Stripes

Petty Officer 1st Class Jonathan Villanueva, a culinary specialist aboard the USS Blue
Ridge, is the leading petty officer for the Flag Mess — the admiral’s dining area.

He helped create new menus, adding
Mediterranean and fusion styles.

To improve his skills, Villanueva this
summer attended a Thai cooking institute,
which taught him 285 essential Thai reci-
pes and earned him the title of Certified
Chef de Cuisine in Thai cooking.

He learned about the program after
‘meeting the Thai Chefs Association’s presi-
dent, whom Villanueva invited for a tour of
&he Blue Ridge on a stop in Thailand in

Thal mentor also nominated Villanueva
for a world-class culinary honor, and last
month, he learned he was knighted a Chef
des Rotisseur by Chaine des Rotisseurs, a
medieval-era French culinary association.

“T was speechless,” he said.

The honor attests his abilities preparing
food, managing flavor — and a Kitchen.
“You have to know what you're doing,” he

said.

When Villanueva joined the Navy, he
didn’t plan to cook. He chose the job since
it offered a less-onerous work schedule
than some shipboard jobs and gave a great
perk: free food.

As an undesignated sailor living in San
Diego, eating out could eat up his budget.
Mess specialists, as they were called, at
least had good grub.

He began as an attendant, washing dish-

He learned under a tough chief petty of-
ficer, who once gave him the task of per-
fecting potato garnishes, on his own.

“He just sat me down with a whole bag
of potatoes.”

Cooking came naturally to Villanueva.
Growing up, his family usually ate at
home, enjoying his mother’s cooking. In
Hawaii he learned about foods from
around Asia, which would have a long-last-
ing effect on his culinary pursuits.

Villanueva said he still enjoys cooking
after a decade as a Navy chef, and adds
that it has had a positive influence in his
life.

“When you learn how to bake you be-
come very patient,” he said.

Especially on a ship with hundreds rely-
ing on him. “It comes out right or you don’t
sleep.”

His career and accomplishments have in-
stilled a work ethic he believes helps him
succeed in the hottest of kitchens.

He was nominated to work at Camp
David by his superiors because of that
work ethic — after becoming junior sailor
of the year in 1994 of his Destroyer Squad-
ron in San Diego, earning a Navy Achieve-
ment Medal.

“I believe hard work pays off in the long
run,” he added. “Especially when you
think no one is watching you.”

“Il 's almost like starting in a .
he said.

E-mail Juliana Gittler at:
gittlerj@pstripes.osd.mil

Second strong
quake in 8 days
rattles Japan

The Associated Press

TOKYO — A strong earthquake
shook northern Japan late Monday,
prompting authorities to briefly warn of
a threat of a small tsunami wave along
the country’s northeastern shore. There
‘were no immediate reports of damage
or injuries.

Japan’s Meteorological Agency said
the magnitude-7.0 quake, which struck
off the coast of Japan’s northernmost
main island of Hokkaido at 11:15 p.m.,
was centered about 31 miles beneath
the ocean floor.

The agency quickly issued a tsunami
‘warning for the eastern shores of Hok-
kaido’s Pacific coastal area, instructing
residents to flee to higher ground and
avoid ports and coasts. Tsunami are po-
tentially dangerous waves triggered by
seismic or volcanic activity.

The agency had forecast that a wave
up to 20 inches tall was headed for
Kushiro, Nemuro, Akkeshi and other cit-
ies. Less than an hour later, however,
the warning was lifted, after the agency
determined that any waves were unlike-
ly to cause damage.

It wasn't clear if the waves had
reached Japan’s shore.

Public broadcaster NHK showed foot-
age of an office in Nemuro city, about
556 miles northwest of Tokyo, shaking
for about 30 seconds.

In nearby Akkeshi, where the tem-
blor hit hardest, some residents report-
ed items falling off shelves, said town of-
ficial Masayasu Tanabe.

Police said there were no immediate
reports of damage or injuries.

ain services in eastern Hokkaido
were immediately suspended for safety
inspections, and homes in some areas
lost power, NHK said.

Monday’s quake was the second siz-
able one to strike Hokkaido in the past
week. On Nov. 29, a powerful earth-
quake with a preliminary magnitude of
7.1 struck Hokkaido, injuring 24 people,
swaying buildings and triggering a
small tsunami wave that reached the
shore.
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Canyon ambush causes confusion, firefight

With Tillman’s platoon divided, the repair convoy comes under attack, creating chaos

BY STEVE COLL
The Washington Post

In part one, Spc. Pat Tillman’s
platoon was divided in half in Af-
ghanistan. Serial One, which in-
cluded Tillman and platoon com-
mander Lt. David Uthlaut, was
headed toward their objective,
the village of Manah. Serial Two,
led by Sgt. Greg Baker and includ-
ing Tillman’s younger brother
Kevin, was transporting a dis-
abled Humvee to the highway for
repairs.

gt. Greg Baker, a young
and slightly built Ranger
nearing the end of his en-
listment, commanded the
heaviest-armed vehicle in Serial
Two, just behind the jinga tow
truck. Baker’s men wielded the
platoon’s only .S0-caliber ma-
chine gun, plus an M-240B ma-
chine gun, an M-249 squad auto-
matic weapon and three M-4 car-
bines. Baker’s truck would do the
heaviest shooting if there were
any attack. Two of his gunners
had never seen combat before.

Baker declined to comment for
these articles. A second gunner in
his vehicle, Trevor Alders, also
declined to discuss the incident.

evin Tillman also was as-
signed to Serial Two. He manned

an MK19 gun in the trailing vehi-
cle, well behind Baker.

Pat Tillman's serial, with Uth-
laut in command, soon turned
into a steep and narrow canyon,
passed through safely and ap-
proached Manah as planned.

Behind them, Serial Two brief-
ly started down a different road,
then stopped. The Afghan tow
truck driver said he couldn’t navi-
gate the pitted road. He suggest-

Pat Tillman Sr., father of Pat Tillman, speaks during a memorial service for Cpl. Tillman in San Jose, Calif.,
oon May 3. Tillman was killed during a reaction to an ambush that resulted in friendly fire while serving in

Afghanistan in April.

its narrowest. “I noticed rocks fall-
mg,” he recalled in a statement,

“then I saw the second and
lhlrd mortar rounds hit.” He
could hear, too, the rattle of
enemy small-arms fire.

It was not a bomb — it was an
ambush.They were trapped in the
worst possible place: the kill zone
of an ambush. Baker and his men
had dismounted their vehicles.
Worse, when they scrambled
back and tried to move, they dis-
covered that the lumbering Af-
ghan tow truck in their serial was
stalled, blocking their exit.

Baker “ran

ed they turn up and
around and P " bbed” th
follow  the &k [ remember not B driver
same route s 77 ’ d his Af-
that Serial liking [Tillman’s] g8 S &
ne a T 17 TUS, reter  and
wken. Afer  POSition. Lhad just  Beer S
Serial - Two seen a red tracer in the truck
passed and started to
the come up over us ... move,” as he

group ~ could o A recalled. He
circle around  2phich immediately — fired up the

canyon walls

nated _ high- struck me as being  until he ran
way. erial it of -
Twos leader, @ M240 tracer. .. At igon
the late . .
sorgeants - that time the issue e b
agreed of friendly fire the tow truck,
miestion began turning over s, velide
g;gﬂeege “‘;113 in my mind. 9y gll:el? t}we tmg
ick stoppe
about this An unidentified Army again, Bgier
cl e in il shouted at his
o Ranger near Tillman  Shouec at his
At 634 at his time of death move around
p.m.  Serial

‘Two, with about 17 Rangers in six
vehicles, entered the narrow can-
yon that Serial One had just left.
When he heard the first explo-
sion, the platoon sergeant thought
one of his vehicles had struck a
land mine or a roadside bomb.
They had been in the canyon
only a minute. In his machine
gun-laden truck, Greg Baker also
thought somebody had hit a mine.
He and his men jumped out of
their vehicle. Baker looked up at
the sheer canyon walls. The can-
yon was five to 10 yards across at

Finally freed, Bakers heavily
armed Humvee raced out of the
ambush canyon, its machine guns
pounding

Ahead of Lhem parked outside
a small village near Manah, Uth-
laut heard an explosion. From his
position he “could not see the
enemy or make an adequate as-
sessment of the situation,” so he
ordered his men to move toward
the firing.

Uthlaut designated Pat Tillman
as one of three fire team leaders
and ordered him to join other

Rangers “to press the fight.”

tried to raise Serial
Two on his radio. But he couldn’t
get through — the high canyon
walls blocked radio signals.

Tillman moved down the slope
with other Rangers and “into a po-
sition where he could engage the
enemy,” the sergeant recalled.
‘With Tillman were a young Rang-
er and a bearded Afghan militia
fighter who was part of the 2nd
Platoon’s traveling party.

A Ranger nearby watched
Tillman take cover. “T remember
not liking his position,” he re-
called. “I had just seen a red trac-
er come up over us ... which im-
mediately struck me as being a
M240 tracer. ... At that time the
issue of friendly fire began turn-
ing over in my mind.”

Several of Serial Two’s Rang-
ers said later that as they shot
their way out of the canyon, they
had no idea where their com-
rades in Serial One might be.

As they pulled alongside the
ridge, the gunners poured a bar-
rage of hundreds of rounds into
the area Tillman and other mem-
bers of Serial One had taken up
positions, Army investigators
later concluded.

Yet not everyone in Baker's
convoy was confused. The driver
of Baker’s vehicle or the one be-
hind him — the records are not
clear — pulled free of the ambush
canyon and quickly recognized
the parked U.S. Army vehicles of
Serial One ahead of him.

The driver shouted twice: “We
have fnendhes on top!” Then he
screamed “No!” Then he yelled
several more times to cease flre
he recalled. “No one heard me.”

Up on the ridge, Tillman and
Rangers around him began to
wave their arms and shout. But
they only attracted more fire

from Baker’s vehicle.
“They couldn’t hear us,” re-
called the soldier nearest

Tillman. Then Tillman “came up
with the idea to let a smoke gre-
nade go.” As its thick smoke un-
furled, “this stopped the friendly
contact for a few moments,” the
er re
Suddenly he saw the attacking

Humvee move into “a better posi-
tion to fire on us.” He heard a
new machine gun burst and hit
the ground, praying, as Pat
Tillman fell.

now Baker’s truck had
pulled past the ridge and had
come into plain sight of Serial
One’s U.S. vehicles. In the village
behind Tillman’s ridge, Uthlaut
and his radio operator had been
pinned down by the streams of
fire pouring from Baker's vehi-
cle. Both were eventually hit by
what they assumed was machine
gun fire.

The platoon sergeant jumped
out and began searching for Uth-
Jaut, angry that nobody seemed to
know what was happening. He
found the lieutenant sitting near a
wall of the village, dropped down
beside him and demanded to
know what he was doing. “At that
point I spotted the blood around
his mouth” and realized there
were casualties — and that Uth-
Jaut was one of them, wounded
but still conscious.

Second in a series

On the ridge the young Ranger
nearest Pat Tillman screamed,
“Oh my [expletive] God!” again
and again, as one of his comrades
recalled.

The Ranger beside Tillman had
been lying flat as Tillman initially
called out for a cease-fire. Then
Tillman went silent as the firing
continued. Now the young Rang-
er saw a “river of blood” coming
from Tillman’s position. He got
up, looked at Tillman, and saw
that “his head was gone.”

Seventeen minutes after Serial
Two had entered the canyon, 2nd
Platoon reported that its forces
“were no longer in contact,” as a
Ranger-appointed  investigator
later put it. It was not clear then
or later who the Afghan attackers
spotted by half a dozen Rangers
in both serials had been, or wheth-
er any were killed.

Nine minutes later, a regiment
log shows, the platoon requested
a medevac helicopter and report-
ed two soldiers killed in action, in-
cluding Pat Tillman, 27.

Kevin Tillman declined to be in-
terviewed for these stories and
was not asked by Ranger investi-
gators to provide sworn state-
ments. But according to other
statements and sources familiar
with the investigation, Kevin was
initially asked to take up guard
duty on the outskirts of the shoot-
ing scene.

It would take almost five more
weeks — after a flag-draped cof-
fin ceremony, a Silver Star award
and a news release, and a public
memorial attended by Sen. John
McCain, R-Ariz., Jake Plummer
and newswoman Maria Shriver
— for the Rangers or the Army to
acknowledge to Kevin Tillman,
his family or the public that Pat
Tillman had been killed by his
own men.

Tomorrow: The Army investi-
gates — and protects — its own.

Washington Post staff writer Josh White
contributed to this rey
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Gls who refused mission offered Article 15s

BY RON JENSEN
Stars and Stripes

LOGISTICS SUPPORT AREA
ANACONDA, Iraq — None of the
soldiers from the 343rd Quarter-
master Company who refused to
20 on a convoy mission in October
will face a court-martial, unless
an individual soldier requests
one.

Instead, the 23 soldiers from
the Rock Hill, S.C., Army Re-
serve unit will face Article 15 non-
Jjudicial punishments or other ad-
ministrative actions, said Maj. Ri-
chard Spiegel, a spokesman for
the 13th Corps Support Com-
mand, the parent headquarters of
the 343rd.

The final five cases were decid-
ed last week after the conclusion

ion into the Oct. 13

Nonjudicial punishment for disobeying
orders not enough, say some comrades

trucks from Tallil Air Base, their
home in southern Irag, to Taji, a
base north of Baghdad. After the
incident, an Army statement said
the soldiers “raised some valid
concerns.”

Soldiers refused the orders be-
cause not all of the vehicles were
armored, some vehicles were in
poor condition and the route,
known as Main Supply Route
Tampa, was rife with ambushes,
roadside bombs or both, accord:
ing to military and news reports
in October.

Brig. Gen. James E. Chambers,

incident to the sol-

of 13th COSCOM im-

diers’ actions violated the Uni-
form Code of Military Justice.
The other 18 involved all chose to
receive nOn]udlCla‘ punishment
and the military is not required to
release what punishments were
meted out.

“After consulting with a law-
yer, the soldiers can proceed with
the Article 15 or demand a
court-martial,” said Spiegel.

At the time, the soldiers re-
fused to drive fuel and water

ordered a st:
of the unit for a safety and mainte-
nance check. He also asked for
two investigations: One to deter-
mine if the UCMJ had been violat-
ed, and one to determine if there
was a systemic problem.

The result of the second investi-
gation, done by 13th COSCOM of-
ficials, could not be released until
the other legal process had been
completed, said Spiegel, cmng
the Privacy Act for soldiers in-
volved.

The unit’s company command-
er, whose name has not been re-
leased, was relieved of duty fol-
lowing the incident “at her re-
quest,” Spiegel said. None of the
soldiers who refused the order
have been identified as well.

Under an Article 15, a solder
faces a possible combination of
penalties, including: A reduction
to the lowest rank for specialists
and below or reduction by one
rank for sergeants and staff ser-
geants; extra duty for up to 45
days; and forfeiture of a
half-month’s pay for two months.

Spiegel declined to speculate
on why none of the soldiers will
face a court-martial.

Refusing an order during war
time could have been considered
mutiny and is punishable by
death or prison, according to the
UCMJ.

“There was a full, complete in-
vestigation into what happened,”
he said. “Based on that investiga-
tion, the commander of the 300th
ASG (Col. Pamela Adams) took
the action she felt was appropri-
ate. She has seen all the facts.

This is what she felt was appropri-
ate.”

The group received an outpour-
ing of support from family in the
States and from some stationed in
Iraq and Kuwait.

“There are troops who support
you and believe you did the right
thing,” one soldier in Kuwait in
had said in Stars and Stripes.
“You took a stand, not just for
yourselves, but for every member
of the military.”

Others said they understood
why the soldiers refused the
order, but, at the time, questioned
their methods.

Others who perform the same
duty as those in the 343rd thought
the punishment should have been
harsher.

“I feel that’s quite unfortu-
nate,” said Sgt. Hans Ressdorf of
the 655th Transportation Compa-
ny, also a reserve unit, when told
the soldiers would not face
courts-martial. “Mission first.
[Their actions] were totally
un-military. You're given a mis-
sion, you've got to do the mis-
sion.”

His colleague in the unit based
at Camp Cedar in Iraq and from
Memphls, Tenn., agreed.

“We have a JOb to do,” said Sgt.
Alex Buchschacher. “Saying, ‘No,
we’re not going to do that mission’
should be more than an Article

He said his company has driv-
en that same route many times
without armored vehicles.

“It's still one mission, one
fight,” he said.

The process now is in the hands
of the soldiers who must decide if
they will accept the nonjudicial
punishment or take it to a
court-martial, Spiegel said.

If they face the Article 15 hear-
ing, Spiegel said, soldiers will be
allowed to present witnesses on
their behalf and plead their case.

The unit went back to work
Nov. 11 and all the soldiers are
back on the job, Spiegel said.

“All the soldiers are back to full
duty,” he said. “Some of them
were moved to other units in the
battalion. That was done to pre-
serve the integrity of the investi-
gation.”

The unit, he said, is back to per-
forming its mission of delivering
fuel and water.

“They’ve been doing an exem-
plary job, no issues,” Spiegel said.
E-mail Ron Jensen at:
iensenr@mail.es

Graner

Military judge rules jury pool not tainted

BY T.A. BADGER

The Associated Press

FORT HOOD, Texas — A mili-
tary judge ruled Monday that
statements by President Bush
and top military leaders about al-
leged Abu Ghraib abuses do not
appear specific enough to taint
the jury pool for next month’s
trial of a reputed ringleader in
the case.

But Col. James Pohl, the judge,
id he might reconsider his ruling
if it becomes clear that prospective
jurors may have been influenced to
the degree that Spe. Charles Gran-

er may not get a fair trial.

Defense attorney Guy Womack
tried to persuade Pohl that Bush,
Defense Secretary Donald Rums-
feld and high-ranking military of-
ficials proclaimed Graner guilty
of abuses at Abu Ghraib and
made it impossible to find an im-
partial jury.

At various times and venues
last spring, the president called
the alleged incidents “abhorrent”
acts for which those found guilty
would be punished, while Rums-
feld referred to “terrible activi-
ties” at Abu Ghraib.

“They all heard (the state-

ments) and it was their chain of
command saying it,” said Wom-
ack. “It would be heard for the (ju-
rors) to completely put that out of
their minds.” But Womack con-
ceded that the word “guilty” was
never used in any of the state-
ments in question, nor was Gran-
er ever mentioned by name by
the high-ranking officials.

The Abu Ghraib scandal came
to light last spring with the discov-
ery of digital photographs depict-
ing physical abuse and sexual hu-
miliation of detainees.

In one of those photos, Graner
was shown giving a thumbs-up

sign behind a pile of naked Iraqi
prisoners. In another, he is seen
cocking his fist as if to punch a
hooded detainee. He has been ac-
cused of jumping on prisoners,
stomping their hands and feet,
and punching one man in the
head hard enough to knock him
out. Womack says Graner was or-
dered by higher-ranking soldiers
and other government agents to
go rough on detainees to soften
them up for interrogators.
Graner, an Army reservist from
Uniontown, Pa., is scheduled for
trial at Fort Hood beginning Jan.
7. He sat quietly beside Womack
during the 2%-hour hearing.
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Rumsfeld says he’s staying through Iraq war

BY ROBERT BURNS
The Associated Press

KUWAIT CITY — Defense Sec-
retary Donald Rumsfeld ex-
pressed hope Monday, but did not
explicitly predict, that American
troops would be out of Iraq by the
end of President Bush’s second
term.

Rumsfeld, at 72 the oldest de-
fense secretary ever, ticked off a
list of reasons he agreed to Bush’s
request last week to stay in his
post, including good health and a
good working relationship with
the president. He also said he
looked forward to continuing
work on unfinished Pentagon
projects.

“We've got a lot of work that’s
well along, but some of it’s not fin-
ished,” he said in an in-flight in-
terview with reporters flying with

him to Kuwait and later to Af-
ghanistan for Tuesday’s inaugura-
tion of President Hamid Karzai.
Rumsfeld said he also planned to
visit India on this trip.

Rumsfeld would not say wheth-
er he plans to remain the full four
years of Bush’s presidency, but in
Tesponse to a question about how
long U.S. troops would be in Iraq
he seemed to suggest that he
might.

When a reporter asked wheth-
er Rumsfeld believed the troops
would be gone before the end of
his term, he prefaced his answer
by saying he took that to mean
four years. Then he said that dur-
ing his first four years in the Bush
administration he had been care-
ful not to make predictions about
how long U.S. troops would have
to remain in a given country, not-

ing they stayed far longer in Bos-
nia than the Clinton administra-
tion had predicted when they first
went in.

Then he added, speaking of
whether troops would be out of
Traq within four years: “I would
certainly expect that to be the
case, hope that to be the case. But
the answer to your question is not
that. The answer is the president
has said they’ll stay as long as they
are needed and not a day longer.”

The Pentagon announced last
week that it was increasing the
number of troops in Iraq from
138,000 to a wartime high of
150,000 in January to bolster secu-
rity in advance of the Iraqi elec-
tions.

More broadly, the kind of
changes Rumsfeld has in mind
for the Pentagon go beyond a re-
vamping of policies, programs
and procedures.



PAGE 6 ] L]

* STARS AND STRIPES -

December 8, 2004

Troops hattle g

Insurgents target
[raqis helping U.S.

BY PAUL GARWOOD
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Brazen gunmen firing auto-
matic weapons roamed Baghdad’s streets
Monday within blocks of the country’s most
fortified facilities, including the U.S. Embassy
and the headquarters of Iraq’s interim govern-
ment. Five more American troops were killed
in volatile Anbar province.

A dawn attack on a domestic oil pipeline
supplying fuel from northern Iraq to Baghdad
and clashes that killed three militants in the
country’s turbulent west underlined the secu-
rity difficulties ahead of Jan. 30 national elec-
tions.

The heavily armed insurgents have been
emboldened by a spate of attacks across Iraq
that have claimed more than 80 lives in recent
days, mostly Iragis working for the coalition
or Iraqi national security forces.

Taking their fight to Baghdad on Monday,
militants strolled the capital’s streets, saying
they were hunting for Iraqis working for
U.S.-led forces.

On Haifa Street, witnesses said the gunmen
killed an Iraqi employed by coalition authori-
ties. They then moved on foot and battled U.S.
troops just hundreds of yards from the Green
Zone, a heavily guarded compound where
American and Iraqi forces protect govern-
ment officials, diplomats and private contrac-
tors.

By midday, the attackers had scattered.
The U.S. military said it had no details.

Haifa Street has been the site of previous
battles between insurgents and coalition forc-
es. Despite their overwhelming strength,
U.S.-led troops and Iraqi security forces have
yet to secure areas surrounding the country’s
most vital facilities.

U.S. soldiers and Iraqi police continued to
be targeted by insurgents. On Sunday, attack-
ers with machine guns killed 17 Iraqi civilians
employed by the U.S. military in Tikrit, shoot-
ing them as they stepped off a bus to work at a
‘weapons destruction dump.

The Ansar al-Sunnah Army, one of Ira
most feared terror groups, claimed responsi-

Medics treat Iraqi policeman Ahmed Ali in Bagouba, Irag, on Monday. The officer was wounded
Monday when gunman tried to assassinate an Iragi police colonel in Bagouba.

bility for the Tikrit attack in a statement on
the group’s Web site.

The 1st Marine Expeditionary Force said
three U.S. soldiers were killed Sunday and
two Marines were killed on Friday in fighting
in western Anbar province, a region that in-
cludes the battleground cities of Fallujah and
Ramadi. More than 1,270 U.S. troops have
died since the Iraq war began in March 2003.

Marines have led major operations in the re-
gion, particularly in Fallujah, to destroy a net-
work of Iraqi and other Arab fighters blamed
for attacks on U.S. and Iraqi forces and the kid-
napping and killing of Western hostages.

The violence persisted despite offensives in-
tended to suppress guerrillas ahead of elec-

In Washington, President Bush met Iraq’s
interim president, Ghazi al-Yawer, and told re-
porters it was impossible to “guarantee 100
percent security” in Iraq. Bush pledged the
United States would do everything it could to
make Iraq’s elections as safe as possible.

Al-Yawer, a Sunni Muslim, expressed re-
solve to defeat the insurgents, saying “victory
is not only possible, it is a fact.”

Sunnis represent one-fifth of Iraq’s nearly
26 million people and wielded the power
under Saddam Hussein. They fear the elec-
tion will give Shiites, with 60 percent of the
population, an overpowering grip on the na-
tion. U.S. and Iraqi officials are concerned
that a boycott by Sunnis could undermine the
legitimacy of a new government.

Police said an Iraqi translator working for
U.S. forces in Ramadi, Bashar Mohammed,
was kidnapped by militants Sunday. Gunmen
in Baqouba, north of Baghdad, killed a child
Monday in a failed attempt to assassinate po-
lice Col. Jalil Yassin and his two bodyguards.
They were wounded.

US. forces hit back in Haditha, a rural
Anbar province town 140 miles northwest of
Baghdad, on Monday, killing three insurgents
and wounding four, according to Dr. Bassem
Izaldeen of Haditha Hospital.

American forces also announced the arrest
of 42 suspected militants Sunday and early
Monday in the northern cities of Mosul, Beiji,
Tikrit and Samarra.

Associated Press writer Mariam Fam
contributed to this story from Baghdad.

unmen on busy Baghdad street

U.S. deaths
in Iraq
The Associated Press

As of Sunday, at least 1,271
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning
of the Iraq war in March 2003,
according to an Associated
Press count. At least 988 died
as a result of hostile action, the
Defense Department said as of
Friday. The figures include
three military civilians. The de-
partment did not update its
numbers over the weekend.

The AP count is eleven high-
er than the Defense Depart-
ment’s tally, last updated at 10
am. EST Friday.

The British military has re-
ported 74 deaths; Italy, 19; Po-
land, 13; Spain, 11; Ukraine,
nine; Bulgaria, seven; Slova-
kia, three; Estonia, Thailand
and the Netherlands, two each;
and Denmark, El Salvador,
Hungary and Latvia have re-
ported one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that
major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 1,133 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, ac-
cording to AP’s count. That in-
cludes at least 879 deaths result-
ing from hostile action, accord-
ing to the military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported
by the milita

ETwoUS. soldlel‘s died Sat-
urday after coming under fire
during a patrol in Mosul.

The latest ldenuﬁcaunns re-

died Thursday in Mosul when
his vehicle came under fire; as-
signed to the 293rd Military Po-
hoe Company, 3rd Military Po-

ion (Provisional),
Srd Infantry Division, Fort
Stewart, Ga.

Commanders say America is
gaining ground against rebels

going to change some,”

The Washington Post

said
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BAGHDAD — A series of large
military offensives over the past
few months culminating in the
battle for Fallujah have given
US. military commanders in
Baghdad a sense of having gained
ground against Iraq’s fierce insur-
gency, but they predict no easy
victory in pressing the attack and
remain particularly concerned
about an increasing campaign of
intimidation.

Indeed, senior officers say they
regard the militants as still well
armed and well financed, and like-
ly to avoid trying to mass any-
where again after losing their pri-
mary stronghold in Fallujah. The
officers say they expect the insur-
gents to engage in more decentral-
ized operations and sporadic at-
tacks while stepping up threats
and violence against Iraqis who
serve in the government or the se-
curity forces, or who urherwm co-
operate with Americ

“We do believe thelr tactics are

Army Brig. Gen. John DeFreitas
111, the top U.S. military intelli-
gence officer in Iraq. “They will
probably not mass forces again.
They'll fight in small teams. We
get some sense that they’re think-
ing of adopting more guerril-
la-type Lacucs — small teams,
hit-and-run.”

The dispersion and guerrilla
tactics of the militants, U.S. offic-
ers say, will draw U.S. forces into
more classic counterinsurgency
operations characterized by fo-
cused raids, along the lines of the
recent sweep through the north-
ern part of Babil province led by
U.S. Marines.

Such troop-intensive opera-
tions are the reason behind the de-
cision announced last week to
boost U.S. forces in Iraq to
150,000.

But while the U.S. military has
plans to pursue militants as they
attempt to regroup, commanders
appear frustrated by their inabili-
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AP
Smoke rises after an explosion in Jiddah, Saudi Arabia, on Monday after
Islamic militants attacked the heavily guarded U.S. Consulate in Jiddah
with explosives and machine guns in a gunbattle that left at least nine
people dead and several others injured.

BY FAIZA SALEH AMBAH
The Associated Press

JIDDAH, Saudi Arabia — Mili-
tants lobbing explosives forced
their way into the heavily guard-
ed US. consulate in Jiddah on
Monday before Saudi security
forces stormed the consulate and
fought a gunbattle to end the at-
tack. Nine people were killed.

The bold assault, the worst
since May, demonstrated that
Saudi Arabia’s crackdown on
al-Qaida is still far from success-
ful.

There was no i claim

icans and force the United States
to withdraw from Saudi Arabia
and Iraq.

Five consulate employees, all
non-Americans, were killed and
another four injured, the State De-
partment said. Three of the five
attackers also died in the shootout
and the other two were captured
wounded, the Saudi Interior Min-
istry said.

A Saudi security official, quot-
ed on Saudi television station
al-Ikhbariya, said one of the
wounded attackers later died in
custody.

The official also

of responsibility, but Saudi offi-
cials blamed a “deviant” group —
the government’s way of identify-
ing al-Qaida extremists it holds re-
sponsible for a string of terror
strikes the past two years.
President Bush said the attack
showed “terrorists are still on the
move,” trying to intimidate Amer-
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gave the nationalities of the vic-
tims of the attack: One Yemeni, a
Sudanese, a Filipino, a Pakistani
and a Sri Lankan.
He said 13 people were in-
jured, including five Saudi securi-
men.

Saudi security officials initially
said four Saudi officers also died
in the clash, but Interior Ministry
spokesman Brig. Gen.

Mansour al-Turki later told
The Associated Press that no offic-
ers were killed. He said one was
seriously injured.

The attack prompted the U.S.
Embassy in Riyadh to urge thou-
sands of Americans in the coun-
try — many of whom already live
under exuaordindxily tight securi-
ty — to “exercise utmost security
precautions.”

In Washington, Adel al-Jubeir,
foreign affairs adviser to Saudi
Crown Prince Abdullah, said offi-
cials suspected an attack was
coming.

“We had indications that led us
to increase the level of alert and
to beef up security in Jiddah and
in other areas” said al-Jubeir,

Living Offbase?

U.S. Consulate attacked

Militants strike guarded facility in Saudi Arabia,
killing at least nine people in three-hour assault

U.S. Consulate hit

Islamic militants threw explosives
at the gate of the U.S. Consulate
in Jiddah, Saudi Arabia, Monday,
then forced their way into the
bu\lding.

(@8 Seven people
AN Killed in attack

Source: ESRI

AP

noting the government was at a
higher threat level.

He said the nature of the attack
— the weapons used and the
high-profile Western target — in-
dicate it may have been carried
out by al-Qaida in the Arabian
Peninsula, a group that has
claimed responsibility for other
attacks in Saudi Arabia.

“We could hear the gunshots
outside, but we didn’t know what
was going on,” said one consulate
employee who rushed to the safe
area, who spoke to The Associat-
ed Press by telephone, but asked
that his name not be used. “They
were heavy at times and not so
heavy at other times.”

The attacks, immediately
praised on militant Islamic Web
sites, showed that extremists in
Saudi Arabia are still capable of
carrying off sophisticated strikes
despite a sharp government
crackdown.
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An Afghan police of Kabul International airport salutes to foreign guests at the main road
rt on Monday. Afghan and international forces laid a security rmg around
Kabul as dignitaries traveled from around the world for Hamid Karzai

of Kabul ai

Security tight in Kabul
ahead of inauguration

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM
The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Afghan and in-
ternational forces laid a security ring
around Kabul on Monday as dignitaries
traveled from around the world for the in-
auguration of Hamid Karzai as Afghani-
stan’s first popularly elected president.

In their biggest operation since the Octo-
ber election, which Karzai won in a land-
slide, police and troops cordoned off the
route from the city’s battle-scarred airport
to the presidential palace, where the
U.S.-backed leader was to be sworn in
Tuesday.

Trucks and cars with license plates
from beyond Kabul were turned away at
the city limits. NATO armored vehicles
mounted extra patrols, and American heli-
copters scoured the mountains that encir-
cle the capital.

“We are very aware that this is yet anoth-
er opportunity for insurgent activity to
take place while the international commu-
nity’s eyes are again focused on Afghani-
stan,” NATO spokesman Lt. Cmdr. Ken
MacKillop said.

Karzai’s installation will crow
three-year drive to stabilize Afghamslan
since a U.S. bombing campaign drove out
the former ruling Taliban for harboring

al-Qaida leader Osama bin Laden, the sus-
pected mastermind of the Sept. 11, 2001, at-
tacks in the United States.

Insurgents continue to harass U.S. and
Afghan forces across a broad swath of the
south and east. American commanders say
they expect to keep their force strength at
about 18,000 at least until after parliamen-
tary elections slated for the spring.

But Karzai has said the country’s boom-
ing drug economy, which accounts for an
estimated one-third of national income, is
now a bigger threat, and will be the top pri-
ority of his fresh five-year term.

Karzai is to unveil within days a new
Cabinet, which he has promised will be
more effective than the uneasy coalition
of anti-Taliban leaders who critics say did
little to rebuild destroyed ministries or
prevent corruption.

After rebels failed to make good on a
threat to seriously disrupt the Oct. 9 vote,
and American and Afghan officials offered

y an amnesty, there is even specula-
tion that Taliban-linked figures may resur-
face in the new government.

However, officials remain on guard
against what U.S. commanders describe as
a “strategic surprise” in the shape of a
spectacular attack by militant die-hards or
al-Qaida cells on Tuesday’s ceremony.
Kabul has seen four deadly suicide attacks
this year.

Paper cranes fail to stop Thai violence

BY RUNGRAWEE C.
PINYORAT
The Associated Press

BANGKOK, Thailand — A mas-
sive airdrop of paper birds intend-
ed to promote peace failed to halt
violence in Thailand’s restive
south, with a spate of new attacks
Monday that targeted soldiers
and local officials.

The bombings, shootings and
arson attacks came hours after
Prime Minister Thaksin Shina-
watra said Sunday’s airdrop of
nearly 100 million Japanese-style
origami cranes over the predomi-
nantly Muslim region had
achieved an “enormous, positive
psychological ~ effect” toward
peace.

On Monday morning a bomb
was detonated at a rest stop for pa-
trolling  soldiers. Four troops
were wounded, one seriously, in

Narathiwat province’s Ra-ngae
district.

Another bomb exploded near-
by hours later, seriously injuring
an assistant district chief as he
parked his car. The official,
Pricha Nuannuay, 38, was in the
area to instruct security forces to
conduct thorough searches for ex-
plosive devices, police said.

A third bomb found later in a
garbage bin was defused by police.

More than 540 people have died
this year in the southernmost
provinces of Narathiwat, Pattani
and Yala — the only Muslim-ma-
jority regions in Buddhist-domi-
nated Thailand — in violence
blamed on Islamic separatists.

The government came under
strong criticism after 85 Muslim
demonstrators died on Oct. 25, in-
cluding 78 who suffocated or
were crushed when soldiers
bound and stacked them on top of

each other in military trucks.

Encouraged by the govern-
ment, Thais across the country
folded more than 130 million
birds to promote peace. Approxi-
mately 30 million will be deliv-
ered by land.

While meant as a morale-boost-
er for victims of violence, Sun-
day’s origami airdrop resembled
a treasure hunt, with prizes of-
fered for specially marked birds.
People could trade lots of them in
for items ranging from cartons of
milk to bicycles.

Hours after Thaksin spoke, the
owner of a tea shop in Pattani was
slain by gunmen, grenades were
thrown at the homes of two police-
men and arsonists set fire to a
school in Yala and a teacher’s
house in Narathiwat.

Also, Pattani Deputy Governor
Soonthorn Rittipakdee died in the
hospital Monday after being shot

Thai Muslim children show some of the 100

folded paper cranes

that fluttered down Sunday from a BT-67 transport plane in the skies
over Narathiwat province, 708 miles south of Bangkok, Thailand.

on Nov. 23, when he went to in-
spect the scene of an attack.
Soonthorn originally was be-
lieved to have been ambushed,
which would have made him the
highest-ranking official to be

killed by insurgents this year. But
questions were raised about
‘whether he might have been acci-
dentally shot by a government se-
curity officer, and the case re-
mains unresolved.

9/11 libel award

http://www.araimntspa.com —

LONDON — Saudi Arabia’s ambassador to Britain accepted substan-
tial libel damages and a public apology Monday from a magazine that
had claimed he was directly responsible for the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks.

Prince Turki Al-Faisal filed suit in London’s High Court against Ha-
chette Filipacchi Associes, publishers of “Paris Match,” over an article
published in October 2003. The amount of damages was not revealed.

Al-Faisal’s lawyer, Rupert Earle, said the article quoted French writ-
er Laurent Murawiéc, who described al-Faisal as having set up the
al-Qaida terror network and using it for military purposes.
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Lost N. Korea crew returned

SEOUL — South Korea returned two North Korean crewmen to
their communist country Monday after their wooden boat drifted into
southern waters, military officials said.

The half-ton boat was pulled by strong tides, and South Korea sent the
crewmen back to the North after they told investigators they wanted to
return home, the South’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said in a statement.

From The Associated Press

ARAIMOUNTAIN & SPA 1966 Ryozenf, Arai, Nigata 944-0062 JAPAN English Telephone: 0255.73.8462 Englsh Mobile: 00.2625.0480
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Happy Hanukkah to troops

A

Houston Cub Scout mother Dianne Zomper poses with a menorah and
members of Congregation Emanu EI's Pack 1190, who sent care
packages to Jewish soldiers serving overseas. Zomper's son, Mitchell,
along with other scouts prepared packages with candles, menorahs and
dreidels to send to troops in Iraq, Afghanistan and Kuwait.

BY NANCY ZUCKERBROD
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON —  Twelve
gays expelled from the military
because of their sexual orienta-
tion filed a legal challenge Mon-
day to the Pentagon’s 11-year-old
“don’t ask, don’t tell” policy.

The lawsuit, filed in federal
court in Boston, cited last year’s
landmark Supreme Court ruling
that overturned state laws mak-
ing gay sex a crime.

Other courts have upheld the
policy, approved by Congress and
put in place by the Clinton admin-
istration.

However, those decisions came
before the 2003 Supreme Court
ruling, said C. Dixon Osburn, ex-
ecutive director of Servicemem-
bers Legal Defense Network,
which is advising the plaintiffs.

“We think the gay ban can no
longer survive constitutionally,”
he said. “You do not ban an entire
class of people just to accommo-
date prejudice.”

Former Lt. j.g. Jen Kopfstein of
San Diego was dismissed from
the Navy after she told her com-
manding officer she was a lesbi-
an.

Kopfstein, a plaintiff in the
case, said Monday hiding her
identity felt dishonest.

“Today, I'm here to stand up
for what is right,” she said.

“‘Don't ask, don't tell is a horri-
ble policy.”

Justin Peacock, a former
Coast Guard boatswain’s mate
from Knoxville, Tenn., and an-
other plaintiff, was discharged
after someone reported he was
seen holding hands with another
man.

“I would love to rejoin, but
even if I don’t get back in at least
1 could say I tried to get the policy
changed,” Peacock said.

Lt. Col. Joe Richard, a Penta-
gon spokesman, said officials
have not seen the lawsuit and
therefore could not comment on
it.

“Don’t ask, don't tell” allows
gays and lesbians to serve in the
military as long as they don’t re-
veal their sexual orientation and
abstain from homosexual activi-

Before that the Pentagon
barred homosexuals from mili-
tary service.

Gay ex-servicemembers sue
over ‘don’t ask, don't tell

The Supreme Court ruled last
year that state laws making homo-
sexual sex a crime were unconsti-
tutional.

That overturned an earlier Su-
preme Court ruling that had up-
held sodomy laws.

Two other lawsuits challenging
the policy have been filed since
the high court’s reversal.

One was brought in California
by the Log Cabin Republicans, a
political organization for gays. Os-
burn said that group could face a
difficult fight because it was not
bringing its suit on behalf of a spe-
cific injured party.

He also noted a federal appeals
court in California has upheld
“don’t ask, don’t tell,” but the ap-
pellate court for Boston has not
ruled on the issue.

The other suit was filed in the
US. Court of Federal Claims,
which generally deals with cases
that involve money.

That plaintiff, who was separat-
ed from the Army, is seeking to re-
cover his pension and is challeng-
ing the ban in the process. Os-
burn said the court might rule nar-
rowly on the financial claim and
not on the constitutionality of the
gay members policy.

Message for our men and women in uniform...

WE ARE PROUD OF YOU!

From ceast to coast, thousands of Americans are grateful

for what you do and want to show you that they care.

To see the actions and messages of support from these groups
and individuals from all across America, visit www.stripes.corm.

‘This is just a small token of appreciation, a way to say...

AMERICA
SUPPORTS

*

‘\\ STARS

YOU -

OUR MILITARY M|

Please visit the site at
www.stripes.com and click on the
America Supports You button

to view the messages of support
and to submit your own

thank you notes as welll

Your Hometown Newspaper

Suit contests extended enli

'WASHINGTON — Eight soldiers are challenging the Army’s policy
requiring them to serve longer than the terms of their enlistment con-
tracts.

In a lawsuit being filed Monday in federal court, the soldiers are
seeking a judge’s order requiring the Army to immediately release
them from service.

“The Army made an agreement with me and I expected them to
honor it,” said David Qualls, one of the plaintiffs. He signed up in July
2003 for a one-year stint in the Arkansas National Guard but has been
told he will remain on active duty in Iraq until next year.

Under the Pentagon’s stop-loss program, the Army can extend enlist-
‘ments during war or nation: as away to promoty
ity and cohesiveness.

The policy, invoked in June, could keep tens of thousands of person-
nel in the military beyond their expected departure. The policy was
also used during the buildup to the 1991 Gulf War.

The lawsuit contends the policy is a breach of the service contract be-
cause it extends the length of service without a soldier’s consent. It
also alleges the contracts were misleading because they make no refer-
ence to the policy, said Staughton Lynd, an attorney for the soldiers.

Romania wants Marine suspected in car wreck

BUCHAREST, Romania — The Romanian government has request-
ed that a U.S. Marine return to Bucharest for questioning in a Friday
night auto accident that killed a popular Romanian musician.

Staff Sgt. Christopher R. VanGoethem, 31, commander of the securi-
ty detachment that guards the U.S. embassy in Bucharest, is suspected
of crashing an embassy-owned SUV into a taxi, killing Teofil Peter, a
veteran rock musician and producer, Romanian police said.

Breath tests indicated that VanGoethem had been drinking alcohol,
Romanian police told The Associated Press.

'VanGoethem, who was not injured, was transported some time after
the accident to Marine Security Group’s Company H headquarters in
Frankfurt, Germany, a Marine spokesman said on Monday. The
spokesman added that VanGoethem was likely to return to his battal-
ion headquarters in Quantico, Va.

But the Romanian Foreign Ministry said in a statement Sunday that
it had learned “with consternation” that the Marine had left the coun-
try and that it had asked U.S. authorities to bring him back and waive
his diplomatic immunity so he could face justice.

‘The Marine spokesman, Maj. Matthew Morgan of the 4th Marine Ex-
peditionary Brigade of Camp Lejeune, N.C., said the Naval Criminal In-
vestigative Service is investigating the incident. Morgan said that Van-
Goethem had not been charged with a crime.

From staff and wire reports
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Teen center food drive

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — A food
drive is under way at the Yokota Teen Cen-
ter to benefit the Tachikawa Children’s Or-
phanage.

Donations of nonperishable food items
‘may be brought to the center through Dec.
15. Call DSN 225-6793 for more informa-
tion.

Yokota library story changes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — Chil-
dren’s Story Hour at the base library is
switching to the second and fourth Monday
of each month instead of the second and
fourth Tuesday. The change is to take ef-
fect at 10:30 am. Dec. 13.

Base library officials also have set their
“Dial-a-Story” lineup for the month: “Little
Red Riding Hood” through Friday; “The
Night Before Christmas,” Dec. 11-17;
“Snowball’s Christmas Eve,” Dec. 18-24,
and “The Visit to Santa Claus Land,” Dec.
25-31.

The stories can be heard 24 hours a day
by calling DSN 225-2004.

Guam troops return

Thirty-seven Air Force Reserve mem-
bers are to return to Guam on Wednesday
after a yearlong deployment to different
Southwest Asia locations, the Pacific Daily
News reported.

The group was sent to Travis Air Force
Base, Calif., on Jan. 31 and later dispersed
to Kirkuk Air Base, Irag; Afghanistan and
Kyrgyzstan. The reservists belong to the
44th Aerial Port Squadron, which ships
cargo such as food and munitions.

Guam EPA swim warning

Guam’s Environmental Protection Agen-
cy and Waterworks Authority have issued
separate warnings about swimming at Gun
Beach and Tanguisson Beach after a sew-
age pump station malfunctioned and over-
flowed in the Harmon cliff-line area near
‘Two Lovers’ Point, the Pacific Daily News
reported.

Neither is closed to the public, but the ad-
visories were issued after about 6 million
to 7 million gallons spilled into a nearby
basin, Guam Waterworks Authority gener-
al manager David Craddick told the paper.
Guam’s EPA, informed Nov. 22, took bacte-
ria samples the following day.

According to the report, six sampling
sites for Gun Beach and Tanguisson Beach
came back positive last week for coliform,
the bacterial indicator for contamination.
Ground water flow in the area has been ex-
amined thoroughly, an EPA spokesman
said. The contaminated water eventually
will penetrate the island’s limestone foun-
dation and reach the beaches.

Exceptional Sailor party set

Sasebo Naval Base’s Exceptional Sailor
Program is holding its annual community
holiday party beginning at 5:30 p.m. Dec.
11 in the Harbor View Club’s Lower Saku-
ra room.

Tickets cost $10 and are available from
Petty Officer 2nd Class Stephen Thaggard
atthe legal office or from Chief Petty Offic-
er Wendell James at the logistics depart-
ment.

The party is open to all active-duty per-
sonnel, dependents, Japanese master labor
contract employees and Japanese civilians
with tickets and an escort.

The party includes a buffet and six door
prizes including a 19-inch Sony television,
an MP3 player, a Nintendo Game Cube, a
DVD player, a mini home theater speaker
set and a JVC mini shelf CD/radio system.

Call Thaggard at DSN 252-3385 or
James at DSN 252-3767 for more informa-
tion.

Zama winter band concert
About 126 students from the Zama Amer-

Decking the decks

ma
NICHOLAS C. MESSINA/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

From left, Chief Warrant Officer 3 Loreto Lagrisola, Petty Officer 1st Class Jesus P. Malanay and Petty Officer 1st Class Manuel Alas put
the final touches on the USS Essex’s Christmas tree on Friday. Every year the tree is brought to the mess decks to celebrate the holidays.

ican High School band programs are to per-
form in the winter band concert at 7 p.m.
Thursday in the school auditorium.

The free concert is a perennial event
but this year, members of the school’s be-
ginning band will join those from the con-
cert, symphonic and jazz bands in per-
forming.

Refreshments will be served after the
concert.

Christine Anderson will direct.

Cultural celebration potluck

Parents and base community members
are invited to a cultural diversity celebra-
tion potluck Friday at Yokosuka Middle
School.

Participants are asked to bring a dish
that highlights Yokosuka’s wealth of diver-
sity. The event is planned to encourage pa-
rental involvement in the school.

The potluck will feature taiko drummers
from Tokyo; salsa and meringue dancers
from the base community; middle school
dancers and a demonstration on folding
obis and henna hand painting.

The potluck is to begin at 5 p.m. in the
school multipurpose room. Call Barbara
Moore at 243-5236 for information.

7th Fleet Band holiday concert

Department of Defense ID cardhold-
ers are invited to the free 7th Fleet Band
holiday concert Dec. 19 in the Fleet The-
ater.

The performance, an annual Yokosuka
tradition, is to start at 3 p.m. Yokosuka
MWR, the sponsor, advises guests to ar-
rive early because seating is limited.

The band will perform a variety of holi-
day classics and is to host a surprise spe-
cial guest.

Yokosuka festival of trees

Walk through a winter wonderland at
the Festival of Trees this weekend, with
ho].lday trees decorated by base com-
‘mands.

The trees are to be on display from 10
am. to S p.m. Dec. 11 and Dec. 12 in Room
C-2 of Yokosuka's CFAY Headquarters Au-
ditorium.

The festival also is to feature Santa
Claus, musical entertainment, hot choco-
late, cookies and juice.

Rock-n-roll Christmas

Yokosuka residents will get an opportuni-
ty to experience some musical holiday
cheer Dec. 11 when the Holiday
Rock-n-Roll road show comes to the base’s
Negishi housing area.

A band will travel around Negishi, stop-
ping to serve up holiday cheer, refresh-
ments and snacks.

The parade is o run from § to 7:30 p.m.
around the housing community. In case of
rain, it will be in the Negishi Gym.

The event is open to residents, Depart-
‘ment of Defense ID holders and guests.

Zama Madrigal dinner show

Tickets are on sale for Zama American
High School’s Dec. 14 Madrigal Dinner, a
re-enactment of a renaissance Christmas
feast.

Tickets for the third annual dinner and
the show are $12 for adults and $7 for stu-
dents. Dinner is to be served at 6:30 p.m.;
the concert is to begin at 7:30 p.m. Contact
director Ronald Geist at Ronald.Geist@
ode.dodea.edu for information.

From staff reports
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AP photos

President Bush, far right, and first lady Laura Bush, second right, stand with the 27th annual Kennedy Center honorees at the Kennedy Center in Washington on Sunday night. Pictured
from left are: composer and conductor John Williams; soprano Joan Sutherland; actor, producer, writer and director Warren Beatty; singer and composer Elton John; husband-and-wife
actors, writers producers and activists Ruby Dee and Ossie Davis.

Kennedy Genter honors
b at star-studded gala

BY JENNIFER FREY
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Itzhak Perl-
man on violin.

Jack Nicholson in a monologue
so funny the audience couldn’t
stop laughing.

Renee Fleming sending up the
sweetest serenade.

And Kid Rock pounding out a
tribute to the “Rocket Man” that
had both President Bush and
Vice President Dick Cheney on
their feet, clapping to the beat.

Renee Fleming and Kid Rock?
“Only at the Kennedy Center,”
said show producer George
Stevens Jr., with wry amusement.
“Where else?”

It's the magic of the annual
Kennedy Center Honors that a
few-hour tribute to a handful of
spectacularly gifted performing
artists draws a marvelous
cross-section of talent from all
walks of (super-famous) life. And
so it was that the opera diva and
he of the explicit lyrics and
self-created bad-boy persona
took their turns on stage at the
Kennedy Center Opera House
Sunday night.

Fleming was there to see honor-
ee Warren Beatty; Kid Rock sent
to legendary singer-songwriter
Elton John. Also being honored
were married actors and activists
Ruby Dee and Ossie Davis,
famed soprano Joan Sulherland
and award-winning compos
John Williams, of “Star Wars"
and “E.T.” fame.

It was a night for numerous,
and thunderous, standing ova-
tions.

There was a little bit of opera, a
little bit of theater, a little bit of
dance, and a healthy dash of the
“Rocket Man’s” good old rock 'n”
roll. The show is a pastiche, each

segment a nod to the individual
honorees’ talents and history.

That's why Faye Dunaway —
once Bonnie to Beatty’s Clyde —
was there to introduce the video
clip about her old friend; and why
Angela Bassett and Courtney B.
Vance — also married black ac-
tors — came to thank Dee and
Davis for the example they had
set.

And those are only a few of the
names who came to honor their
forebears and their friends.
Audra McDonald was there, and
Billy Joel; Steven Spielberg and
Robert Downey Jr.; Sean “P.
Diddy” Combs and Marilyn
Horne.

For Davis and Dee, the first to
be honored, there was a gently
moving tribute, a tale of great tal-
ent but also a great love affair.

They were introduced by
Combs, who had long admired
Davis — on strict childhood in-
structions from his mother.

For all the stunning musical
performances, though, few could
live up to what came simply in
the video tribute to Sutherland.
Her own “stratospheric high
notes” had the audience enrap-
tured, and on its feet before the
clip could end.

“We are here to salute you,”
her friend and colleague Horne
said, “and to recall the unforgetta-
ble performances you have given
us, and to honor the gift that you
gave the world: your voice ... your
soaring,  beautiful, _incredible
voice.” From opera the show took
a dizzy turn into the music of
movie memories — the music of
‘Williams’s films. To the strains of
“Close Encounters of the Third
Kind,” Spielberg introduced his
frequent collaborator, calling his
scores “guaranteed to make you
use the whole Kleenex box.”

“In the end,” Spielberg said,
“it’s not Hollywood he writes for:
he writes for all of you.”

Perlman played “Schindler’s
List” to a hush.

The raucousness began,
though, once Nicholson took the
stage to introduce his long-time
running buddy and good pal, Beat-
ty. Actually, a wee bit of raucous-
ness had occurred a bit earlier,
when Nicholson made a belated
entrance in the Opera House,
wearing dark sunglasses and trail-
ing an usher, as a ripple of laugh-
ter crossed the audience.

That ripple became a torrent as
Nicholson told tales out of school
about Beatty, every other line a
laugher.

On his political ambitions: “For
years Warren has dreamed of at-
tending these awards. Unfortu-
nately, not exactly as a Kennedy
Center honoree, but as the presi-
dent of the United States.” (This
prompted Bush and Beatty to
look at each other amusedly
across their aisle in the balcony.)

The show’s climax was the tril
ute to John, a multi-song extrava-
ganza.

“There are trends and phrases
in rock and roll, but Elton John
never goes out of style,” Robert
Downey Jr. said. “His music isn’t
seasonal; it's perennial. We've
passed through New Wave, Punk
and the Hair Band Era, but the
light that burns from the music of
this great ‘Rocket Man’ never
fades.”

Joel — John’s dear friend and
sometime touring partner — was
the first to perform, playing piano
while belting out “Bennie and the
Jets” and “The Bitch is Back.”

And up in the balcony, John
rocked back and forth to the

music, as Beatty smiled on one
mde of him, and Dee on the other.

Actors, singers, lawmakers and
other notables arrive to celebrate
a handful of gifted artists at the
27th annual Kennedy Center
Honors celebration Sunday night
in Washington. Counterclockwise
from above: Honoree Warren
Beatty; former presidential
candidate Sen. John Kerry; actor
Robert Downey Jr.; National
Security Adviser Condoleezza
Rice; and singer Billy Joel with
his wife, Kate.
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Bush insists Iraq elections will be Jan. 30

BY DEB RIECHMANN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Bush,
on a day of new violence in the Middle
East, expressed determination to sce
Iraq hold elections on Jan. 30 and said
they would show that terrorists cannot
stop the march of democracy. Interim
Iraqi President Ghazi al-Yawer said a
majority of Iragis want the elections to
be held on schedule.

Meeting _al-Yawer at the White
House, Bush said that a free society in
Iraq “will be a major defeat for the ter-
rorists.” If terrorists were allowed to
stop the election, it would “send a wrong
signal to the world and send a wrong sig-
nal to the Iraqi people themselves.”

Al-Yawer — an influential leader in
Sunni Muslim regions of Iraq where the
fiercest battles against insurgents have
been waged — wants Iraq’s Jan. 30 elec-
tion held on time, but other Sunni lead-
ers want it to be postponed, saying the
ongoing violence in these areas would
keep people from voting.

“The attacks in Saudi Arabia remind
us that the terrorists are still on the
move,” Bush said. “They’re interested
in affecting the will of free countries.
They want us to leave Saudi Arabia.
They want us to leave Irag.

“They want us to grow timid and
weary in the face of their willingness to
Kill randomly, kill innocent people,”
Bush said. [Story, Page 7]

The president said the United States
would do everything it could to make
the elections in Iraq as safe as possible.
“You can never guarantee 100 percent
security,” he said.

Al-Yawer expressed resolve to defeat
the insurgents. “Right now we are faced
with the armies of darkness,” the inter-
im president said. But he said that “vic-
tory is not only possible, it is a fact.”

Al-Yawer’s visit to the White House is
seen as a way to persuade Irag’s politi-
cal minorities not to boycott the ballot.

“I don’t know how many Sunnis are
going to be open to the message, but in
Middle Eastern terms, it's very symbol-
ic to invite somebody into your house
from a community you've been fighting
with,” said James Phillips, a specialist
on Iraq and the Middle East at the Heri-
tage Foundation, a conservative Wash-
ington think tank. “It shows an openness
to some kind of political settlement. It's
trying to encourage them [the Sunnis] to
include themselves in the power struc-
ture—and therefore help weaken the in-
surgency.”

E-mail: yokota@fe-nf.com ===

AP

President Bush and interim Iraqi President Ghazi al-Yawar meet with reporters in the White House
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Supreme Court won’t speed up tribunal case

BY GINA HOLLAND
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court refused Monday to
speed up consideration of a chal-
lenge to the government’s plans
to try foreign terror suspects be-
fore military tribunals.

Salim Ahmed Hamdan, a Yeme-
ni who was a driver for Osama
bin Laden, won his appeal in U.S.
District Court. His lawyers want
to skip an appeals court and have
the Supreme Court decide the le-
gality of the trials planned for
Hamdan and potentially hun-
dreds of others classified as

“enemy combatants” who are
being held at the U.S. Navy base
in Guantanamo, Cuba.

The Bush administration told
the court there was no legal rea-
son to deal more quickly with
Hamdan's appeal, and that justic-
es should let the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the District of Columbia
Circuit handle the matter first. It
on

Monday’s action by the court
does not dismiss the appeal.

Justices could still agree to
hear the case, but they won’t de-
cide until early next year — poten-
tially too late to hold arguments
and issue a ruling before the end
of the term in late June.

Last week, hundreds of mem-
bers of the British and European
Parli the

as
March 8.
Hamdan, 34, has denied sup-
porting terrorism. But the govern-
ment contends he was a member
of al-Qaida and has charged him
with conspiracy to commit war
crimes, murder and terrorism.

court to hear the appeal.

U.S. District Judge James Rob-
ertson in Washington sided last
month with Hamdan and said be-
fore anyone goes before a tribu-
nal the government must first de-
termine whether the suspects are

prisoners of war entitled to more
legal rights. He also said that the
guidelines for the trials must be
changed to comply with military
justice rules.

The Supreme Court on Monday

also:

M Ruled that San Diego offi-
cials were justified in firing a po-
liceman who sold sexually expli
it videotapes of himself in uni-
form.

W Passed up a chance to consid-
er if states can ban members of
the Ku Klux Klan and other
groups from wearing masks at
public gatherings.

W Heard arguments in a case
that asks whether a black man

was unfairly sentenced to death
by a Texas jury stacked with
whites.

M Rejected an appeal by the Na-
tional League of Cities that
sought to classify cable-based
broadband as a “cable service.”
That would have entitled cities to
charge cable operators a 5 per-
cent local tax.

B Declined to clarify standards
for suing employers who rescind
health benefits they initially
promised in early retirement
packages.

M Refused to consider whether
a state may bar corrections em-
ployees from socializing with pris-
oners and their families outside
of work.

Bush spreads Christmas cheer at White House

Studies suggest lack of sleep

President Bush shakes hands with children Monday as he and first lady Laura Bush participate in
the Children’s Christmas Reception in the East Room of the White House.

AP

increases chance of obesity

BY LEE BOWMAN
Scripps Howard News Service

More evidence has surfaced to ex-
plain why not getting enough sleep
makes us hungry and more likely to
gain weight.

Two new studies, published Mon-
day and Tuesday, show that loss of
sleep boosts levels of a hormone that
tells us we’re hungry, while dropping
levels of a hormone that signals the
body that we're full and should stop
eating.

“Sleep is a major regulator of these
two hormones,” said Eve Van Cauter,
aprofessor of medicine at the Univer-
sity of Chicago and lead author of one
of the studies, published in the An-
nals of Internal Medicine.

Researchers have noticed that in-
creased obesity among Americans
has coincided with less time spent
asleep over the past several decades.

In 1960, U.S. adults slept an aver-
age of more than eight hours a night;
by 2002, the average had fallen to
less than seven hours. Sleep deficits
are also being noted in children and
teens. At the same time, in 1960, one
in four adults was considered over-
weight and one in nine was consid-
ered obese. Now, two in three are
overweight and nearly one in three is
obese.

Rat studies have shown that the ani-
‘mals eat more when they're sleep-de-
prived. And a Columbia University
study reported last month that
there’s a sliding scale of hours slept
and obesity risk: people who get only
two to four hours a night are 73 per-
cent more likely to be obese than
those getting seven or eight hours,
while those getting 10 or more hours
anightare 11 percent less likely to be
obese.

Both Cauter’s team and a group led
by Dr. Shahrad Taheri at Stanford
University (who is now at the Univer-
sity of Bristol in England) focused on
the role of two key appetite hor-
mones.

Leptin, a hormone produced by fat
cells, gives out signals indicating
whether energy reserves are dwin-
dling and if the body needs to con-
sume more calories. Ghrelin, mainly
produced by the stomach, is a direct
appetite trigger — the more hormone
circulating in the blood, the more a
person wants to eat.

“We found that people who slept
for shorter durations have reduced

leptin and elevated ghrelin. These dif-
ferences are likely to increase appe-
tite and, where food is readily avail-
able, may contribute to obesity,” said
Taheri, lead author of the report pub-
lished online by the Public Library of
Science.

For the Stanford study, carried out
with researchers at the University of
Wisconsin, the researchers looked at
sleep patterns of more than 1,000 vol-
unteers involved in a long-term study
of sleep disorders. Seventy-four per-
cent of this group slept less than
eight hours a night.

The researchers found a 14.9 per-
cent increase in ghrelin levels and a
15.5 percent decrease in leptin levels
among people who consistently slept
less than five hours a night vs. those
who got eight hours of sleep.

“It was quite amazing that a hor-
mone can track a person’s self-report-
ed amount of sleep so well,” said Dr.
Emmanuel Mignot, an associate pro-
fessor of psychiatry and behavioral
sciences at Stanford and a co-author
of the study.

In the Chicago study, Van Cauter
and colleagues studied 12 healthy
male volunteers in their early 20s,
measuring both their self-reported
appetites and physically measured
hormone levels after they’d gone two
nights with only four hours in bed
and again when they’d gotten an aver-
age of nine hours of sleep on two
nights.

After a night with just four hours’
sleep, the ratio of ghrelin to leptin in-
creased by 71 percent compared to
levels after longer sleep time.

The men reported a 24 percent in-
crease in appetite on short sleep,
with a surge in desire for sweets, like
candy and cookies, salty foods like
chips and nuts and starchy foods, like
breads and pastas.

“We don’t yet know why food
choice would shift,” Van Cauter said.

“Since the brain is fueled by glu-
cose, we suspect it seeks simple car-
bohydrates when distressed by lack
of sleep.” The researchers also note
that the added difficulty of making de-
cisions while sleepy may weaken mo-
tivation to select more nutritious
foods.

“There is a sense that you can pack
in more of life by skimping on sleep.
But we are finding that people tend
to replace reduced sleep with added
calories, and that's not a healthy
trade,” Van Cauter said.
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BY JESSE HOLLAND
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Congres-
sional negotiators reached a deal
Monday with the chief House Re-
publican opponent of legislation
revamping the nation’s intelli-
gence agencies, clearing the way
for a final vote, a House GOP
leader said.

The development came as
President Bush pressed Con-
gress for swift action, saying the
legislation was “important for
the security of our country.”

Rep. Deborah Pryce, R-Ohio,
chairman of the House Republi-
can Conference, said House
Armed Services chairman Dun-
can Hunter, R-Calif,, struck a
deal with Senate and House ne-

Congress clears way for
intel reform hill to pass

gotiators that will remove his ob-
jections to the bill.

House Speaker Dennis Hast-
ert had refused to move the legis-
lation before Thanksgiving be-
cause of objections from GOP
Chalrmen like Hunter and
Judiciar chairman
James Sensenbrenner, R-Wis.

Sensenbrenner remained op-
posed to the bill, but House Re-
publicans will likely meet Tues-
day to discuss moving forward
anyway, Pryce said.

The development came as
Bush prodded Congress to finish
work on the sweeping legislation
reorganizing the nation’s 15 intel-
ligence agencies under a single
national intelligence director.

At the White House, spokes-

man Scott McClellan said, “We
feel very hopeful that this legisla-
tion will get passed this week. ...
We believe we can get it passed
this week.”

Democratic senators also said
Senate Majority Leader Bill
Frist, R-Tenn., had told them
compromise language had been
reached.

Earlier Monday, Bush pressed
Congress to finish the bill.

“I believe we've addressed the
concerns, by far, of the majority
of the members of both the House
and the Senate,” Bush said, speak-
ing during an Oval Office meeting
with Irag’s interim President
Ghazi al-Yawer. “It’s a good piece
of legislation. It is a necessary
piece of legislation. It's a piece of
legislation that is important for
the security of our country.”

Rosa Parks allowed to stay in apartment free

DETROIT — Civil rights icon Rosa Parks, who in 2002 faced evic-
tion from her home, will have a free place to live for the rest of her life.

Riverfront Associates, which owns the downtown Riverfront Apart-
ments where Parks has lived since 1994, quietly decided in early Octo-
ber to allow Parks to stay there rent-free permanently.

“I thought it was the right thing to do,” managing partner Peter Cum-
‘mings said Friday. “This woman is an icon. She deserves an enormous
amount of respect. In a way, I think it's an honor to be able to accord

her that respect.”

Days after the previously undisclosed gift, the Detroit Free Press re-
ported on Oct. 15 that some of Parks’ relatives were worried about her
finances and whether she was being properly cared for.

Man accused in slayings asks for death penalty

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — In what experts say is a rare occurrence, a
'man accused of murdering two children and attacking their mother
has asked a judge to let him plead guilty and to sentence him to death.

“Lonly wish the judge to sentence me to death s0 no one can feel re-
sponsibie for another’s death, including mine,” Marco Allen Chapman
wrote in a letter to Judge Tony Frohlich read in court in October.

Chapman, 32, is due back in court Tuesday, when a doctor is expect-
ed to testify about his mental state and whether he understands what a
guilty plea and death sentence would mean.

“His request is very well thought out,” Linda Tally Smith, who is
prosecuting Chapman, said last week. “The big question is, will he
change his mind and what do we do if he does?”

From The Associated Press.

U.S.officials plan to
buy more flu vaccine

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — The federal gov-
ernment will announce a plan this
week to purchase additional flu
shots to help relieve the nation’s
shortage, the director of the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
vention said Monday.

Dr. Julie Gerberding told dele-
gates at the American Medical As-
sociation’s annual winter meeting
that outgomg federal Health and

ervices  Secretary
Tammy Thompion is expected to
make the announcement.

“We do have optimism addi-
tional doses can be purchased.
We hope for an announcement
later in the week from Secretary
‘Thompson,” Gerberding said.

Thompson said last month that
the Food and Drug Administra-
tion has completed its inspection
of the vaccine from foreign manu-
facturers that would be available
on an investigational basis.

ants and Sensib|llty

Money tip of the day

The Associated Press

Gift cards are the perfect gift
— they always fit, and never
cost a fortune to send, right? But
consumer advocates are caution-
ing that we need to be slightly
more careful when it comes to
such gifts.

In its December issue, Con-
sumer Reports Money Adviser
examines gift cards issued by
both stores and banks and found
that many come with fees, for
purchase and for replacements.
Also, many issuers impose main-
tenance fees and expiration
dates.

Indeed, three New England
states and the nation’s largest

Gift card cautions

mall operator, Simon Property
Group Inc., are battling in court
over fees on the Visa-branded
gift cards the Indianapo-
lis-based company sells in near-
ly three dozen states.

Before you grab such a card
for a friend or relative, keep a
few caveats in mind:

M Check expiration dates and
all fees. This can usually be
found in a pamphlet with the
card or on the issuer’s Web site.

W Use such cards quickly.

M Stick with store cards rath-
er than bank-issued cards. The
newsletter found that most retail-
ers don’t assess upfront fees.

M Consider a cash gift. No
fees, no expiration, and people
really like it.

The vaccine is considered an in-
vestigational new drug because it
wasn't developed under the super-
vision of the FDA.

Health officials had planned on
having more than 100 million
doses of the vaccine this season,
the biggest supply ever.

But flu shot maker Chiron
Corp. announced on Oct. 5 that it
could not ship its 48 million doses
after British health officials sus-
pended the maker’s license be-
cause of contamination at a Liver-
pool plant.

EXCHANGE RATES

rates

itary
sapanese ven oee -
South Korean won (Dc

Euro (Dec. 6;
Britsh pound Bec.

e

Babrain Qinar)

Phl\Jmees (Peso)
‘Arabia (Riyai)
Singapore (0

Dollar)

3

&L 8,
iy excanga s are” those
available to customers at military bank-
ing facilities in the country of issuance
, Cormany, the

ound, which is represented in
jollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)

ime rate
Bl ats
Federal funds market rate ..
3-month bil
30-vea
Sooreer TG Assiciated Brese, Bank of
America

Reliable Aircraft Towing Tractors and
Road Sweepers Manufacturer.

Meet Korea's No. 1 Manufacturer
with worldwide clientele !

Our specialty is special purpose vehicles including R&D, manufacturing &
sales, maintenance & after-sales of Aircraft Towing Tractors, Runway
Sweepers and Road Sweepers. Our aircraft towing tractors are reliable
and guaranteed to comply with US military specifications.

SHINJEONG Development Co. Comm. 82-52-254-1673
Email: shinjeon@chol.com Visit us at www.sjmotor.com

L stumseone




. December 8, 2004

- STARS AND STRIPES -

3 ) PAGE 15

FACES

Starr regrets focus on Lewinsky

Kenneth Starr says he never should have led the inves-
tigation that resulted in President Clinton’s impeach-
ment.

The former independent counsel, now dean of the Pep-
perdine University law school,
says “the most fundamental thing
that could have been done differ-
ently” was for somebody else to
have investigated Clinton’s state-
ments under oath denying he had
an affair with White House intern
Monica Lewinsky.

Starr said his role in a yearlong
investigation of Clinton should
have focused instead on Clinton’s
role in the failed Arkansas land
deal known as Whitewater.

“There was a sense on the part
of the country that my [Lewin-
sky] effort was an effort somehow to expand the [White-
water] investigation, when it was separate,” he told the
Santa Barbara (Calif.) News-Press following a speech
Wednesday.

Nick Nolte named in lawsuit

Parents of a teenage girl have sued Nick Nolte, alleging
their daughter was drugged and sexually assaulted at a
party at the actor’s Malibu, Calif., home two years ago.

The lawsuit, filed Nov. 29 in Superior Court, also lists
an employee and several others as defendants. One of the
defendants, Nicholas Woodring, was convicted in March
of having sex with the girl, then 15 and a minor.

The girl’s attorney, Philip Dunn, said Woodring was
sentenced to 180 days in jail, but that the case did not go
to trial.

“The criminal prosecution is over, and the victim wish-
es to make sure that nothing like this happens to anyone
else again under the same or similar circumstances,”
Dunn said Thursday.

The district attorney’s office could not immediately con-
firm a criminal conviction late Thursday.

“The incident happened nearly two years ago, when
Mr. Nolte was not at the property,” Nolte’s publicist Ar-
nold Robinson said Thursday. “It is our understanding
that the individual responsible has been held account-
able. Mr. Nolte was at the time, and still remains, con-
cerned for the young lady’s well-being.”

According to the civil suit, Woodring and a minor gave
the girl the date-rape drug GHB and then sexually as-
saulted her at a Jan. 25, 2003, party.

Dern gives birth to girl

Actress Laura Dern and musician
Ben Harper are the parents of a
baby girl, a publicist said Friday.

The couple’s daughter was born
Nov. 28 at Dern’s Los Angeles home,
said her spokeswoman, Cara Tripic-
chio. A name wasn’t released.

“Everyone’s healthy and happy,”
Tripicchio said.

The couple also have a son, Ellery
Walker, 3, who was born in 2001.
Dern, 37, and Harper, 35, are en-
gaged, Tripicchio said.

Dern’s film credits include “Ram-
bling Rose,” “Jurassic Park” and
“Wild at Heart.”

Country legend lifts fan’s spirits

A gift from country music legend Buck Owens has lift-
d one Salem, Ore., woman’s spirits.

Betty Youngblood received a huge
package this week. It contained a
red, white and blue guitar auto-
graphed by the 75-year-old Owens,
who hosted the TV show “Hee Haw”
for many years.

“I guess he wanted to cheer me
up,” joked Youngblood, a longtime
fan of the singer. She met Owens
three years ago. Her daughter works
for Owens’ company.

Owens knew Youngblood had

through  several difficult
months, including the death of her brother and recent eye
surgery.

The guitar is inscribed with the message: “Two easy les-
sons will qualify you to pick and grin with me. Your
friend, Buck Owens.”

Stories and photos from The Associated Press.

Owens

Cuunt duo shakes Nashville
~ with ‘Hick- hma

ABACA PRESS/KRT

Big & Rich perform with Two-Foot Fred, left back, and Cowboy Troy, far right, during the 38th annual Country Music

Awards at the Grand Ole Opry in Nashville, Tenn. Jon Rich,

middle, believes there’s a very strong “blue-collar connection”

between rap and country, something he and Big Kenny Alphin, far left, wanted to explore on their “hick-hop” tracks.

BY SEAN DALY
The Washington Post

ROANOKE, Va.
few hours before he’s scheduled to shake and
shimmy in front of 10,000 fans inside the sold-out
Roanoke Civic Center, Two-Foot Fred, the dwarf
prince of Nashville, is loose on an all-terrain vehi-

cle in the arena’s back parking lot. “The Deuce” — as his

bosses affectionately call him — can barely reach the han-
dlebars.

Fred, the cult-inspiring star of the video for country duo
Big & Rich’s risque hit “Save a Horse (Ride a Cowboy),”
steers the four-wheeler past buses and barbecue grills. Peo-
ple wave, flash thumbs-up. Big & Rich’s gmwmg gaggle of
groupies reach out for him over security b:

The Deuce jerks to a stop near a stern- faced levlalhan
named Cowboy Troy. The 6-foot-4, 250-pound rapper — in
black cowboy hat, gaudy belt buckle and bright, tight Su-
perman T-shirt — also plays a major role in Big & Rich’s
act, unleashing a motor-mouthed rhyme during “Rollin’
(The Ballad of Big & Rich)": “You’re lookin’ at me crazy
’cause you think I'm loco. The Big Black Cowboy with the
crazy vocal.”

“You're gonna see a whole different vibe tonight,” says
John Rich, 30, a thin, dark-haired man who looks like the
quiet dude at the poker table who’s about to take all your
chips. “I'll sound like an AC/DC concert.”

Straight-and-narrow Nashville isn’t quite sure what to do
with Rich and his partner, Big Kenny Alphin, whose debut
album, “Horse of a Different Color,” came out of nowhere
to push past the hallowed million-sold mark in just three
months. Sure, the good-time album has punny
honky-tonkers and slick ballads. But there’s also the
rap-rock of “Rollin’ ” with its all-inclusive message (“Char-
ley Pride was the man in black/Rock-and-roll used to be
about Johnny Cash/Hey, what you think about that?”). A
chorus of “Hey ya, hey ya” on “Wild West Show” is an obvi-
ous nod to hip-hoppers OutKast. “Save a Horse” has
call-and-response moments that remind you of a go-go
show. Plus you'll find the kind of silly skits, digi-squiggles
and self-referential boasting more akin to a Ludacris disc.
Yep, “Horse of a Different Color” is controlled, coun-
try-skewering chaos.

“Show me another country act with a black person in it!”
Rich says.

Although they have nothing but nice things to say about
country star Tim McGraw — after all, he did give them a
slot on his tour — Mr. Faith Hill nevertheless represents
the cleansing of country’s gritty roots. Big & Rich want to
dirty things up again. With a little help from their friends,

they've started a movement called the Muzik Mafia, a
tight-knit collection of maverick talents intent on giving
Nashville a swift kick in the gitalong. Think Willie Nelson’s
ruckus-raising Outlaws from the '70s — then add a dwarf.

“Why do you think Two-Foot Fred is so important to
what we do?” Rich asks about his friend, who introduces
the band as well as dances.

“Big & Rich don’t fit any musical genre as far as Fred’s
concerned. And that’s why he likes it so much, ’cause he
doesn’t fit in anywhere, either. When someone who doesn’t
feel like they belong at a country show sees a dwarf on-
stage, dancing around ... well, you can’t be any more out of
place than that. If he’s cool, everybody’s cool.”

“The Deuce is a badass,” says Alphin. “I think he’s a su-
perstar.”

And with that, Alphin, 40, a tall shaggy blond from
Culpeper, Va., takes another gulp of Crown Royal whiskey,
the preferred fuel for this nonstop party. There are bottles
of the hooch everywhere — on buses, in dressing rooms,
even in their songs. Just as 50 Cent talks up Bacardi on “In
Da Club,” Big & Rich, on “Save a Horse,” “buy the bar a
double round of Crown and everybody’s getting down.”

Rich, who grew up in Amarillo, Texas, believes there’s a
very strong “blue-collar connection” between rap and
country, something he and his Big partner wanted to ex-
plore on their “hick-hop” tracks.

There’s a common thread between hip-hop and country,
says Cowboy Troy, who stomps onstage each night for the
show-closing “Rollin’,” throwing a fist the size of a canned
ham into the air and demanding more crowd noise. “It’s all
about having a good time, drinking whatever you want to
drink. Friends and family. ... Big & Rich are breaking down
barriers, cross-pollinating between genres.”

Alphin and Rich like to stamp their motto, “Country
music without prejudice,” on posters, T-shirts, liner notes,
wherever. It may sound like a slick gimmick — after all,
Kid Rock has merged Southern rock and rap, plus he bud-
died onstage with little person Joe C. — but it comes off as
affectionate and genuine. Rich, formerly with the band
Lonestar, has been friends with Cowboy Troy Coleman for
11 years and pals with Two-Foot Fred Gill for six. Both
sidekicks sleep on Rich’s bus.

“We're friends first,” says Cowboy Troy, 33, who was an
assistant manager at a Foot Locker when he got the call
from Rich to come rap on “Rollin’.” “My personal loyalty is
to John Rich and Big Kenny.”

“Somebody else in Big & Rich’s position would not be as
cool to me,” says Fred, 30, who usually prefers a motorized
scooter to an all-terrain vehicle. “With me, there’s a little
more baggage. It's not easy. But they’re unbelievable.
They don’t even blink an eye when it comes to helping
me.”
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WEDNESDAY EVENING / DECEMBER 8, 2004

Afternoos
12:30 CSl: Crime Scene Investigation (12)

5:15 World News Hour

1:30_Israeli-Canadian Movie (1988): Iron | 10:10 BS World Documentary: Global Cata-
agle Il (2:00)(12) Clysm (1:Global Warming )

5150 News (6 115 N News

Evening Afterr

7:00 NHK News (1) 1215 ABON

7:25 Simple Rules (3
5 0 vove. (2000

(1:53)(6)

10:00 News (1)

00 America’s Top 40 (42)

8 Soccer: UEFA Champions League - Arse-

nal vs. Rosenborg (8)

208 omiurl Symphony Hour (4)

2:42 TV Series: Bull (6

JAPAN TV-BS7

Perfect Storm

215783 NewsHour
3:15 CNN News

15 World News

5:15 Asian News

Evening

6:15 CNN News

9:15 Economic News

10:00 BS Documentary: Hana's Suitcase
1115 NBA: New Jersey Nets vs. Cleveland

1:10 Figure Skating GP in France: Ice Dancing
5 Asian News
3:35 World Amazing Sports

515 World News

JAPAN TV-BS11

orning

10:00 Classical Music: Artemis Quartet (r)

Afternooy

3:00 Inside the Actor's Studio: Juliette
oche

g
7:00 NHK News
10:00 TV Seri

: Alias 2
French Movie (1983): E la Nave

or1
7:30 Oswald #2
8:00 U.S. Movie (1954): Rear Window (2:00)

Afternoon

12:00 TV Series: Third Watch

1:00 French-Swiss-ltalian Movie (1999):
Adieu, Plancher des Vaches! (2:00)

3:00 US. Movie (2002): The Mothman Prophe-
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Movie (1955):
e (1:54)

50008 Movi (2000 Blue Crush (1:45)
British Movie 2002): In This World

11:35 UEFA Euro 2004 Soccer: German vs. Hol-
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Morning
6:00 Wake Up
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50 | LIFE |(1995, Comeﬂy) Holly Hunter, Robert A woman asks her daughters to find their estranged sibling. (CC) is involved in an anonymous phone-sex relationship. (CC) loses Elizabeth Tay-|Blanche is swept
Du Jr. (CC) lor's pearls. if her feet. (CC)
ve +Stand U Lucyasks her_Smallvle Rosefa” A sl 2 [ =Stuart Litle" (1003 Comcy) Geena Dav, g Lauri, Voioss o TWhase Lnes i Whose Lin s | he 700 Cub (CC)
51 [ABCFAM Vathev 1o perfor the wedding ceremony.|message for Clark from his home plan- |Michael J. Fox. Human parents adopt a mouse ito their family. (CC) fnyway? Stpsr.|Anyway?D
(CC) heroes” (CC)_|(CC)
Mndem Warvels ‘Axes, Swords and | Home for the Holidays: The History of Wodern Marvels ‘Movie Thealers _[Full Throttle 1975 Firebira 1975 Poni-|oden Marvels ‘Bathroom Tech The |Ancient Monster Hunters (CC)
53 | HIST [Knives" History of biade implements. ~|Thanksgiving (CC) Movie palaces;diivesns. (N) (CC) ac Firebird. (CC) history of bathing and showering. (CC)
(CC)
Wovie (20) Movie Wovie (10:55) Movie
57 | STRIWV
[¢Football Fever [#Lost [Outlaws of the Aconcagua Trail Ex- |eAdventure Planet|#Best of Action [#Action Asla A Different Ball [#Football Fever |Nexi Wave Re- [#Adventure Planet|
58 [ADV 1 reme skiers retrace the final days of [Asia Challenge in |Challenge 2004 ouiking damaged
Buich Cassidy and the Sundance Kid Hong coral reefs.
[Bolling Points _[Bolling Points [ The Real World__|The Real World | The Real World [ MTV Cribs “Wrips, [| Want a Famous || Want a Famous [ Want a Famous |IWanta Famous | Want a Famous | Want a Famous
59 | MTV Philadelphia’ (CC) [*Philadeiphia” (CC) |*Philadelphia’ (CC) |Rides & Dubs " [Face Britney Face ‘Brad Pift" |Face Jennifer |Face “Pamela An- [Face “Jenette” |Face “Jesse”
Spears wannabe. opez wannabe i
[Juice [Juice “The Wiid _Juice “CalDog The [Juice ‘As Toid By _[Scar [SpongeBob [AllThat Even Stevens | The Brothers Gar- |Cousin Skeeter |Figure 1OUt | Legends of the
60 | NICK [RugratsiSponge- [Thomberrys’  |Angry Beavers™ ~ [Ginger” Solary night game |SquarePants (CC) (cc) cia (CC) (cc) Hidden Temple
Bob SquarePants® at ake.
Mornin 4:15 Asian News Hour 10:00 US. Movie (2001): Zoolander (1:35)

100 M Size Tuesday
8:00 Top Choi

10100 b Music
11:00 Top Choice
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AccuWeather.com
Tide Table NORTHERN JAPAN
Today Tomorrow Today Thursday
Mainland Japan High Tide 351238 133
kosuka 5:03am. 3:59 pm. 5:41am. 4:26 p.m. Tranquil and | Rather mild; Snow Clouds and
Sasebo 8:24am. 7:51pm. 8:57am. 821 pm. 00l 'some sun 'showers; brisk |sunshine
roa i
Cheju IslandiSogwip'o 7:61 am. 7:56pm.  &44am. 847pm
Kunsan 1232pm  none 124dam 127 pm
Okinaws, Naha 303am 403pm  S04am 443pm | [SHANGHAL ToRYO
Guam, Apra Harbor 4:32am. 411 pm. 543am.  4:44 p.m.
Today Thursday Today Thursday
Mainland Japan 59145 63149 56144 55145
‘Yokosuka 10:28am. 1045pm. 11:01am. 11:16 pm. Hazy with | Partly sunny, Sunshine Partly to
150am 216pm  221am 249pm. | |sunshine mostly cloudy
Korea
Cheju sland/Sogwipo 205 am. 234pm. 30éam.  346pm
H unsan Gagam m  74sam  819pm
Okinaws, Naha 951am 1043pm  104dam 1126pm
Guam, Apra Harbor ~ @:52am. 11:11pm.  10:52am. 1152 pm SOUTHERN JAPAN
© For tides at other sites apply minutes below to Naha tides: 3 Thursday
an: -3, Sesoko Byoch: 11 high and low tde: )
Unten Ko: -7 high, -8 ow, Yonabaru, Buckner Bay: 44 high, -42 low. China Mostly sunny | Partly to
and tranquil | mosty sunny
Today Thursday A v v
Taiwan 71/63 75165
aiwa Mostly cloudy: |Cloudy to
BANGKOK showers partly sunny
Today Thursday
85/68 87/68
Sunny Mostly sunny SUAW
iopi Today Thursday
86/77 86/77
- Sunshine: | Party sunny:
7 N Sray shower | snomer
Thursday (o] b\
85/74 85/74. 0 >

Clouds, sun, a
shower

Partly cloudy;
shower

As of 7 a.m. Tuesday, Tokyo time

Extended Forecasts

TOKYO KADENA
Friday: Showers, Friday: Periods of clouds and sun-
high 60, low 51. shine,

Saturday: Partly sunny, high 77, low 65.

high 59, low 45. Saturday: Partly sunny,

high 75, low 65.

SEOUL
Friday: Partly sunny,
high 47, low 22
Saturday: Partly sunny,
high 38, low 22

MANILA
Friday: Periods of clouds and sun-

shine,
high 87, low 74
Saturday: Partly sunny,
high 87, low 74

HAGATNA
Friday: Periods of clouds and sun-
shine,

high 86, low 77.

Saturday: Showers,

high 84, low 75.

Monday’s USA Temperatures

Z¥'s, +; FLURRIES]

ciry HGHLOW  CITY HiGHILOW
Albuquerque  41/29  Los Angeles  62/46
Amarillo 55/31  Little Rock 69154
Anchorage 20117 Louisville 66/56
Asheville 56/48  Miami 83/72
Baltimore 48/44  Milwaukee 44141
Birmingham 69/61  Nashville 6859
Bismarck 36/16  New York 42138
Boise 38/34  Omaha 49130
Boston 34129 Orlando 83/64
85/65 pl 47142 o
Buffalo 35/27  Phoenix 50/45
Buriington 24/16  Pittsburgh 53/46
Charleston, SC  69/57 ~ Portland, OR ~ 47/40
Charlotte 58/52  Portland, ME  27/21
Cleveland 49/46  SaltLake City  34/29
Columbus, OH ~ 53/51 St Louis, 62/48
Duluth 31/28  SanAntonio  76/50
El Paso 53/33  San Diego 62150
Hartford 32127 San Juan 8572
Helena 36/20  Tampa 82/66
Indianapolis 61/52  Tulsa 61/42
Jacksonville 80/60  Washington 51/48
Kansas City ~ 55/36  Wichita 53/33

Wednesday, December 08

* BiLLnGs.
W

RALEIGH
g

U.S. Extended Forecast
Mainly quiet across the East on
Wednesday with high pressure build-
ing into the Carolinas. A system on
the Pacific Northwest coast wil
remain stationary while high pressure
is in place over the four corners area.
This has the potential to cause some
heavy rainfall along the Oregon and
northern California coasts. Areas of
western Idaho, Washington and
northern Nevada will have a few
showers. On Thursday, moisture from
the Gulf of Mexico being drawn into
the Southeast around the western
edge of the high will bring showers
and thunderstorms to eastern Texas
and much of the Southeast, with the
exception of Florida, which will
remain dry. Most of the Northwest will
continue to be wet

Wednesday’s Pacific Temperatures

oy HGHLOW  CiTY HIGHILOW
Bangkok 85/68  Iwakuni 57143
Beijing 44/34  Kadena AB 71163
Camp Casey 46126  Kunsan AB 50/36
Christchurch 66/46  Kwajalein 85/76
Diego Garcia 86/77  Manila 85/74
Hagatna 86/77  Misawa AB 41129
Hanoi 73/59 san 47129
Hong Kong 72162 Perth 87/70
Honolulu 83/68  Pusan 55/41

oy HIGHILOW oy
Sasebo NB 5945 | Acapulco
Sapporo 35123 | Athens
Seoul 4328 | Auckland
Shanghai 50/45 Baghdad
Singapore 86/73 Barbados
ydney 79160 Barcelona
Taegu 53/33 Beriin
Taipei 70/59 Bermuda
Tokyo 56/44 Brussels

Wednesday’s World Temperatures
HGHLOW  CITY HGHLOW  CITY HGHLOW  CITY HIGHILOW
89/72 Budapest 44/34  Kabul 54/26  Nairobi 76/52
57/45 Buenos Aires  77/57  Kiev 34/24  New Delhi 83/54
65/51  Cairo 73/50  Kuwait 68/49 Oslo 8/33
61/33  Cancun 84/69 London 50/45  Paris 7/39
87/70  Cape Town 79/59  Madrid 50/40  Rio de Janeiro 81/72
54/42  Geneva 48/42  Mexico City 70/43  Rome 57144
42/36  Istanbul 50/42  Montreal 33/22  St. Petersburg 37/28
74/63  Jerusalem 57/39  Mogadishu 86/70  Stockholm 38/30
48/39  Johannesburg 69/52 Moscow 3222 Warsaw 39/30

Sell it.......Free!

Advertse your car, fruck, moforcycle,

o chargel O
Upto 7 lines of copy

or exmil us ot classfedsepst

sl
for 21doys - freel
Call Classifed foday o 2293276

boat, or bicycle in Stipes free!

Your Homelown News

STARSSASTRIPES,
ol el

iduals only - no dealers!
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King Tut for a price

LOS ANGELES — The Los

Angeles County Museum of
Art will present an exhibition of
King Tut’s treasures in June, but
visitors will have to pay as much as
$30 — a record ticket price — to
see it.

LACMA is expected to announce
that “Tutankhamen and the Gold-
en Age of the Pharaoh” will open
June 16 and include about 130
Egyptian artifacts, compared with
about 55 that toured the country in
the 1970s.

The “Tut” ticket prices will be
set by the exhibition’s backers.

Sea squirts crowd ocean

PORTLAND — Invasive
sea squirts are multiplying
on the Georges Bank ocean bot-
tom, posing potential threats to lu-
crative seafood species that live on
the productive fishing grounds.
Researchers who inspected the
area say sea squirt colonies now
cover at least 40 square miles, a six-
fold increase in the past year. The
colonies have created dense slimy
mats over gravel and sand on the
northern edge of Georges Bank.
The discovery of such a large off-
shore colony is believed to be un-
precedented and is especially trou-
bling because of the history and
value of Georges Bank to New En-
gland’s seafood industry.

Scowling statue to he sold

DALLAS — After more
than a decade of scowling at

Texas burger joint patrons,
Vladimir Lenin is on the move
again.

The statue of the former Soviet
tyrant, purchased for $500 by the
owner of Goff’s restaurant in 1992
from a factory in Ukraine, will be
listed on the Internet auction site
eBay.

Harvey Gough is selling his res-
taurant near Southern Methodist
University, and the 8-foot, 800-
pound statue has to go. He’s hoping
for opening bids of $3,000.

For Gough, a 33-year Texas Na-
tional Guard veteran, the statue is
avictory souvenir rather than a glo-
rification of Lenin.

Gough placed a plaque beneath
the feet of the founder of Russia’s
Communist dictatorship in front of
the x‘esmurant that said “America
won.”

Mercury spill conviction

DETROIT A former

maintenance worker was
convicted and faces up to 15 years
in prison for intentionally spilling
mercury inside a high school dur-
ing a union dispute. George Carl
Bush, 53, will probably receive be-
tween 10 months probation and
three years in prison instead, offi-
cials said. About 1,400 people in-
side the school were screened for
contamination after the October
2001 spill.

City to pay fired workers

7@ NEW YORK —The city has

been ordered in federal
court to give about $275,000 in
back pay to a police officer and two
firefighters who were fired for
riding in blackface on a Labor Day
parade float in 1998.

Judge John Sprizzo ruled the
city must pay Officer Joseph Locur-
to 880,000, firefighter Robert Stein-
er $77,121, and firefighter

-
AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

Jonathan Walters $117,804, court
records showed.

Former Mayor Rudolph Giuliani
blasted the display as a “disgusting
display of racism” and publicly de-
clared the three men would be
fired.

But last year, Sprizzo ruled that
their First Amendment rights were
violated when they were fired.

Virus may control ants

F GAINESVILLE — A US.

Department of Agriculture
researcher has discovered a natu-
ral infection that could help bring
imported red fire ants under con-
trol.

Marking the first time a virus
has ever been found in the invasive
species, Steven Valles, a Gaines-
ville-based entomologist, said the
cold-like virus could provide “an
additional control measure” in the
ongoing war against the fire ants.

The invasive pest is known for
its painful sting. It has been held in

bile Delta. The 14-year-old female
eagle, named Pilgrim, was treated
at the Wildlife Sanctuary of North-
west Florida in Pensacola.

Stun-gun student deported

OKLAHOMA CITY — An

Oklahoma State University
student will be deported but won’t
face legal action for trying to board
an airplane with a stun gun. Charg-
es against Marzook Saleh Al-Sham-
mary, a doctoral student from
Saudi Arabia, were dismissed in
federal court. Court documents say
Al-Shammary, 28, won't be al-
lowed back in the United States for
10 years.

Drunken pilot sentenced

NORRISTOWN — A drunk-

en pilot who buzzed his sin-
gle-engine plane near a nuclear
power plant and disrupted the
flight paths of six airliners was sen-
tenced to six to 23 months in pris-

n.

John V. Salamone had a blood al-
cohol level of 0.15 percent when he
landed after an erratic, four-hour
flight on Jan. 15 over the Philadel-
phia region, authorities said. The
legal limit for drivers in Pennsylva-
nia is 0.08 percent.

But Pennsylvania doesn’t have
laws concerning drunken flying,
and drunken driving charges
against Salamone were thrown out.

Instead, Salamone was convict-
ed of risking a catastrophe and
reckless endangerment.

44, of P , must

check by the of natural
enemies in its native region. In Bra-
zil, fire ant populations, densities
and mound sizes are significantly
less than they are in the United
States. But because few controls
followed the pest when it moved
into North America, imported pop-
ulations have increased nearly un-
checked.

Eagle returned to wild
MOBILE — A bald
eagle seriously injured in
a fight with another eagle a year
ago has been nursed back to
health.
Wildlife scientists planned to re-
lease the eagle back into the Mo-

Step right up

Janaina Janin, 2, drinks from

a fountain while being propped
by her cousin, Isai Rodriguez, 6,
and as her sister, Joana, 5, right,
turns on the water during an
indoor soccer tournament in
Spearfish, S.D.

also serve five years probation and
undergo alcohol  counseling, a
Montgomery County judge  or-
dered.

Titanic plate for sale

DALLAS — A homeless Dal-

las man is selling a plate
from the Titanic on the Internet
auction site eBay.

Asking  price?
$49,995.

Jay Sherman’s plate, which he in-
herited from a great-aunt, has been
authenticated by a Czech factory.
It was made exclusively for the
doomed cruise ship Titanic, and
may be the only one like it to sur-
Vvive

Sherman said his great-aunt was
a survivor of the great British
cruise ship and took the small plate
with her.

More than 2,600 people had visit-
ed the Web site, but no bids have
been posted.

Starting  at

Suit over tiger attack

MINNEAPOLIS The

mother of a girl attacked
by a Siberian tiger at an animal
park three years ago has sued the
county that investigated the case.
She alleges that sheriff’s deputies
deliberately filed inaccurate police
reports to protect the animal’s own-
ers and prevent the tiger from
being killed.

In her lawsuit, Mary Hartman
said she later found evidence to sug-
gest that the tiger, named Como,
was not put to death by its owners
in July 2001 as ordered by a judge,
but probably was killed more than
a year later. She said she believes
another tiger was killed in its place.
Como, used for breeding purposes,
was to be killed and tested for ra-
bies in the days after the attack to
keep Hartman’s daughter, Emily,
then 7, from having to undergo a se-
ries of painful shots.

Candles for Kwanzaa Mama Edie Arm-
strong, left,

helps Ashley Scharp, e, wllh the Ilghlmg of the Kinara during a
Kwanzaa Green Bay.

i Marine Sgt. Mark Murphy gets a kiss
SpeCIal Send()ff from his daughter, McKay, a
first-grader at Green Springs Elementary School in Olathe, Kan.
Murphy was at the school for a sendoff party by the students in
McKay’s class. Murphy will be leaving for Iraq after the first of the
year so the students drew pictures and wrote inspirational com-
ments about how proud they are of him.

Tournament of Roses Queen
Ashley Moreno applies onion

Parading pandas

seed to the nose of a panda on a float, titled Playful Pandemoni-
um. The float, celebrating family, will be entered in the Rose
Parade on New Year's Day.
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Here comes Santa Claus Santaand his helpers make their annual trip down Bayou Little

Caillou in Char

Cat fancied Judge Rachel Anger of Ann Arbor, Mich.,
declares Chamseys Pinot Grigio the best
kitten at the United Persian Society Cat Show at the Sangamon County
Fairgrounds in New Berlin, lll. The European Burmeese was shown by
Robin Bryon of Champaign, IIl. The show included about 200 cats.

in, La., ahoard a commercial shrimp vessel.

Helping hand

A snowhoarder, right, get a lesson
from a Perfect Turn ski instructor
at Mount Snow in West Dover, Vt.

Kicking off Christas

The Radio City Rockettes perform during the Boston debut of the
Radio City Christmas spectacular at the Wang Theatre.

Bear hunt called off

TRENTON — The state’s

highest court called off New
Jersey’s bear hunt four days be-
fore the season is scheduled to
start.

In a unanimous decision, the Su-
preme Court ruled that the state
needs to establish a proper manage-
ment program for bears before it
can allow the animals to be hunted.

More than 300 black bears were
killed in last year’s hunt — the first
bear season in 33 years in New Jer-
sey. Proponents maintain another
season is needed because of in-
creasing contact between the ani-
‘mals and humans.

The hunt was authorized in July
by the state Fish and Game Coun-
cil, an independent panel that sets
New Jersey’s hunting seasons.
Nearly 4,000 permits had been is-
sued.

Dog rescued from tire

> WACO — It took the Jaws

of Life and a veterinarian,
but Cinnamon the Boston terrier is
no longer stuck in a tire.

Wayne Hyde saw  his
10-month-old dog’s rear quarters
sticking in the air, her head
plugged into the center rim of a
full-size tire.

Trudy Dillinger, Hyde’s girl-
friend, tried using Vaseline to re-
lease the 17-pound dog’s head,
which seemed bigger than the 4-
inch-diameter ring around her
neck.

Dlllmger called the Bellmead

epartment.  Firefighters
Lned to cut the tire rim with a hand-
held metal saw, but they stopped to
avoid accidentally hurting the dog.

Then they used their most seri-
ous extraction device, a rescue tool
called the Jaws of Life, which uses
hydraulic power to pry apart or
slice open cars when accident vic-
tims are stuck.

Briton pleads guilty

LOS ANGELES — A

43-year-old man originally
from Middlesbrough, England,
pleaded guilty Tuesday to trying to
extort $180,000 from a supermar-
ket chain by threatening to put
tainted baby food products on
store shelves, authorities said.

In exchange for his guilty plea,
federal prosecutors agreed to rec-
ommend that David Ian Dickinson
be sentenced to 41 to 51 months in
prison. Dickinson had faced a pos-
sible 25-year prison term.

A federal grand jury in May
handed up an indictment against
Dickinson charging him with one
count of extortion and one count of
tampering with consumer prod-
ucts. Dickinson was living with his
family in the Venice area of Los An-
geles on an expired visa at the time
of the extortion attempt.

Released, then arrested

> DALLAS — A 76-year-old
man was arrested just three
months after his release from a
Texas prison where he had served
more than 40 years on a wrongful
conviction.

Robert Carroll Coney of Dallas
was released in August after his
1962 Angelina County robbery con-
viction was ruled a case of mistak-
en identity.

Coney had said his identity was
confused with a man he carpooled
with through Lufkin on the day of
the crime.

But federal marshals recently ar-
rested him on a warrant issued in
1976, accusing him of escaping
from a Georgia prison. The Dallas
Morning News reported he had
been serving a 23-year sentence in
Georgia for robbery and forging
checks.

Coney had spent time behind
bars in several states, including
Texas, Louisiana and Mississippi,
and escaped and was recaptured
numerous times.

Six dead in crash

VERO BEACH — Six peo-

ple died in a head-on colli-
sion on Florida’s Turnpike that
might have been caused by a
blown tire, officials said.

The incident began when the driv-
er of a Toyota heading north lost con-
trol of the vehicle, which crossed
the median into southbound traffic
about 20 miles west of Vero Beach,
Florida Highway Patrol Lt. Pat San-
tangelo said. The car then rammed
head-on into a Honda.

The Honda sideswiped another
southbound vehicle, causing the
third car to cross the median into
northbound lanes.

No one in the third vehicle was
injured.

All three people in the Toyota
died and three of the four people in
the Honda died, including a
7-month-old child, Santangelo said.

One woman in the Honda sur-
vived with a broken leg, he said.

Donor IDs stolen

A Red Cross employee and

two other people were ac-
cused of stealing the identities of
about 40 blood donors and using
the information to obtain about
$268,000 in cash and merchandise.

In 2002 and 2003, Red Cross data
entry clerk Danielle Baker, 33, of
Collingswood, N.J., filched names,
addresses, dates of birth, Social Se-
curity numbers, telephone num-
bers and places of employment
from the computer records of peo-
ple who had participated in corpo-
rate blood drives in Philadelphia,
U.S. Attorney Patrick Meehan said.

Harold J. McCoy III, 33, and
Karynn R. Long, 36, of Dayton,
Ohio, then used the information to
obtain credit, cash counterfeit
checks and get bank loans, Mee-
han said.

“The defendants zeroed in on
people based on their employment
with companies that paid well,
knowing it was easier for people
with high salaries to obtain credit,”
he said.

79-year-old arrested

FORT LAUDERDALE — A

79-year-old woman was ar-
rested at Fort Lauderdale Interna-
tional Airport when security
screeners found an unloaded gun
in her carry-on bag, sheriffs offi-
cials said.

Margaret Anderson was plan-
ning to board a flight on Bahamas
Air when an X-ray scanner re-
vealed a small handgun inside the
bag, and Broward Sheriff’s Office
deputies took her and her luggage
into custody, sheriffs spokesman
Jim Leljedal said in a news re-
lease.

Deputies found a single-shot
Colt Derringer in a gun case built
to resemble a hardcover book,
with seven .22-caliber bullets in
the case next to the weapon, the
sheriff’s office said.

Stories and photos from wire services
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Enter the Like No
Other Holiday
Sweepstakes

GRAND PRIZE

42” Plasma TV
Plasma WEGA™
Integrated Plasma TV

$3,499 Value!
#KE-42T52

DOOR PRIZES FOR EACH STORE

FIRST PRIZE:
400-Disc CD Changer
$269.00 Value!

#CDP-CX455

SECOND PRIZE:
Hi-Fi VHS Video
Cassette Recorder
$89.99 Value!
#SLV-N55

THIRD PRIZE:
Sony Cassette Walkman
with TV/Weather band
$49.95 Value!

#WM-FX494

No purchase necessary to win.
One(1) grand prize. One(1) first,
second and third prize per store.
See your BX/PX for complete
contest details. Some products
may not be available at all
exchanges.

MAFE==

Participating Stores: Misawa
* Yokota * Zama * Casey

¢ Humphrey ¢ Osan * Walker
* Yongsan e Foster ¢ Kadena
* Guam

| -
5349
Special buy!

27’ FD Trintron® WEGA® TV
#KV-27F$120

FD Trinitron® Picture Tube  Digital Comb Filter «
COMPONENT VIDEQ INPUT (Y/Pb/Pr) « Clear
Edge VM™ Wideband Velocity Modulation «
Steady Sound® Auto Volume Control with BBE®
* 120V, 60Hz

Limited quantities

$29900 Reg. $379

You save $80!
400-Disc Progressive
DVD/SACD Player #pvp-cxossv
400-disc changer « Precision Cinema

Progressive™ output « Watch almost any DVD
including DVD-RW/R and DVD+RW/R * 120V, 60Hz

December 3 through December 16

ony Like No Other

Reg. $3,499
You save $500!

¥2.999%

42” Plasma WEGA™

Intergrated Plasma Television
#KE-42TS2

HDTV Monitor « Built-In NTSC TV Tuner «
Built-In Stereo Speakers (9Wx2) « 1024 x
1024 Resolution * CineMotion™ Reverse
3-2 Pull-Down = Auto voltage

$5900
Special buy!

HiFi VHS Video Cassette
Recorder #sLv-ns00

Compact 14" Width « Flash Rewind * 19 Micron
Heads » Commercial Skip * Front and Rear
Audio/Video inputs « 120V, 60Hz

Limited quantities

*169”

Home Theater in a Box Package
#HT-DDW660

Reg. $199
You save $30!

420-watt home theater system delivers cinema

like experience * State-of-the-art decoding:

Dolby® Digital, dts®, Dolby Pro Logic® * 120V,
0Hz

@ k870X

219

Cyber-shot®D
Still Camera +

4.1 Megapixel, 3X 0
frame and stay smo

@ ke871A2

%299
Cyber-shot® L
Still Camera ;
5.1 Megapixel, 3X (

design « Carl Zeiss

85 Sy
PS Grey NET|
Digital Music
Store 5 hours of mt
MiniDisc (LP4 Mod

or CDs at up to 32x
Limited quantities
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Joliday Sale

@ s582A

@ Res2A

SONY

LIKE NO OTHER"

@ ss5314

'0 Reg. $245.00
You save $26!

Still Camera #psc-P93

features help you go the distance

Free -
/4 @ K871A1 Backpack!

$2 5 900 Reg. $289.00

You save $30!
igital Cyber-shot® Digital
DSC-P73

ptical Zoom helps you
sth, even up-close

5.1 Megapixel, 3X optical and Smart Zoom™

Reg. $589
$49900 You save $90!
MiniDV Digital Handycam®
Camcorder #DCR-Hc40

1.0 Megapixel Advanced HAD™ imaging chip «
2.5" Hybrid SwivelScreen™ Touch Panel LCD

Reg. $349
$30900 You save $40!
Digital8 Handycam®
Camcorder #DCR-TRV460

2.5" SwivelScreen™ Touch Panel LCD Display
« Super NightShot® 0 Lux Recording

@ 11034 @ a469M
Reg. $339.00 :
)0 Save $40! $2 1 8900 i
o y Special buy!
igital VAIO® T Series Notehook #ven-T1501

¥DSC-P100
VAIO® T Series notebooks are designed for real-world agility. Incre-

)ptical Zoom in a small, stylish dibly small and lightweight, yet loaded with features  Intel Centrino,

$ 00 Reg.5389
You save $40!
Digital Photo Printer #ppp-ex7

Direct Print from Memory Stick® media or other
popular flash media * 3.8 color LCD w/Touch

B Vario-Tessar® lens
Limited quantities

ULV Pentium-M733(w1.10A GHz) «
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR/OPINION

Make the most of training

I'm a soldier with 2nd Battalion, 130th
Field Artillery stationed in Baghdad. I agree
that maybe National Guard units being de-
ployed don't get the right training, but un-
less you know exactly what you are going to
do then it doesn’t matter much. Whatever
training you get, it is designed to get you
started and prepare you to go to war, it
won't teach you everything. You need to
take what they give you and improve on it or
add to it as you see fit.

My battalion went through mobilization
in 27 days and got to spend five hours with
our families before we left. We were sent
here to do a job that we weren't trained to
do. Yeah, National Guardsmen may think
they have it rough, but there are others who
had it rougher. People die in war and no mat-
ter how much training or how good the
equipment you have, nothing will ever
change that.

So they should quit whining about their
training and equipment and do their job the
best they can. They're soldiers, they should
suck it up and drive on.

Spe. Alan Entrikin
Camp Slayer, Iraq

Give Marine a break

The writer of the Nov. 26 letter “Don’t glo-
rify tobacco” makes a point that smoking is
dangerous.
just going to be another chapter in
the civil war of the South versus the North.

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. Al letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:
U.S. Mail:

Readers Forum

Stars and Stripes
Unit 45002 Minato-ku

APO AP 96337-5002  Tokyo 106-0032

Via fax from ]apan 03-3408-8936;
DSN 229-3271

Via fax from outside Japan:
[CD’QAHZ(%DWE +81] 3-3408-8936;

International mail:
Stars and Stripes
7-23-17 Roppongi

E-mail: letters@pstripes.osd.mil

have no clue as to the writer’s deployment

history, but to sit at Camp Arifjan, Kuwait,
nd condemn a photo of a Marine taking a

well-deserved break is just pathetic.

1 can only imagine that the writer doesn’t
understand the stress of combat and how it
is [that] the small things get you through the
day, whether that be a cup of hot coffee, a let-
ter from home or a cigarette break.

As a physician assistant, I encourage sol-

diers to stop using tobacco products, but T
also realize that the middle of a stressful de-
ployment may not be the easiest time to do
it. And just like any other addiction, the sol-
dier has to be in a place mentally where he
is ready to stop smoking.

Our aid station has run a smoking-cessa-
tion class with many success stories.

1 don't feel that this pamcular photo “glo-
rifies” smoking or anything else for that mat-
ter. It shows a young Marine prepared to
give his life for his country and its cause
who just wants to take a break, have a ciga-
rette and go home in one piece.

1st Lt. Jeff Szymanski
Camp Liberty, Iraq

Stamp out smoking

Please try to not put pictures of soldiers
smoking in Stripes articles.

This seems to be a habit in military pho-
tographers and their pictures. The recent
picture that may become the face of the Iraq
war (“ ‘Marlboro man’ just wants another
smoke,” article, Nov. 16) is an unfortunate
example.

‘This image of the young soldier smoking
glorifies a process that is more likely to kill
him than the war itself. Lung cancer, head
and neck cancer, impotence — these don’t
seem as cool as the image portrays.

Idon’t think it would be any less of an ex-
ample of the face of our soldiers in war with-
out the cigarette, either. The image of the
smoking soldier needs to be one of the past.
We know

Dr. (Maj.) Tom Repine
31st Combat Support Hospital, Baghdad

Post-Cabinet

he choice of Bernard Kerik to head

Kerik eyes his homeland?

drop Ridge’s laughable color-coding, and
limit his toac-

the Department of He Secu-
rity gets more interesting the more
you think about it. Especially if
you live in New Jersey.
From the national

Zev Chafets  point of view, Kerik

————— seemslikea good pick.
He knows something
about_security, he has
experience running a
large bureaucracy and
he’s equipped with good
instincts. That became
obvious  when  he
slipped out of his Iragi
police adviser gig after
Justa few months. Kerik
is the kind of guy who
knows an unwinnable
hand when he’s dealt one.

The Department of Homeland Security is
almost as big a mess as the Baghdad PD. No-
body knows exactly what it does or even
what it is. But the secretary’s role is clear;
he serves as the public face of the war on ter-
ror. In other words, it is a PR job (at least
until the next attack). Success in office
means being more impressive than Tom
Ridge.

This should be a snap for Kerik, who is
Manbhattan media-savvy. All he has to do is

Doonesbury

tual emergencies.

But Kerik has more than common sense
going for him. Unlike Ridge, he’s got star
quality. Kerik is the son of a Jersey hooker
who was murdered when he was a young
boy. He was raised in the streets of Pater-
son, dropped out of high school, joined the
service, bummed around the world and
eventually found his vocation as a street

cop.

This is folk-hero stuff and, in fact, a Holly-
wood biopic is on the way. When it comes
out, the new secretary of homeland security
will be the national badass, bigger than Ar-
nold and twice as real.

ssuming, of course, he gets confirmed.
The NYPD isn't known for producing an-
gels, and there are possibly a few rough
patches in Kerik’s career. Still, since he al-
ready has the blessing of Democrats Hillary
Clinton and Chuck Schumer, he ought to
sail through Senate confirmation without
much scrutiny. .

But it is New Jersey, his native state and
current residence, where his future lies.

Be: erik is an ambitious Republi-
can. He considered running for governor
before learning that the New Jersey state
Conatitor, ?

requirement. But there is no such limit

for U.S. senators.

New Jersey Sen. Jon Corzine recently an-
nounced that he’s running for governor next
year. Corzine has a good reputation, particu-
farly for raising money. If he wins the state-
house, there will be an opening in the Sen-
ate. It will be filled by a lame-duck candi-
date who will have to win the job in 2006.

The Republicans naturally want that seat,
and they’ve got a shot — with the right candi-
date. After all, New Jersey trended toward
the GOP in 2004, largely because of
post-traumatic concerns over terrorism.
And who would make a better senator than
homeboy Bernie Kerik, just returned from
Washington after a year as America’s home-
land security chief?

Like all political scenarios, this one de-
pends on circumstances. A terror attack on
Kerik’s watch could discredit him. So could
a scandal, always a possibility in a depart-
ment with an immature administrative
structure and a lot of money to give away.

But, if Kerik’s luck holds, he’ll be able to
dole out national security pork for the next
year (or three, if he wants to wait for 2008);
then head home to Jersey with a pocketful
of IOUs. That’s the last thing the Democrats
need: a Republican working-class superhe-
ro with red-hot ambitions in a state that's
supposed to be true-blue.

Zev Chafets is a New York Daily News columnist.

BY GARRY TRUDEAU

"TRAGEDY IN AL AMIOK TOAY
5 INTENGE U. 5. BOMBING




. December 8, 2004

- STARS AND STRIPES -

3 ) PAGE 23

OPINION

What strengthens parties weakens process

WASHINGTON
he more the academics and ana-
lysts explore the entrails of last
month’s election, the clearer and
simpler the lesson becomes. As the

Clinton folks might put it, “it’s the partisan-
ship, stupid.”

Democrats  did a
first-class job of mobi-
lizing their supporters
and bringing them to
the polls. But Republi-
cans did an even better
job, and that is essen-
tially why they won.

The anatomy of the
Nov. 2 voting is intrigu-
ing in itself, but its im-
plications for the fu-
ture of politics and gov-
ernment are even
‘more important. It signals a protracted peri-
od of two-party competition and means that
Republicans and Democrats alike will face
intense pressure to keep their coalitions in-
tact.

David Broder

Democrats, who came out on the short
end of the 51-48 percent presidential popu-
lar vote and also lost seats for the second
election in a row in both the House and Sen-
ate, cannot afford any more defections. Loss-
es among women, minorities and what re-
mains of their Southern base would make
the task of a comeback all the more difficult.

It surely was not a coincidence that Presi-
dent Bush began taking steps to split that

Democratic caalition with his very frst ap-
d-term

to hi:
tion: Condoleezza Rice, a black woman wllh
Southern roots and a California connection,
to run the State Department; Margaret Spell-
ings, another woman and a Texan, to run the

Department of Education; and two high-pro-
file Hispanics, Alberto Gonzales and Carlos
Gutierrez, to lead the Justice and Commerce
departments respectively.

But it is not only Democrats who have to
worry about coalition-maintenance. Republi-
cans and Bush in particular are equally de-
pendent on keeping the flock intact. Bush
did not beat John Kerry among indepen-
dents. Kerry won almost 9 out of 10 Demo-
cratic votes and prevailed narrowly among
independents. Bush won only by turning out
‘massive numbers of Republicans and captur-
ing more than 9 out of 10 of their votes.

What was true of Kerry and Bush applied
almost equally to the races for the Senate,
the House and governorships. ... House Re-
publican candidates received more than 8 of
10 Republican votes, while Democratic can-
didates received 3 of 4 Democratic votes. It
was not surprising that House Speaker Den-
nis Hastert did not want to let Democratic
lawmakers pass the president’s mtelllgence

jon plan over the
many Republicans. To do so would allenale
him from his flock, and perhaps put some of
them at risk with their voters.

All this is a far cry from the pattern of gov-
ernment and politics with which we became
familiar during the Cold War. As John Ken-
neth White of Catholic University points out
in one of the clearest and most succinct of
the many post-election analyses that have
crossed my desk, from 1952 through 1988,
Republicans won the White House seven of
10 times, but rarely were able to disturb
Democratic control of Congress.

THAT WAGNT TH
SALVATION Ahy FLEND You
J A 10-

iAS A DEMOCRAT
TION FUND-

SALV

to look after the down-home concerns, such
as Social Security, Medicare, education and
the rest.

But that pattern of divided government
has been decisively broken. ... Part of the
story is the change in the South, where con-
servative Democrats once prevailed. Now,
their House and Senate seats are occupied
by Republicans.

Bm pamsans on both sides in other re-

From Dwight through the
first President) ‘Bush, the voting public gener-
ally trusted Republicans to manage interna-
tional affairs, keep the communists at bay,
assure a strong defense and run the econo-
my. Democrats in Congress were preferred

the genuine differ-

ences between Republicans and Democrats

and are choosing sides accordingly. Some of
those differences are ideological.

Some are cultural, including the issues of

faith and religion, which drew so much atten-

tion in the immediate aftermath of the elec-
tion.

But the overwhelming factor, the one that
ties it all together, is the simple pull of parti-
san allegiance — the hold that each of the
parties exerts on its own followers.

Where there is strong partisanship in the
electorate, White reminds us, we are likely
to see partisanship in government as well.
“The significance of party to the 2004 vote
means that compromise between the two
parties-in-government is unlikely,” White
writes.

Keep that in mind when the next Con-
gress begins.

David Broder s a member of
Washington Post Writers Group.

Insurgents seemingly unaffected by troop levels

BY RICHARD HART SINNREICH

radualism rarely is a productive

way to apply military power. War,

as theorist Carl von Clausewitz re-

‘minded us, is not just the applica-
tion of force against an unresisting object.
Enemies adapt, and piecemealing combat
power allows them that much more freedom
todo it.

All of which is relevant to Iraq troop lev-
els — which, the Pentagon announced last
week, will climb for the next few months to
150,000, the highest level since the war
began. Only about 1,500 will be troops not al-
ready scheduled to deploy. The rest of the in-
crease will come from extending the tours of
the units the new deployments were intend-
ed to replace.

That’s likely to arouse justifiable unhappi-
ness among affected soldiers and their fami-
lies. For all the benefits of unit rotation, rais-
ing expectations only to shatter them isn't
one. As many have noted, the human bur-
dens of this war are being borne by a very
small number of our citizens in and out of
uniform. Overstraining their undoubted ded-
ication isn’t wise.

But the broader question is what, in a mili-
tary sense, 12,000 more troops for a few
months will buy us. In that connection, re-
cent trends are anything but encouraging.

This year alone U.S. troop levels in Iraq
rose from 115,000 in February, to 130,000 in
March, to 138,000 in May, to 140,000 in July,
before dipping to 138,000 in September. Dur-
ing the same period, insurgent attacks on co-
alition forces, never mind Iraqis, rose from
around 400 a month to 2,400.

That's an ominous correlation. It suggests
that the insurgents have been able not only
to withstand incremental U.S. troop increas-
esbut also to expand their operations signifi-
cantly despite them.

There’s no obvious reason to expect that
another marginal troop increase will re-
verse that pattern. On the contrary, official
announcement of the increase as merely a
measure to dampen violence in advance of
January’s scheduled election offers the in-
surgents every incentive to ride it out.

Given the overall scarcity of coalition forc-
es in relation to Iraq’s populated geography,
that shouldn’t be too difficult. From the out-
set, the military problem in Iraq has never
been insufficient troops to defeat the enemy
in battle, but rather insufficient troops to se-
cure what they've won.

Now that we've belatedly decided to clear
the insurgents from urban strongholds such
as Samarra and Fallujah rather than hoping
they would disarm, the problem is likely to
mount. Each local success implies a subse-
quent requirement to secure the cleared lo-

cality, and troops committed to such occupa-
tion can’t also continue to attack.

Nor, apparently, can we count on Iraq’s
fledgling security forces to bail us out. Even
the most encouraging reports of their perfor-
mance confirm that their reliability and ef-
fectiveness depend entirely on their contin-
ued integration with better-equipped,
-trained and -led coalition forces. Turning
cleared areas over to them lock, stock and
barrel isn’t feasible yet.

ile ... all i

true from the first day of the invasion, this is
merica’s war to win or lose. Barring an un-
likely change of heart by those with little rea-
son to have one, we had better start thinking
seriously about what it will take to win it.
The odds are that continued gradualism
won’t. The temptation is to blame it on politi-
cians. ... But that doesn’t excuse military
commanders who should know better and
who repeatedly have insisted that they have
all the troops they need even as events just
proved otherwise.

that Janu-
ary may well see the departure or reduction
of some current allied contingents. Presum-
ing that these cutbacks would not include
our British allies, the military consequences
would be relatively modest, however uncom-

Brand new lioutenant would blush at so con-
sistent a pattern of military misjudgment.

That also happened 40 years ago, and
we're still paying the price. Even the most
stubborn leaders should be reluctant to risk
making the same mistake again.

fortable the political But they
certainly wouldn't help.
All of which suggests that, as has been

Richard Hart Sinoveich writes about military affairs
for the Lawton, Okla., Sunday Constitution. This
Column first appeared in The Washington Post.

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Horoscope

The subconscious is like a soap
opera that evolves in its own parallel
world. Whether or not we choose to
tune in, the characters
continue to interact, and the
plot continues to weave. But
during the Scorpio moon,
we're irresistibly drawn into
the action and can't help
reacting to it. Something
you thought was just a
hunch tums out to be true.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(December 8). You love
adventure, and this year
gives you worlds to discov-
er! This month, a circle of
interesting folks wants to
know you, and your interaction with
them brings new business and
romance into your personal life.
January starts a career transition
that lasts almost three months, but
in late March, a huge win makes
you happy you were tenacious.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). A
$1 bill and a $100 bill are the same
size on the same paper printed with
the same ink. The only difference is
the message. Make your message
powerful and unique. Let the world
experience your value.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
You're not a vengeful person — not
usually. OK, sometimes you are, but
only on days like today, when all the
wrong people seem to be getting the
good stuff. Assign yourself a “time
out’ to count your blessings.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Once you fallinto a groove, there's
no stopping you. If everyone were
as spontaneous, optimistic and
energetic, all the work would be
done, and you could start your
weekend already. Do be careful not
to look down on others now.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Strange but appealing opportunities
seem slightly removed from the real
thing. Beware of the lure of rhine-
stones. This is no time to abandon
loyalty and securiy for potential
riches and fame.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You're
valued for your potential — and
you'll certainly live up to it — but
pause to be sure it's what you really
want. Your talents are varied. Which

4

Holiday

ones give you the greatest joy?
What work doesn't feel like work
when you're doing it?

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). In
medieval times, it was believed that
one had to tumn pale in the presence
of a beloved, eat and sleep very little

. when vexed by love, and
Mathis  suffer through the excruci-
ating beauty of a loved
one. Kinda like what
you're going through now.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Once
again, everyone tums to
you to smooth things
over. Your deft handling
of people is a skill more
marketable than you
think. Brainstorm how you
could be paid more for
what comes so naturally to you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
You're a whirling dervish, spinning
for the sheer spirtual ecstasy of it
Keep this in mind when loved ones
challenge you to calm down and
have a cup of tea. Your choice is to
spin, and there’s nothing wrong with
that.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Subtle yet powerful factors
contribute to your level of satisfac-
tion. You're likely to take to heart
what someone says in passing or
see an unusual accident as a sign.
Good! You're paying attention!

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Your love of nature grounds
you, and you'll feel relief when
wrapped in its beauty. This is some-
thing to enjoy privately — others.
may diminish your experience with
their lack of understanding. Except
for Virgo, of course.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Usually a mellow sort, you're still not
immune to the occasional impulse to
rage. Take a walk, make a call, or
go to the gym. Exhaust all other
options before unleashing the furies.
Ultimately, you're passionate be-
cause you care.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
People around you can't help but be
influenced, and perhaps a bit intimi-
dated, by your high standards. Let
young ones know that it's OK to fail
once in a while — in fact, its an
essential part of their development
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Hagar Dilbert Blondie Spider Man Baby Blues B.C. Foxtrot

Garfield

16OT MY LITTLE BROTHER'S |
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THEY EAT
THE MASAZINES
IN MY WAITING
ROOM

HE SEEMS TO UNDERSTAND THE
BASICS Ge BECTER TWAN Z0€ DID
AT Tals Age.

YOULL BE THE §[acTRESS? Yourl
PERPECT LEAPING 1[BE FAR MORE
> IN MY FILA. 2| TN T
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YOUR BLINDING
FLASHES OF THE
OBVIOUS MADE
SIGHTLESS FOR

THREE DAYS.

ME

I HOPE YOU DIDN'T
DRIVE YOUR CAR.
YOURE NOT SUPPOSED
TO DO THAT L
YOURE BLIND.
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ALL RIGHT, L'LL TAKE LYOU TO
SEE SANTA IF YOU PROMISE
TO BEHAVE

2
S FEonE s

R Onveo 128

CMON! THAT Was
M BEST FAKE.
SINCERE SMILE!

Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across 58 Altar affirmative 25 Bond, for one
1 Actress Jessica 59 Writer Anita 26 Coloration
5 Hole 27 Getting there
8 Manage somehow Down 29 Catcall?
12 Earl Grey's 1 Teensy bit 31 Piercing tool
family? 2 Musical Horne 32 “Holy cow!”
13 Commotion 3 Crazy 34 Obeys the
14 In due course 4 Off the boat coxswain
15 Fleeing the fuzz 5 Crony 38 Attraction
17 WWIl invasion 6 Tennyson 40 Home away from
site princess home
18 Street's boss? 7 Pyramid, often 42 Blond shade
19 Anticlimax 8 Social stratum 43 Sci-fi villain
21 Patronize the 9 Working 44 Prince of India
library 10 Game of 45 Author Morrison
chukkers 47 Othello’s foe

24 |nfinitesimal

25 Old woman's 48 Florentine farewell

49 Screws up

11 Eve's grandson
16 Away from WSW

home 20 MPs’ 52 Affirmat
28 Wheels of fortune? o - N qd“a"y l"ma e
30 Binge inge action

23 Low-down joints 53 Snake eyes

33 Bit of wordplay

34 “Bolero” composer

35 Have bills

36 still

37 Hydrox competitor

38 Competent

39 In what way?

41 Trade

43 KFC piece .

46 ... enhanced by
this?

50 Capital output

51 Broadcasting

54 California town

55 Promptly

56 Culture medium

57 Serenades the
moon

Answer to Previous Puzzle

12-8 CRYPTOQUIP

KXDS SAOWDL) OXDZVYRY

ELYY LKLP v YAEEGYD

VR'Y OGZEWDRDWP
YAVRLQWD R G QLIJVAZ.
Yesterday’s  Cryptoquip: MY  BROTHER
CLAIMED HE WOULD RETURN MY COLANDER,
BUT HIS STORY DIDN'T HOLD WATER.
Today’s Cryptoquip Cluc: E cquals P
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Husband’s cyber-looking alarming JUNIESLE

Dear Abby: 1 am a married
‘mother of two, with what I
thought was a good marriage.

My husband, “Charles,” am‘l I
like to surf the Web, and trust
each other enough not to check
user histories — but one morning
he forgot to close a window on
his computer.

What I saw shook me.
Charles had joined a
“married but looking”
Web site about a year
ago. It was news to me. T
thought we had a strong
marriage. His profile
said he wanted a casual,
discreet “fling” with no
strings attached. It said
that he was married, but
not happily! (He never
said that to me.) It also
showed that he had con-
tacted three women, one here in
our small town.

Even if he hasn’t followed
through, I feel that he has cheat-
ed on me by contacting those
women. I know I need to talk to
him and find out what is going
on, but I don’t know how to ap-
proach him without him claiming

Dear Abby

that I invaded his privacy.
arriage counseling is not an
option. Money is tight, and the
minister of the church where we
attend is his uncle. Please tell me
what to do.
— Hurt and
Humiliated
in Adrian, Mich.

Dear Hurt: Your
husband may be as
scared of telling you
he’s unhappy as you
are to tell him that you
know.

For the sake of your
marriage, it's time to
clear the air.

Tell Charles that you
are aware of his exira-
curricular activities
and how you feel. Do
not allow him to put
you on the defensive. If
you think he might lie, contact
the women and ask what's been
going on. Since you prefer not to
confide in your husband’s uncle,
consult another minister.

Dear Abby: 1 am a woman in
my 30s with a group of close

friends who have been together
since college. We have a question
on which we are divided.

A couple of the women feel it
is OK to apply lipstick, or pow-
der their noses, at the table in a
restaurant, The others feel it's
inappropriate. We realize that in
the scheme of things, this is a
small issue, but it’s causing un-
rest among us. There is also the
question of whether or not it is
appropriate to talk on a cell
phone at the restaurant table.

— Needs a Reply in

Davidsonville, Md.

was taught that
a “quickie” —
dab of powder or an unobtrusive
application of lipstick — it is
permissible at the table. If it
takes more than a minute, the
repair job should be done in the
ladies’ room.

As to cell phones: It is rude
and distracting to use one at the
table.

Letters for this column — with your
number — should be

http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Amold and Mike Argirion

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinarn

E-Q-U-1-0-U-8.
On, yeaht Not
S0 fa

ords. T'wint

©2004 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Ressrved

WATHE
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I Now arrange the circled letters to

HOCCUR

K X ] by the above cartoon.
i N7 e L]
X eeee
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{Answers tomorrow)

Jumbles OAKEN  NUTTY BOTANY  FAMOUS
nswer: What she did when she dated the fencing
star — TOOK A “STAB™ AT IT

i jumble.com
form the surprise answer, as

Yesterday's

Let sister’s mistake stay in past i, e

Dear Annie: vy
oldest sister, “Deb,”
recently confessed to me
that she was the one who
turned my mother in for
welfare fraud over 20
years ago. Mom was
arrested and served time
in jail. Our family was
torn apart. My younger
sister and I were sent
away to live with an abu-
sive aunt. Although I
understand what Mom
did was wrong, she did it
only because Dad was an alcohol-
ic and often kept money from
Mom even if we children needed
something.

Mom went to her grave believ-
ing it was her mother-in-law who
turned her in. I want Deb to con-
fess what she did to the whole
family.

Although it will not help Mom
heal any wounds, it would help
the rest of us make amends. I am
ready to tell Deb that if she
doesn’t come clean, I will do it for
her. Whatever happened to honor

Dear Sis: How old

Annie’s Mailbox 5 Db when she dia

this? Don’t you think
she believed she was
doing the right thing?
And the end result may
have been a shock to
her. If Deb confesses,
will it really help “make
amends,” or will it
simply be a way to
punish her? We under-
stand that you are
angry and want Deb to
pay for making such a
mess of your family, but try to
forgive her. If she cannot bear to
come clean, please leave it alone.

Dear Annie: 1 am 16, and my
parents recently separated and
started living in different houses.
I am living with my dad.

1 feel trapped between them.
When I am with my mom, she is
always trying to tear down my
dad. I have always been closer to
my father, and she knows this.
Mom often is very rude to him,
but he is always polite to her.

ad never says a bad word

same. She constantly tells me it
was my dad’s fault that she left,
when really it was hers.

T'd like to have something to
say when she bashes Dad. I
‘would also like a way to tell my
dad that I don't like spending
time with my mom. She is not a
fun person to be around these
days, and 'm having a hard time
dealing with her comments.

— Stuck in the dle
in Washington

Dear Stuck: You can talk to
your mother. Tell her, honestly
and firmly, that you do not want to
hear any more bad things about
your father and it is unfair of her
1o puit you in the middle. Try to
understand that this separation is
difficult for your mother, no mat-
ter whose idea it was, so it would
help for you to be less judgmental.
Still, Mom needs to see what her
bitterness is doing to you.

Happy Chanukah to all our
Jewish readers.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy

Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to

@200 B Koane, Inc
Dist by King Fealures Symo.

@ or wri
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-

“Remind me to tell you about the
good old days sometime, PJ.”

thy mother and thy father? about my mother, and I do not cate, o777 W- Century Bivd. Suite 700,
N b geles, C,
—BabySis  understand why she can’t do the + eators yndicate
(JR
LN AN N

Dennis the Menace

©Gary Larson

*1 FEEL SORRY FOR YOU, MIS5US HAMILTON.
N\v MOM SAID THAT vou bTD?PED HAVING
BIRTHDAYS YEARS.

The Far Side

Al ighil Al ghtt I you wanttho truth, of and on
I've been seeing il the vowels—a,
Oh, yes! And somelimes b

Non Sequitur

LU WE
MISTACR

wmmw
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photos
appear

here!

Create Your Own
2005 Desktop Calendar!

KEY FEATURES:

e Customize using your own family snapshots. A new photo appears each month.

e Send by email to family and friends around the world. Makes a perfect
Christmas gift!

¢ Keep track of birthdays, anniversaries and appointments using the built-in
Daily Planner.

e Just in time for Christmas.

To get your free desktop calendar, just go to www.Stripes.com
and click the Stripes Club link at the top of the page.

Note: This Digital Calendar software is for personal use only and is not authorized
for use on government computers.

Your Hometown Newspaper

STRIPES.

WwWW, slrlpes com
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SCOREBOARD

AFN-TV & Radio

Wednesday
o ‘AdF)N-SDnn!. 3 am.—NFL: Dallas at Seattle
AFN-/ Atlanllc. 9 am.—|
Indian:
am.—College basketball:

Memum’; v Pmshurgh at New Yorl
/o Korea, 16 a.m.—NBA: Dallas at

NBA: Milwaukee at

aneso a
11 am.—College basketball:
OMlehoma State 45, Syracuse attiow ok,
FN-Sports, —NBA: New Orleans at
Houston (dS.

ports, 8:30 p.
ST Lo,

Thursday
College basketball:

NBA: Charlotte at

ports, 9 am.
Nt Dame at Indiana.
-Atlantic, 9:30 a.m.—NBA: Toronto at

FN-Sports, 11 a.m.—College basketball:
Oklahoma at Purdue.
o FN-Sports, 5 pam.—NBA: Orlando at Utah
FN-Spor p.m.—College basketball:
Mitneatia oF Nebaska (.
Il times Japan and Korea Standard Time;
a0 Ineates Geleyed broadcact Al Jstings

are subject fo change. Visit www.myAFN.
for more information.

College basketba

AP Men's Top 25

top 25 teams in The Associated Press'
college  basketball poll, w\(h
ﬁrst-mace votes in_ parenthes

u%

Recore
Wlinois (25) 6
Kansas (23)
Georgia Tech 12)
Oklahoma St. (2)
Wake Forest

L
2
3
1
5
6

1276 1
1075 8
%7 13
909 16
697 17
692 18
598 21
524
4% 23
495 22
481 24
434 11
 George Washington 23—
22! Mississippi St. a7 15
23, Maryian 405 12
34 Wiscansin Mo s
25, Gon

mners Beeiving votes: Florida

T35, Cineiat 163, roignton 81, 505

£on Coliege 35, Oklanoma 25, Wiarquette =
ico

nsas 2, Ohic 2, Pa
1, Santa Clara 1, Stanford 1, Vermornt 1.

AP Men’s Top 25 schedule
Monday's games

No. 1 lllinois vs. Chicago State

No-7 Connecticut vs. Northeastern

No. 19 Vir

Tuesday
No. 4 Syracuse vs. No. “sBKiahoma state at
Madison Square Gar
No- 1 Pilsbugh ve. Memphis at Madison
Square Gard
0.

No: 24 Wiseonain ve. WhaConsin.Green Bay
No. 25 Gonzaga at Washington State

inesday's
No. 10 Kenticky vs, Morehead State
0119 Virginia vs. Furman
sday's games
No. 1 linols 3t Seorserson
No. 2 Kansas vs. Texas Christian
No. 7 Connecticit at Massachusetts
iy

No. 5 Oklahoma State vs. Alabama-Bir-
mingham

No. 17 lowa vs. lowa State

Sunday’s men’s scores

EAST
Galifornia,Pa, 63, West Chester 67
Gastieton'st, 108, Becker 7

ifl 81,

oyola,
ansﬁeld 89, Slippery R
owell 75 Franklm merce 6

fder 5.1
assar 70, NYCCT 68

atawba 77, Barber-Scotia 60

torehouse 72, Tamp:
€ State TS Noneidan 60

fimington 6 Va. Commonwealth 63
rdoloh Nacon e Roanoke 63
ewanee 79, Rhot

. Wesleyan o6, Wasmngmn &lee6l
Vinthrop &7
Wettorarss, husaen Ta
MIDWEST

Rockhurst 84, Washburn 83
UTHWEST

Oral Roberts 70, Tulsa 7
R WES!

Arizona 68, M\sslsimm stes
Boston Colleg
SO iary oy ot 7, Natre Dame de Namur
)

Washington 89, E. Washington 56
TOURNAMENT
ssic
Championship
gton 101 Maryland 52

George Was
Michigan St. 66, Gemge Mason 60
AP Women’s Top 25

The top 25 teams in The Associated Press’
women's “college _basketball poll, with
frstplace otes. in”parentheses, Jecords

h Dec. 5, total points based o
poms for'a frstoace vote Ioboath 0ae

point sth-place vote and last week's
rankin
Record pts Pvs
1.LSU @5) 80 1128
2. stanford 50 5
3. Duke 1w
4.Texas 42 92 7
5. North Carolina 7189 2
6. Baylor 61 80 9
7. Notre Dame 71086 3
8. Connecticut 31 8% 8
9. Tenn 42 7% 4
10. Ohio st 71079 11
11. Georgi 52 Gl 6
12. Michigan st. 61 639 15
13.Texas Tech 21 60 12
1. Vanderbilt 60 512 13
. DPaul 50 469 17
16. Minnesots 61 418 1
1. Boszon College 5139 20
8. UCL 5133
15 Maryiang 51261 2
#1203 16
42 200 14
80 194 -
62 12 2
6

n}c

Xc St 10K Aboma 15 Tutea ibia 4,
Utah 4, lowa St. 3, New Mexico 3, Middle Ter
nessee 2, Chaftanooga 1, Hartford 1, Mon-

Sunday’s women’s scores

EAST
california, Pa. 81, West Chester 51
Canisius 62, Rider 40
Castleton St. 73, Becker 46
olgate 70, Wagner 56
Connecticut 75, Holy Cross 3

Indiana, Pa. 72,

lona 79, Siena

Long Beach . 88 stony ook 82
Maine Maritime &3, Lasel &

Mansfield 60, Slippery Rock 57
Medar Evers 68, Yeshiva 63

Shippensburg 62, Kutztown 48
Villanova 63, Penn &4
sour

Auburn 54, Tulane

Clemeon 72 Morehead s

Georgia Tech 66, Grambhr\g st.52
Louisville 66, Kentuck

Mississippi St. 71, soum A\abama 50

a. Wesleyan 80, Washmmnn&me 68

owa 77, K. lowa 50

lowa St. 8, Wiscansin 65

Minnesota 62, Kansas

N. Michigan 7, Northland 63

SW Missouri st 91, Kentucky 81
impson, lowa 82, Webster

wg e Nortnestorn 55

ita st. 81, Ark.-Pine Bluf

Wis. Milwaukee 65, Oakdand, Wich. 64

Youngstown St. 61, Akron 4

SOUTHWEST
Arkansas St. 68, Tt

Klaoma st 83, Arkansas Tech 46
SMU 60, Nor

Texas A&M-Corpus Chrsti 75, Lamar 49

€. Washington 64, Idaho 59
Fresno ST 68, San Diego 43
Montana 75, Port
gan Francisto o Cal Poly:5L056
Santa Clara 90, UC D:

Southern Cal 77, ﬂlng/n\a Marymount 56

SManys ¢ acramento St. 50
UC Rivers
& e oo 7o, Grecon's. 71

UCLA 70, Purdue 64

Championship
Brown 69, Lehigh 6

Bowling Green 74, Wmm op 52
3 Times ivite

California 65, Tenncesee Tech 41
Place
Pepperdine 63, o Nortiridge 42
Fiesta Bow Classic
?lonshlv
Avizona 0, weber
Third Place
Delaware 69, UNC-Greensboro 59
Lady pirate Invitational
Baylor 80, East C

iz
Third Place
Stephen F.Austin 62, Jackson St. 49
Seven Sisters

Mount Holyoke 50, swarthmore 44
S o7 Haverford 51
. Joseph Conn. 54, Bryn Mawr 39

College football

AP Top 25

Top 25 teams in The Associated Press.
col\egeloolba\\ poll, wmhﬂrst place votes in
parerteses, recards trough Dec. & total
points based on 25 points for a first-plac
vote through one Dmn( for a 25th-place vote
and previous ranking

ecord  Pts Pu:
1. Southern Cal (44) 120 1,599
2. Oklahoma (14) 120 1556
3. Auburn (7) 120 155
4. California’ 1 1399
5. Utah 11 1345
6. Texas b 1337
7. Lou\sv\l\e 1 1,183
8
9. VlrgwaTech 1 1l 10
10 Bovs 1 960 11
-2 948 12
5 o9 13
2 o7 13
-2 76 9
3 el 15
3 68
3 bdr
- 482
3 dls
G 33
- 222
22. Texas A&M -4 213
73 Texas Tech 4 168
24, Ohi 1%
25, Boston College 3 150
thers recelying votes: West Virainia 47,
Toledo ES P i€ 49, Navy 28, Memphis 26,
Fresrm D Ia 1oma St. 16, UTEP 6, Syra-
e 5, N Il\mms 4, Bowling Green 3, New
ico 3.
Division I-AA playoﬂ‘s

sy Dec
William & Mary 42, nefaware 38,201
James Wadison 14, Furman 1

Montana 47 New Hapshir
Sam Hoaston Stafe T8 Fattern Washing-
semifinals,

James Madison (113 e wm-am & Mary
(S Holston AU A wontana
hamplonshi

iay, Dec. 1
cadiurn Dayenport Field
attanooga, Tenn.

Gy, pec.

Valdosta Sta(e 45 West Chester 21

Pittsburg St. 31, Nortt of
Championship

saturday, Dec.
At Braly Municipal Stadium
Florence, Ala.
Pittsburg St. (14-0) vs. Valdosta State
1)
Division Il playoffs

Quarterfinals
saturday, Dec. 4

Rowan, N.J. 56, Delavare valley 7
Mary Hardin-Baylor 52, Washington & Jef-
ferson.
T300nt nlon, ohio 38 Carthage, Wis. 20
Linfield, Ore. 56, Occidertal, Calf. 27
emifin

optary Harin RGPS 2t Mount union,
io
Rowan, N 10:2) at Linfield, Ore. 11-0)

Dec.18

- salem, Va.
Semifinal winners

NAIA playoﬁs

st Francis, I, 1 Geor%ctown, Ky. 7
Carroll, Mont. 14 Azisa Pactfc 10

St Francis, ind. (13:0) ¥s. Carroll, Mont.
ar)

Baseball

Remaining free agents
NEW YORK — The 185 remaining free
agents:
AMERICAN LEAGUE
ANAHEIM L Andres Galarraga, dh;
Troy Glaus, df Shane Halter, 3b; Aaron Sele,

"BALTIMORE () — Marty Cordova, dh:
omar Das Buddy Groom, Ihp; David

Segi, oh: 8.1, Surhott,of.
{TON (1) — Yerr ‘Adams, rhp; Pedro
pstacio, thp Ells urks. di riando Ca-
a, 55: Ricky G
. hp Derelc L
Carty,

ve Mc

rhu;Mlke Myers, inp: Pokey
seatwilamson,

CHICAGO Alomar, 2b: Sand)

Algmar I, c; Vagio Orenes, o Jose val

tin, SS.
ECLEVELAND () — Rick White, thp.

DETROIT (2) — Alan Levine, thp; Esteban
an, rhp.
KANSA: = Xevin Avpier, hp: Juan
?{,’"K ‘\IeL o Joe Randa, 30 Des! Relaforc,
el
IN A @ = Henry Blanco, ; Corey
Komier 30 Arenry MoTheland. s orad
Radke, T}
NEW YORK (10) — Miguel Cairo, 2b; Tony

clark, 1b; Orlando Hernandez, rfp; Travis
Leey by Jon Lieber, i Ectebari Loaiza, tp:
¢ NitkowsK, gy John lerua 1b;
efra, dh; Enrigue Wilson, 2b.

GAKLAND, (4 — Jermaine oye, of; Chris
Hammond, l: im Rieci. hp: Mark hicLem:

EATTLE (3)— £dgar Martinez, dn Ron

1036, I Dt wee
TAMPA BAY (5) = Brook Fordyce, ¢ John
Halam: rtinez, 10; Todd Ritchie,

rhp:fie Ty B dhee 96
£XAS (12) - Manny Alexander, 2b; David
Dellucci, of; And Brad Fuilmer, dh;
RSty Crear, of Bran o dan.of Jeff Nelson,
he: Herbert pérn well, rhp: John
din, mp £ Voung, of: Jelt Zimmer.

Y

O (6) ~ Dave Berg. ofs Valerlo be
Los i os, e Carlos pelgad, 1b chris
Gomez, ss; Pat Hertgen, i Gregg Zaun, ¢

ARIZONA (11 Qarlos Bactas, 1b; Danny

Batista,of; Greg Colbrunn, 1b; Jeff Fassero,

Ihp; Mike Fetter Matt ‘Mantei, rho!

Uinton McCracken, of; Shane Revnolds,
p; Scott Service, rhp; Richie Sexson, 16}

vac 5£arks, thp.

A, (9,0 Antonio Alfonseca, rhp:

rew, o ullo Franco, 16

: Jaret Wright,

1) — Moises' A\ou, of; Paul

ent. thp; Nomar Garciap:

Gf. Ben Grie
Mark cmane\anek ztr Todd Honanasworm

: Rar ; Kent Mercker, Ihp!
Todd Walker, 2b.

 CINCINNAT] (4) ~ Darren Bragg, of; Barry
Todd Vvan Poppel, rhp; Gabe

—Jemmyaurmu of: Royce
awn Estes | Todd Greene,
k sweeney, of; Jamey

( ) — Wil Cordero, 1b; Chad Fox,
ho: Lonny LT Of ‘osmsmanza o oy
Mike Mordecai, 3b: Car\P el
Valdez, tho: Daiid Weathers s\

clemeng.the: Jcff Kent 35; Dan esl oy
Darren Oliver, Inp; Orlando Palmeiro, of;

Russ Springer,

NGELES (12) — Wilson Avarez, Ihp:

A B I Eier DoSSne, s Steve

oﬁ Jose Hernandez, 2b; Todd i 4 tund:

3 ideo

Nomg, rhor Olis Perez Ip; Paushuey,

Iy Shts,

WAUKEE (1) Craig Counsel,

ZTony Batista, 3b: Einar

ANK MCNAMARA

“THE NBA PLAYERS' UNION SAI

THAT THE PLAYER WHO WENT

INTO THE STANDS AFTER FANS
FELT HE HAD NO CHOICE.

wlFAaN!-\A;AN 10 Hi6H ENCUBH
L AND LET sﬁaﬂl

T0 STAY
TIJESE THINGS, HE.
MANHOOD IN PLAY 1N ﬂ-\a BBA?
les CAN'T BE EXPEC
TO UNERSTAND

mummw
KNOW WHY | BVEN TRY.

K (7) — Ricky Bottalico, rhp:
Dclcan mE John eranco ng: Richa Hlda\-
% er, | Vaughn, 16; T
il
u DELPHIA s& Rheal Cormier, Ihp;
Glanvile of; Roberto Hernandez, tho:
Jones, n

Tod evi
Mitor, Ihp; o Bt

it Pt

PITTSBURGH (1) — Brian Boehringer, rhp.
ST. fouis (9) ~ Cal Eidred, ru; steve
Kiine, I Ray L Lankford, of; hzv

ke

Renler\a‘ 5 Wocdy Willams, ‘: Tony

= Andy Ashby, thp; Rich Au-

Hha. 55, ROb FI Fick, Al Gonzalez, ss;
Dayt Hansen, 1b: Anionio Osuna, rhp; David
SAN FRANCISCO (5) — Dave Burba, rhp

ason christiansen o; pusin Hermanson,
thp; Ricky Ledee, of; Robb Ner

College soccer

Men’s Division I tournament

inals
rday Dec.4

Marylan
Dk s, %
WG Santa arbara 4, Virginia Common-
Sunday, Dec. 5
Indiana 4, Tylsa 0
Men's College Cup
At The Home Depot Center
rson, Cali

Duke (18 vs RS !anta BarbaraGo2-1)
Maryland (18:5:1) v a (17-4-1)

sunday, Dec.
Semifinal winners

High school

Japan
cetball
Satur a¥ mmaries
nmc‘k'll 't; Man; International 54
Halftime—Kinnick 45, St Maur 24 (quarter
scores nm avallable)

leC.

Travis Ekmark

ire Hickson 16.

Leading' rebounders kinnick Travis, £k-
f 3

ik, Lgonard ynce .

Eanadian Academy 12 11
Leadin ers [
23, Mark i

EJ. Kin
Niatthew

ing 61, Nyagnya Imamational 32
g

uarter scores not availabl
Leamn%score L —
16, Mark Bote 12 Keith Viliams 10.
9 4% Maris Brothers Int1 16

ol
Quarter scores not e
eading scorers- King, Bracnne Jonson
15 Gabriel Sngletar
erry 4, Senri International 21
be, Japan
uarter scores not avillable

hrem Hardin

obe,lanan
Quarter scores not available.
eading scorers—ferty, € hrem pardin

8. Leading
Fopeny, Damnl clarks e{)hrcm Mo T

days
Matthew G, per 35‘. llawyn Int128

Quarter scores g avan fHie
Ceading Scorer erry,crlstma sindac 16.
o Marist Brothers international 54, Matthew
c.perry 11

Senrf International 59, Matthew C. Perry 13

Weekend transad ns

nal Basketal A
CHARLOTTE BOBCATE Warved & Eddie
House,

ROCKETS—Placed F Bostjan
NaCDbar o the e e Activated f Ryan
Bowen from the injured list.
NEW ORLEANS HORNI ced C Jamaal
Magloireon the m|ured it Signed £ Corsiey
ards.

Mlonal Football T eague
Signed CB Gar-
e nwm;cmmme rchce sacac. Relsaad

B Billy
S eha Football League
o Amzona ‘FRTHLERS-Signed 08 Travis
AUSTIN WRANGLERS—Signed QB John
nge T,
JAND RAPIDS RAMPAGE—Signed L Chris

‘ORLANDO PREDATORS—Signed L Patrick
Scott.

ARKANSAS —Named Reggie Herring defen-
Bty

KENTUCKY-Named Joker Philips offen-
sive coordinator.

S0UTH CAROLINA—Named John Latina of-
fensive line coach.

TEXAS—Announced F Mike Williams is eli-

gible to play for the men’s basketball team.
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Don’t het on MLB to punish Bonds, Giambi

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Don't expect Major
League Baseball to discipline Barry Bonds,
Jason Giambi and Gary Sheffield over re-
ported admissions of steroid use.

Baseball Commissioner Bud Selig is
more concerned about pressuring players
to agree to more frequent testing before

the current labor con-
tract expires in Decem-
ber 2006.

Already convicted in
the court of public opin-
ion, the players who tes-
tified before a federal
grand jury are protect-

ed from discipline because steroids
weren’t banned by Major League Baseball
until Sept. 30, 2002, previously undetect-
able THG wasn’t prohibited until last
March, and Human Growth Hormone still
isn’t blacklisted.

‘And while baseball’s labor contract calls
for penalties for positive tests and criminal
convictions, there’s no discipline specified
for fessing up to past use.

“These articles say baseball is reeling
from these allegations,” New York Mets
pitcher Tom Glavine, a players’ association
leader, said Sunday. “To me, there is noth-
ing new. People have been talking about
the steroid issue for several years now.
What's coming out of the grand jury tes
mony, I don’t think there’s anything sur-
prising. Yes, it's a big story. It absolutely
needs to be addressed. But it shouldn’t be
surprising or earth-shattering to anybody.”

Dozens of major leaguers were in Phoe-
nix on Monday for the start of the union’s
annual executive board meeting.

“Obviously, the steroids issue is some-

that was going to come up in our
board meeting,” union head Donald Fehr
said. “That would have been the case quite
apart from this.”

Gene Orza, the union’s chief operating of-
ficer, and Rob Manfred, executive vice
president of labor relations in the commis-
sioner’s office, have met several times
since May to discuss Selig’s call for more
frequent testing and harsher penalties.

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Major League Base-
ball should enforce stronger rules against
steroid abuse by players on its own, but
Congress will require changes by law if
necessary, leading lawmakers said Sun-
d:

ay.

Sen. John McCain, the driving force be-
hind changing how baseball polices per-
formance-enhancing drug use, said Sun-
day he believes President Bush would
sign a bill into law.

“There’s not a doubt in my mind. He’d
love to,” said McCain, who accompanied
Bush to Saturdays Army-Navy college
football game in Philadelphia.

He added that Bush, too, would prefer
for baseball to act on its own. “I know that
the president would like to see it done
through collective bargaining and deci-
sion made by owners and labor,” said
McCain, R-Ariz.

Other lawmakers, including the top Re-
publican in the Senate and the House’s
top Democrat, expressed similar senti-
ments as cries grew louder for baseball to
act.

The matter has become urgent since
the San Francisco Chronicle reported last
week details of players’ testimony to a fed-
eral grand jury that indicted four people

Top lawmakers support McCain’s call
for crackdown on steroids in baseball

on charges of illegally distributing ste-
roids to top athletes.

One of those indicted was the personal
trainer of the San Francisco Giants’

arry Bonds, whose 73 home runs in
2001 is the game’s single-season record
and who is 53 homers away from break-
ing Hank Aaron’s all-time record of 755.
Bonds told the grand jury he used a
cream and a clear substance but said he
didn’t know they were forbidden sub-
stances.

“The 1mportant aspect of this issue is
not Barry » or other big names,
McCain, r:hanman of the Senate Com-
merce Commmee, said on “Fox News
Sunday ”

“The important aspect of this issue is
that high school kids all over America be-
lieve that this is the only way they can
make it. Ask any high school coach.”

“They have a responsibility, not only to
the sport, but to the children of America
who look up to these players,” Rep.
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., said on “Fox
News Sunday.” “Quite frankly, it's over-
due.”

Sen. Bill Frist, R-Tenn., said the prob-
lem “could be ended, bang, just like that,
if everybody from the owners to the
unions _]IlSt step up and face the reality
that we've got a huge problem.”

Publicly, the union has shown a willing-
ness only to discuss changes, not to make
them.

“We've had ongomg discussions with the
union,” Manfred said.

“We feel a great sense of urgency to com-
plete the discussions, and we hope the
union has the same sense.”

Because steroid use wasn’t banned until
two years ago, it's inconceivable baseball
would denote in its record book that Bonds
might have used performance-enhancing

drugs when he set the season home run
record of 73 in 2001. And whether any reve-
lations damage his chances to make the
Hall of Fame will be determined only
when the eligible baseball writers who
vote make up their minds in several years.

Testing with penalties for steroid use
began only this year, with each player test-
ed once between the start of spring train-
ing and the end of the regular season. The
penalty for a first positive test is counsel-
ing, and a second positive test could result

only in a 15-day suspension. It would take
five positive tests before Selig could ban a
player for a year.

Even if a player is convicted for the use
of a prohibited substance, baseball’s labor
contract allows a suspension of only 15 to
30 days for first-time offenders.

Critics say year-round testing is needed,
along with stiffer penalties. U.S. Sen. John
McCain threatened to introduce legislation
to override baseball’s labor contract. Even
if enacted, there’s a good chance his idea
would be thrown out in court as contrary to
federal labor law.

“It sounds great, or it sounds tough,” Gla-
vine said. “I'm not even sure if that can be
done, I'm sure it was designed to be, ‘Oh
my God, we had to do something.’ ”

In any event, baseball lawyers said news
reports of grand jury testimony aren’t suffi-
cient to discipline players; baseball itself
would have to have the actual sealed state-
ments.

Giambi's problems with the New York
‘Yankees are the result of his increased inju-
ries and diminished output. The team is ex-
amining whether it can use the language in
his contract to escape the remaining $82
million he is owed for what appears to be
reasons of financial flexibility — not neces-
sarily because the team is upset about ste-
roid use.

No major leaguer ever has been suspend-
ed for steroids.

“The only thing that's come out of the
grand jury is Jason Giambi admitted to it,
but nobody’s surprised by it,” Glavine said.
“In Barry’s case, the cloud remains as to
whether he knew he was doing it or didn’t.
It kind of puts it back on the front page and
it becomes a hot-button issue that every-
one is talking about.

“People forget that in terms of this agree-
ment, it's only been in place a short period
of time and the first period was just a test-
ing phase. We've really been though only
one year of mandatory testing. I think the
program we had last year had some effect
on guys. Did it go far enough and what
steps can be taken to totally eliminate the
suspicion, both from player to player and
fan to player? We'll continue to tweak and
look at it.”

Calvin Murphy found innocent of sexual abuse charges

The Associated Press

HOUSTON — A jury cleared
Hall of Fame basketball player
Calvin Murphy of all charges ac-
cusing him of sexually abusing
five of his 10 daughters more
than a decade ago.

As soon as the acquittal was an-
nounced Monday, Murphy shook
the hand of his lawyer, Rusty Har-
din, and wiped fears from his
eyes.

“To hear that people believe in
me and found me innocent of
those charges, my heart just
swelled up and started beating
very fastly in my body,” Murphy
said outside the courtroom. “I can-
not say enough for what they
have done to give me my life
back.”

He said he hopes to one day be
able to sit down and talk with his
daughters.

Murphy, 56, had long denied
the allegations, saying they were
based on resentment and a dis-
pute over money.

The jury deliberated about two
hours before returning its verdict
in the month-long trial.

He faced three charges of inde-

cency with a child and three
charges of aggravated sexual as-
sult.

Murphy could have faced five
years to life in prison for the ag-
gravated offenses and 2-20 years
for the indecency violations.

Selig has cancer surgery

NEW YORK — Baseball com-
missioner Bud Selig had surgery
Monday to remove a cancerous le-
sion from his forehead.

The lesion was detected last
month during Selig’s annual phys-
ical, and a biopsy confirmed that
it contained melanoma, a form of
skin cancer.

“There is no evidence that the
melanoma has extended beyond
the skin,” the commissioner’s of-
fice said in a statement. “In addi-
tion to the removal of the lesion,
minor skin grafting was per-
formed.

Selig, 70, was to remain over-
night at Memorial Sloan Ketter-
ing Cancer Center. He was ex-
pected to be back at his office in
Milwaukee later this week.

Singh is PGA player of year
NEW YORK — Vijay Singh

Sports briefs

won the PGA Tour player of the
year award Monday for the first
time, ending Tiger Woods’
five-year hold on the honor with a
season that left no debate about
who was No. 1 in golf.

Singh captured the PGA Cham-
pionship among his nine victories
and became the first player to sur-
pass $10 million in a season.
one else won more than three
times, and his earnings nearly
doubled those of Ernie Els’.

Singh earlier won the PGA of
America player of the year,
which is determined by points.
He also captured his first Vardon
Trophy for having the lowest scor-
ing average, and his second
straight money title.

Singh won six of his last nine
tournaments, including the PGA
Champlonshlp for his third
major.

Perhaps the most important vic-
tory was the Deutsche Bank
Championship outside Boston,
where the Fijian beat Woods in a
final-round duel to become No. 1
in the world ranking.

USC fires hoops coach Bibhy

LOS ANGELES — Henry
Bibby was suddenly fired as
Southern California’s basketball
coach Monday, just four games
into his ninth season.

The Trojans are 2-2.

“I understand that the timing of
this is unorthodox,” athletic direc-
tor Mike Garrett said in a state-
ment. “But I feel strongly that our
men’s basketball program needs
to go in a different direction. And
it was obvious to me that change
had to be made now.”

Assistant Jim Sala was appoint-
ed interim coach for the rest of
the season.

Bibby had an overall record of
131-111. His 1997, 2001 and 2002
teams made it to the NCAA tour-
nament, including a final eight ap-
pearance in 2001.

Bibby is a former NBA player
and the father of Sacramento
Kings guard Mike Bibby.

NBA won't stop hearing

NEW YORK — The NBA in-
formed the players’ union Sunday

it will not seek a temporary re-
straining order in federal court,

clearing the way for a grievance
hearing over suspensions for the
Pacers-Pistons brawl.

Arbitrator Roger Kaplan will
preside over the hearing Thurs-
day and Friday at a Manhattan
law office. Suspended players
Ron Artest, Jermaine O’Neal and
Stephen Jackson are expected to
attend. Artest was sidelined for
the season, Jackson for 30 games,
and O'Neal for 25 for fighting
with fans Nov. 19.

More drug tests for track

HELSINKI, Finland — Track
and field’s governing body will in-
crease testing and funding in an
attempt to stem the use of perfor-
mance-enhancing substances

The International Associ:
of Athletics Federations also said
it will work more closely with the
World Anti-Doping Agency.

“New demands will have to be
met,” said Arne Ljungqvist, head
of the IAAF’s doping commission.
“We will allocate more resources,
more manpower and more exper-
tise.”

The IAAF will add up to five
top posts to its anti-doping task
force, which was established
after the Athens Olympics.
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BY GREG BEACHAM
The Associated Press

BERKELEY, Calif. — California re-
fused to run up the score or beg for poll
votes.

Maybe the Bears should have.

Cal (10-1) was left out of the Bowl Cham-
pionship Series, denied one of the eight
spots in college football’s big-money
games despite a season of statistical super-
latives and dominating victories.

The fourth-ranked Golden Bears will be
stuck playing Texas Tech in the Holiday
Bowl while Texas plays in the Rose Bowl.

Cal’'s Rose Bowl drought reached 46
years despite one of the best regular sea-
Sons in school history.

The Bears felt beaten as they left their
team meeting.

Quarterback Aaron Rodgers saw confu-
sion and disappointment in his teammates
when they found out their Rose Bowl
dreams were replaced with a trip to San
Diego to face Texas Tech.

“It just shows it’s a faulty system, and
we've got to do something to change it up,”
Rodgers said. “I bet Auburn is pretty
ticked, too. . .. Nobody cares about West
Coast football, I don't think. I just hope
Southern Cal represents us well.”

Texas (10-1) surged past the Bears in
the final BCS standings despite Cal’s 26-16
road victory over Southern Mississippi on
Saturday night. The Longhorns gained
points in both polls, and the computer
rankings kept Texas well in front of Cal.

California quarterback Aaron Rodgers
speaks to the media at Memorial Stadium
in Berkeley, Calif. Sunday after learning
that his football team will not be going to
the Rose Bowl.

The Longhorns will face Michigan (9-2) on
Jan. 1.

There were dozens of factors in the deci-
sion, but the Bears felt they were superior
in almost every venue — except the politi-
cal arena. Rodgers figured Texas coach
Mack Brown’s pleading for poll support
made a difference, and he was glad Cal
coach Jeff Tedford never did likewise.

“T thought it was a little classless how
Coach Brown was begging for votes after
the [Texas A&M] game,” Rodgers said. “I
think a team’s record and the way you play

&k 7 just feel terrible for
the alumni and the
fans who have
waited so long for
thisAs a program,
we were set on the
Rose Bowl. [ felt like
we did enough
to earn that.y¥

Jeff Tedford
Cal coach

should speak for itself, and you shouldn’t
have to complain about the BCS system.
Coach Tedford isn't going to, although he’s
frustrated just like we are. I think we're a
bigger team, classier than that.”

Tedford was less emotional than Rodg-
ers, but no less disappointed as he evaluat-
ed the Bears’ long list of accomplishments.

The only blemish on their record was a
six-point loss at top-ranked USC. They
beat 10 teams by an average of 23.9 points
per game. They were the only school in the
nation’s top six both in scoring offense and
scoring defense.

The Rose Bowl has matched a Big 10
team against a Pac-10 school for decades,
and with the Pac-10 champion Trojans

Bears voice frustration on spoiled holiday

headed to the Orange Bowl, Cal hoped to
end the conference’s longest Rose Bowl
drought. Instead, there will be burnt or-
ange in the Pasadena stands.

“T just feel terrible for the alumni and
the fans who have waited so long for this,”
Tedford said. “As a program, we were set
on the Rose Bowl. I felt like we did enough
to earn that.”

Most of the Bears still were jet-lagged
and exhausted after grinding out a victory
in Hattiesburg, Miss., just 18 hours earlier
in a game postponed from Sept. 16 by Hur-
ricane Ivan. The late-season road trip pro-
vided a national television audience — but
when the Golden Eagles were difficult to
put away, it might have swayed some vot-
ers away.

And that was baffling to Tedford, who re-
fused to try to score one last touchdown in
the waning seconds to pad the score. The
Bears also were hurt by a questionable
clipping call in the closing minutes, which
negated a touchdown run by J.J. Ar-
rington.

Usually, Tedford wouldn't spare a sec-
ond’s thought on such issues — but in the
BCS world, it might have made a differ-
ence.

“If yesterday’s game was the game that
turned anybody’s head, then that’s sad, be-
cause it's about a season,” Tedford said.
“We're going to keep our same philosophy.
It’s hard enough just to win games.”

BCS: Latest mess brings

more calls for playoffs

BCS, FROM BACK PAGE

The second resulted from a
growing chorus of complaints and
the threat of a lawsuit from
non-BCS schools. To quiet that re-
bellion, the power brokers agreed
to save a spot in the big bowls for
any contender outside the six
major conferences that earned a
top six BCS ranking.

Utah did that by going undefeat-
ed, which sent Texas to the Rose
Bowl and bumped Cal all the way
down to the Holiday Bowl, where
the payoff is $4.5 million less.

It won’t make Cal feel any bet-
ter, but at least Utah coach Urban
Meyer said what everybody in-
volved in the mess was thinking.

“There’s only one answer and I
think everybody knows it. I think
everybody is going to avoid it at
all costs, because of the ramifica-
tions. The only way to have a per-
fect system,” he said, “is to have
eight teams — or however many
teams — play for the No. 1 spot.”

Meyer’s team made a compel-
ling argument for being one of
those, but he wasn't in the mood
to push the playoff talk any far-
ther. By clawing their way into
the Fiesta Bowl, the Utes are in
line for one of the hefty BCS
checks, and just getting there trig-
gered a $100,000 bonus clause in
the Florida-bound Meyer’s con-
tract.

And if all the coaches who got
hosed in the past took their beat-
ings with as much grace as Tuber-

ville and Tedford, maybe the BCS ~ aames fhrough
wouldn’t come off looking like
such a bully. TEAM

But once it became clear Calor 1. Southern Cal
Texas could both finish 10-1, and 2. Oklahoma
only one of them was likely to 3. Auburn
make a major bowl, their coaches 4. Texas
had to make a decision. Texas 5. California
coach Mack Brown took the low 6. Utah
road. 7. Georgia

Brown hadn't carned a BCS o yroio

own . Virgina Tech

spot in six seasons at Texas, large- e Siat
ly because of five straight losses - Boise State
to Oklahoma. And so, trailing Cal 10 Louisville
in the rankings, he went public 11.LsU
with his plea to voters to switchto ~12. lowa
the Longhorns as the Golden | 13.Michigan
Bears prepared to wrap up their 14. Miami (Fla.)

regular season against Southern

Mississippr.

“If yowve got a vote, vote for

” Brown said. “I'm asking you

to do that and I'm asking every-

one across the nation. This team

deserves to be in the BCS. They

deserve to go more than some

teams that are being talked
about.”

Enough voters did close the
gap between Texas and Cal to let
the computers make the differ-
ence. Still, you have to wonder
whether Brown would have been
so vocal if not for the bonus
clause in his contract calling for a
$50,000 pavoul if Texas made a
BCS bow

Confllcl of interest? Maybe.

But in the BCS world, it
wouldn’t be the only one.

Jim Litke is a national sports columnist
for The Associated Press. Write to him
at: jlitke@ap.org

USC and Oklahoma headed to Orange Bowl

Southern California and Oklahoma finished atop the final Bowl Championship Series
standings Sunday and will meet in the Orange Bowl on Jan. 4 in a title game that might
not produce a unanimous national champion.

15. Tennessee

16. Florida State

17. Wisconsin
18. Virginia

19. Arizona State 21
20. Texas A&M

21. Pittsburgh

22. Texas Tech

23. Florida

24. Oklahoma State 32 16

25. Ohio State

Explanation

Associated Press USA Today/ESPN
Rank Points Pct. | Rank Points Pt
1 1,599 .9840 1 1409 .9770
2 1,556 .9575 2 1,459 9567
3 1,525 .9385 3 1,435 .9410
6 1,337 .8228 5 1,281 .8400
4 1,399 .8609 4 1,286 .8433
5 1345 .8227 6 1215 .7967
8 1,117 .6874 7 1,117 7825
9 1,111 6837 9 1,037 .6800
10 960 .5908 10 943 6184
7 1,183 .7280 8 1,066 .6990
12 929 5717 | 11 932 6111
11 948 5834 | 13 812 5325
13 917 5643 12 874 5731
14 776 4775 | 14 738 .4839
15 651 .4006 17 559 .3666
17 647 .3982 15 643 4216
16 648 .3988 16 599 .3928
18 482 2966 18 455 2984
222 1366 24 173 1134

22 213 1311 25 147 .0964
19 415 2554 20 318 2085
23 168 .1034 21 234 1534
20 325 2000 19 324 2125
0098 28 35 .0230

24 155 0954 | 22 181 .1187

Computers
Avg.
Comp. BCS
Rank Points Pct. | Average Previous
2 97 970 9770 1
1 99 990 9681 2
3 92 920 .9331 3
4 88 .880 8476 5
6 80 .800 .8347 4
5 83 .830 8181 6
8 67 670 6966 7
19 65 650 | 6712 12
7 76 760 6564 8
18 52 520 | .6490 9
9 65 650 | .6109 1
12 55 550 | 5553 13
17 38 .380 5058 14
t4 45 450 | 4705 10
t14 45 450 -4057 15
21 22 220 3466 16
20 24 240 .3439 17
18 30 .300 2983 18
1 56 .560 .2700 19
16 44 440 2225 20
NR 0 .000 1546 23
22 19 190 1489 21
NR 0 .000 1375 22
19 25 250 0943 24
NR 4 040 | .0847 25

Team percentages are derived by dividing a team’s actual voting points by a maximurm 1,625 possible points in the AP Poll
and 1,525 possible points in the USA Today/ESPN Coaches Poll.

Six computer rankings calculated in inverse points order (25 for #1, 24 for #2, etc,) are used to determine the overall computer
component. The best and worst ranking for each team is dropped, and the remaining four are added and divided by 100
(the maximum possible points) to produce a Computer Rankings Percentage. The six computer ranking providers are
Anderson & Hester, Richard Billingsley, Colley Matrix, Kenneth Massey, Jeff Sagarin and Peter Wolfe. Each computer
ranking accounts for schedule strength in its formula.

The BCS Average is calculated by averaging the percent totals of the Associated Press, USA Today/ESPN Coaches and

Computer polls.

'SOURCE: The National Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame Inc.

AP
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Texas’ rise in BCS
puts A&M in Cotton

BY JAIME ARON
The Associated Press

DALLAS — Texas A&M’s great
turnaround season continued Sun-
day as the Aggies earned a spot in
the Cotton Bowl against Tennes-

And the Aggies have thelr top
rival, Texas, to thank for

The Longhorns would've been
headed to Dallas on New Year’s
Day had they been left out of the
Bowl Championship Series. But
Texas nudged ahead of California
in the final BCS standings, earning
an at-large bid to the Rose Bowl
and opening the Big 12 slot in this
game for No. 22 Texas Al

California was relegated to the
Holiday Bowl, where it will take
on another Big 12 team, Texas
Tech, on Dec. 30.

“The way we look at it, the Big
12 Conference offered the oppor-
tunity for Texas to get into a BCS

coach Dennis
“It certainly cre-
ated an opportunity for us to
come to Dallas, which we're very,
very excited about.”

The Aggies already were
thrilled to know they’d be playing
in any bowl for the first time
since 2001. They earned it by
going 7-4, with three of the losses
to teams now ranked in the top
six (No. 2 Oklahoma, No. 5§ Utah,
No. 6 Texas). Their success is
even more remarkable consider-
ing they were 4-8 last season,
their first under Franchione.

The No. 15 Volunteers (9-3)
knew they were headed to the Cot-
ton Bowl for the second time in
five years after losing 38-28 to Au-
burn in the SEC championship
game Saturday night.

“We're just really pleased that
they [bowl officials] felt good
about bringing the University of
Tennessee back,” coach Phillip
Fulmer said.

In other bowl games, Oklaho-
ma State (7-4), which finished
fifth in the Big 12 south, accepted
a bid to play No. 24 Ohio State in
the Alamo Bowl on Dec. 29 in San
Antonio.

Ohio State (7-4), which placed
fifth in the Big Ten, accepted the
‘Alamo Bowl bid Nov 23 after up-
setting then-No. 7 Michigan in its
regular season finale.

Both teams will receive at least
2 $1.55 million payout.

Colorado (7-5), the Big 12
North champs, accepted an invita-
tion to the Houston Bowl, where it
will play Texas-El Paso (8-3) on
Dec. 29.

The Buffalos appeared headed
to the Champ Sports Bowl in Or-
lando, Fla., but wound up moving
to the Houston Bowl when Texas
earned a BCS bid and the rest of
the Big 12 teams moved up in the
pecking order.

The payout for the Houston
Bowl is $1.1 million; the share
from the Champ Sports Bowl is
just $850,000.

Syracuse snuck into the
Champs Sports Bowl and will
face Georgia Tech on Dec. 21 in
Orlando. The Orange finished 6-5
and won a share of its fourth Big
East championship. Arizona State
(8-3) accepted a bid to the Sun
Bowl, where it will meet Purdue
(7-4) on Dec. 31 in El Paso, Texas.
Each team will earn $1.5 million.

UCLA (6-5) returns to the Las

Bowl Glance
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Liberty Bowi
.

]y 1.35 mi
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Florida State (83) va: West Virginia (83
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At Orlando, Fla.
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Flash Bowl

e
31514 miiion
Utah (11-( L)) vS PI((SDUF?'\ (8-3)

Tennessee (9- 3¥ Vi M (7-4)

rwwl

S
o Oriean
i
Auburn (12- oyovs ngmech 10

aFou ¢ $11-14 million
Southern Ga G363 ve. OWantma (12:0)

'Vegas Bowl on Dec. 23 for the sec-
ond time in three years, squaring
off against Wyoming (6-5).

Towa State accepted an invita-
tion to play Miami of Ohio (8-4) in
the Independence Bowl on Dec.
28 in Shreveport, La. It will be the
fourth bowl trip in five years for
the Cyclones (6-5), who bounced
back from a 2-10 record in 2003
to tie for first in the Big 12 North.

Oregon State (6-5) accepted an
invitation to play in the Insight
Bowl against Notre Dame in Phoe-
nix on Dec. 28 in Phoenix.

NBA scorehoard

Eastern Conference
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Richardson lifts
Suns past Blazers

The Associated Press

POR’ , Ore— Quentin
Richardson  used  some
long-range shooting to end the
Phoenix Suns’ short losing spell.

Richardson had his own

12-point run, on four three-point-
ers, and scored 37 points to lift
the Suns to a 121-99 victory over
the Portland Trail Blazers on Sun-
day.

He made cight threes overall to
help

Phoenix
NBA

(14-3)  forget
about its 97-93
roundup

loss Friday to
Minnesota that
snapped a
nine-game winning streak.

“I definitely felt like I couldn’t
miss,” Richardson said. “The way
those shots came down I didn’t
think T was going to miss.”

Richardson matched his career
high for made three-pointers, set
against Boston last February, and
equaled his career best with 12 at-
tempts, reached twice before.

Shawn Marion had 16 points
and 12 rebounds for the Suns,
who led by as many as 25 points.

“For us to regroup and get a
good win over a good team, it says
a lot about us, especially on the
road,” Marion said. “Sometimes
it takes a little bit more off of you
on the road.”

The Blazers, coming off a 99-89
loss in Seattle on Saturday night,
were led by Zach Randolph with
24 points and 11 rebounds. It was
his ninth double-double of the sea-

son.

After the game, coach Maurice
Cheeks huddled with his players.

Later he suggested some lineup
changes might be in store for the
Blazers, who host Boston on
Thursday.

“I’'m not saying I'm going to do
it but T'll be thinking about it,” he
sai

Forward Ruben Patterson, who
plays in a reserve role, agreed
that changes are needed for the
8-8 Blazers.

“Whatever happens, happens,”
Patterson said. “But something
has to happen because we’re not
winning.

The teams went back and forth
for most of the first half, until Ri-
chardson hit four straight
three-pointers to make it 55-47
for the Suns.

His first, with an assist from
Steve Nash, gave Phoenix a 46-45
lead. After another with Nash’s
help, Portland’s Damon
Stoudamire answered wi
jumper, but then Richardson hit
his third, with an assist from
Amare Stoudemire. His last in
the streak came with help from
Marion.

His next try, with 2:36 left in
the half, just missed, but he made
another with 1:26 to give Phoenix
a 60-47 lead.

He was 6-for-9 from three-point
range in the first half, topping his
season high of five accomplished
at Cleveland on Nov. 10.

“Once he gets on a roll like that,
he’s very tough to stop,” Phoenix

Phoenix Suns forward Quentin
Richardson, right, drives past
Portland Trail Blazers forward
Ruben Patterson on Sunday.

coach Mike D’Antoni said.

Richardson was also S-for-5
from the free-throw line, and the
Suns made 20 of 25 foul shots.

Stoudemire, who had 19 points,
rubbed it in with an alley-oop
dunk followed by another dunk
that made it 89-66 for Phoenix in
the third period.

Nash added 10 points and 11 as-
sists for the Suns.

“I thought we would be a good
team but I think it's important for
us to realize that we're a long
ways from being as good as we
can be,” Nash said.

Shereef Abdur-Rahim had 15
points and 11 rebounds for the
Blazers.

119, Celtics 105: Peja
Stojakovic had 27 points, includ-
ing six three-pointers, to help Sac-
ramento win its fourth straight
game.

The visiting Celtics blew an
18-point lead after one quarter as
the Kings won for the 11th time in
12 games. Sacramento cut the
lead to eight points by halftime
and seized control with a 12-0 run
to start the third.

Mike Bibby scored six of his 15
points during the run, including
the go-ahead basket that gave Sac-
ramento the lead for good.

Stojakovic made four of his
three-pointers in the third to give
the Kings a 13-point lead heading
to the fourth, 93-80.

Brad Miller had 22 points and
10 rebounds for the Kings, while
Chris Webber had 18 points and
10 rebounds. Bibby added 10 as-
sists and Darius Songaila had 14
points.

www.militanycomputer:
v roe.net
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Too much Tech,
too little 'Dogs

Experienced and talented Jackets
put a sting into rebuilding Georgia

BY PAUL NEWBERRY
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — An experienced
team coming off a Final Four sea-
son. A young team that’s]ust get-
ting started on a major rebuilding
job.

The result was predictable.

No. 4 Georgia Tech avenged a
year-old loss to its state rival —
and then some — with an 87-49
rout of Georgia on Sunday night.

B.J. Elder scored 19 points, Jar-
rett Jack didn’t miss a shot and
the Yellow Jackets (5-0) romped
to another easy victory on the
heels of a 31-point victory over
Michigan.

Georgia Tech was eager to re-
verse one of its most disappoint-
ing losses on the way to the Final
Four. After opening last season
with 12 straight victories, the Yel-
low Jackets lost 83-80 at Georgia
in overtime.

“We were definitely thinking
about last year,” Isma'il Muham-
mad said. “We still had a bitter
taste in our mouth about that
one.”

The Bulldogs (1-3) lost four key
players from that team and could
be one of the worst major-confer-
ence programs in the country.
They have only seven scholarship
players and are forced to rely on
several walk-ons.

“We’re progressing,” freshman
Sundiata Gaines said. “Even
though we lost by whatever the
score was, we played hard.”

If wasn’t nearly enough against
the Yellow Jackets. Jack was
7-for-7 from the field — three of
them coming from outside the
three-point arc — and made his
lone free throw on an 18-point
night.

The lone blemish on his stat
line: one turnover. Against Michi-
gan, Jack had 11 assists and no
turnovers.

“I know it’s early, but I don’t
think I've ever been around a guy
who has played at such a high
level from the first day of prac-
tice,” coach Paul Hewitt said.
“He’s been playing unbelievable
basketball, and I just hope it con-
tinues.”

Georgia kept it close for about
10 minutes, only to have the Yel-
low Jackets methodically build a
43-30 halftime lead.

Things really got out of hand
over the final 20 minutes. Georgia
Tech opened the second half with
a 12-0 run, the Bulldogs missing
their first seven shots on the way
to shooting just 33 percent.

It was Georgia’s worst loss ever
to the Yellow Jackets, eclipsing a
33-point blowout in 1966.

“Obviously, they are a power-
ful team, and the game simply got
away from us,” Georgia coach
Dennis Felton said.

Muhammad’s driving basket
made it a 20-point game barely 2
minutes into the half. Ra'Sean
Dickey made two free throws for
a 30-point lead with nearly 12 min-

AP

Georgia Tech guard Zam Fredrick Il (35) drives past Georgia guard Levi Stukes, left, during the second half
of Sunday’s game at Alexander Memorial Coliseum in Atlanta. No. 4 Georgia Tech beat Georgia 87-49.

utes remaining. Zam Fredrick
swished a three-pointer to give
the Yellow Jackets a 40-point
cushion with 5 minutes to go.

At that point, Georgia Tech al-
ready had pulled out its starters,
letting its younger players finish
the game.

“In the second half, we stepped
it up defensively,” Hewitt said.
“When you do a good job defen-
sively, the offense comes easy for
you.”

The only drama occurred early
in the second half. Jack scored on
a nifty drive to make it 59-32,
prompting Georgia to call a time-

‘Cats hold off Mississippi St.

The Associated Press

ANAHELM, Calif. — Channing
Frye had 18 points and 16 re-
bounds and No. 21 Arizona beat
No. 15 Mississippi State 68-64 on
Sunday despite being held score-
less for more than six minutes
down the stretch.

The game was part of the 11th
John Wooden Classic, honoring
the former Bruins coach who won
10 NCAA championships in a
12-year span before retiring in
1975. In the other game, Boston
College beat UCLA 74-64.

As usual, the 94-year-old Wood-
en attended the doubleheader.

Frye’s basket with 6:23 remain-
ing gave the Wildcats a 65-56
lead. But the Bulldogs got baskets
by Marcus Campbell and Ontario
Harper and four points from

ary Ervin to draw within one
with 1:46 left.

Arizona’s  Hassan  Adams
blocked a shot by Shane Power
with 30 seconds to play, and fresh-
man Jawann McClellan made a
foul shot 9 seconds later to give
the Wildcats a two-point lead.

McClellan missed his second
free throw, giving Mississippi

=

Men’s Top 25
Roundup

State a chance to tie or go ahead.
But Ervin threw a bad pass with
5.6 seconds to play, and Frye
‘made two free throws to compléte
the scoring.

The teams combined for 39
20 by Mississippi

Adams had 12 points and nine
rebounds and Salim Stoudamire
scored 12 points for Arizona
(5-2). Isaiah Fox added 10 points
and Mustafa Shakur had eight
points and nine assists.

Winsome Frazier led Mississip-
pi State (6-2) with 18 points.

Campbell had 10 points and 11
rebounds and Ervin also scored
points 10 for the Bulldogs.

Lawrence Roberts, who leads
Mississippi State in scoring and
rebounding, was held to seven
points and seven rebounds.

The Wooden Classic was
moved to Sunday from its tradi-
tional Saturday spot to avoid con-
flicting with the football game be-

tween No. 1 USC and UCLA at the
Rose Bowl.

No. 14 Washington 89, E.
Washington 56: At Seattle, Nate
Robinson had 20 points, seven re-
bounds and seven assists for the
Huskies (5-1), coming off a loss
last week at Gonzaga.

Freshman Jacob Beitinger had
14 points for the Eagles (2-3).

Tre Simmons 8-for-13
from the field and scored 20
points for the Huskies and Will
Conroy added 11 points.

Washington opened with a 13-6
spurt over the first 4 minutes —
getting three-pointers from Sim-
mons, Conroy and Bobby Jones
— and never looked back.

No. 16 N.C. State 76, Manhat-
tan 60: At Raleigh, N.C., Julius
Hodge bounced back from a brief
benching to finish with 17 points,
11 rebounds and seven assists for
the Wolfpack (6-0), who trailed
for most of the first 15 minutes be-
fore finally taking control.

Freshman C.J. Anderson had
18 points and 15 rebounds for the
Jaspers (3-2).

out. As the players headed to the
bench, Jack got into it with Steve
Newman, leading to a brief scuf-
fle at midcourt.

The teams were quickly sepa-
rated, Jack and Newman were
given offsetting technicals and
there were no further problems

“Il‘s an emotional game,” Jack
said. “Tempers flared a little bit,
but there are no hard feelings.”

Georgia Tech shot nearly 54
percent from the field and outre-
bounded the Bulldogs 44-25.
Luke Schenscher, Muhammad
and Dickey each had 12 points
and Schenscher also had 14 re-
bounds. Levi Stukes led Georgia
with 17 points.

Georgia Tech has won its first
five games by an average of 26
points. The Jackets' only scare
was a 60-59 victory at Illinois-Chi-
cago, their lone road game.

Georgia’s woes were epito-
mized by its freshman center,
Dave Bliss. He picked up two
fouls in the first 43 seconds, send-
ing him to the bench for the rest
of the first half.

He started the second half, but
quickly picked up his third foul.
After another stint out of the
game, he fouled out with two
more whistles in succession. Bliss
was done with 11:06 left, having
played just 3% minutes.

[llini hop from fifth
into first in AP poll

BY JIM O’CONNELL
The Associated Press

Illinois took an unusual route
to the top of The Associated
Press’ men’s college basketball
poll.

The Illini, riding an impres-
sive victory over then-No. 1
Wake Forest, vaulted from fifth
toNo. 1 in the AP college basket-
ball poll on Monday, moving
past three unbeaten teams.

It is the third time in school
history Illinois reached No. 1.
This appearance at the top came
following a 91-73 victory over

rest, a game in which
the Illml (6- 0) led by as many as
32 points in the second half.

Illinois, which also won at Ar-
Kansas last week, received 25
first-place votes and 1,717
pmnls from the national media

Kansas (4-0) held second with
23 first-place votes and 1,700
points after victories over Neva-
da and Pacific.

Georgia Tech (5-0) and Syra-

cuse (7-0), the other teams Tlli-
nois vaulted, switched places
from last week, and Wake For-
est dropped to sixth.

The Yellow Jackets, who beat
Michigan and Georgia by an av-
erage of almost 35 points last
week, moved to No. 3 with 12
first-place votes and 1,632
points, while Syracuse, which
beat St. Bonaventure and Col-
gate, was No. 1 on nine ballots
and had 1,607 points.

Connecticut, North Carolina,
Duke and Kentucky rounded
out the Top Ten.

Pittsburgh moved from 13th
to No. 11 and was followed by
North Carolina State, Louisville,

Texas, Arizona, Washington,
Towa, Alabama, Virginia and
Michigan State.

The last five ranked teams
were George Washington, Mis-
sissippi State, Maryland, Wis-
consin and Gonzaga.

George Washington  beat
Michigan State and Maryland
on consecutive days to win the
BB&T Classic in Washington.
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[ NFL scoreboard

American Conference

Eas
wLrT PF
New England 11 1 0 917 330 189
N, Jets 30 75025
Buffalo 6 0 .500 260 224
Miami 10 0 .167 196 269
South
\nmanapc\ls 3 0 .750 431 263
c sur\vl\le 6 0 .500 198 225
70 17 2% 78
Tennessee 8 0 .333 231 294
North
Plnsburgh 11 1 0 .917 273 184
Baltime 5 0 .583 233 191
Cincinnati & 0 00 268 272
Cleveland Weat 9 0 .250 240 308
e
San Diego 30 4750 339 238
enver 5 0 583774 212
Kansas City § 0 3351 %
©Oakland 4 80 333234328
National Conference
East
WL PE
delphia 11 1 917 340 181
NV Giants 70 209 230
Dallas 7 0 .364 193 289
‘Washington 8 0 .333 169 201
South
Atlanta 3 0 .750 232 242
Carolina 7 0 .417 249 257
Tampa Bay 70 .417 233 203
New Orleans 8 0 .333 253 344
North
Green Bay 50 583318204
Minnesota 5 0 B8 305 28
ICa%ﬂ 7 0 .417 196 235
Detroit 7 0 .417 218 269
West
Seattle 5 0 .545 239 223
2t Louis 0 300
rizona 8 0 333 192 253
San Francisco 1
eclinched division
inday’s games
Detrot 26, Ar
Buffalo 42, Miami 32
N.Y. Jets 29, Nouston 7
Chicago 24 anesota 14
1, Tennessee 24
{fmore 26
, $an Francisc
, Atlanta
Carolina 32, New Orleans 21
nglar nd42 CIEVE\E\ d 15
ak\a[\d 27
F . Gi: ms 7
Phl\adc Iphia_ 47 Grcc Bay 17
pttsburgh 17 facksonvile 16
y's game
Dallas at Seame
»Dec. 12
Oakland at Atlanta
New Orleans at Dallas
Cleveland at Buffalo
at
o
Kansas C\()’ at chncssnc
Sunday
Lions 26, Cardinals 12
Arilnlla 3900-12
roit 7766-26

3t Quarter
Ari—FG Racker:
Det s)neets T pass from Harrington (Han-

sonk
ond Quarter
Ari—FG Rackers 33, 14113.
DekiCones 3 van (Hainson kick), 8:13.
Ari—F.Jones 33 pass from Navarre (pass

failed), 3:40.
d Quarter
Det—£6 Hanson: 45, 2,
Det—FG Hanson 2:

First downs
Total Net Yards
Rushes-yards
assin

punt Returns

koff
ot captions Ret.
Comp-Att-Int
Sacked Yards Lost

a, Navarre 16-40-4-165.De
Namngton 18201 156,
g Arizona, Bold .45, 8.Johnson
S mes 346, Scobey 323, Fitzgerald
guse 1 De etro
3y Strcots .54, Eryson 2,36, Alox.
e E ey
Missed field goals—Norie.

Bills 42, Dolphins 32

Buffalo 14771442
Miami 130 8-32

Fieol
Buf-McGee 104 O Tetun (Lingell
Kick), 14:47.

imore 27 pass from Feeley (Mare

s 15 pass from Bledsoe (Lindell
ki, 753,
Wi Chiambers 2 pass from Feeley (Mare

Kich
rvga— Feé 15 pass from Feeley (Mare kick),
ond Quarter

—Fo Marc §7 TS

Mia-
Buf—Evans 21 pass from Bledsoe
Kkick), 8:39.

uarter
Bt Evans 69'pacs Fom Bledsoe (Lindell
Buf-Moulds e e Sledsoe windel
ck 5

Mia—Minor 3 run (Chambers pass from

iams 20 interception return (Lin-
dell klck). 1:55.

Buf  Mia
First downs 16 25
1ot et Yaras 302 403
Rushes- 28105 26106
257 7
Punt Returns 40 651
Kickoff Returns 5173 7216
Interceptions et 105 00
teint 1930:0 25515
SO ards Lost 320 16
Punts 5450
Fumbles-Lost 32
Penalties-Yards ]
Time of Possession 30:19
INDIVIDUAL STaTisTics

Buftalo, Moulds 568, Evans
4110, Eunds 432, Neuleid 2.20, Reed 2-15,
Shelton 14, McGahee 1-4. Miami, Booker
596, Chambers 545, Giimore 344, Thomp:
Son 343 Nckfetacl 214, Mior 2-44, Martn
548, Lec 1115 Konrad 113, King 1-6

Miissed field goal—Buffalo, Lindell 38 (WL).

Jets 29, Texans 7

Houston 0700-7
NY. Jets 716-29
rst Quarter
NY—FG Brien 41 5

NowESaes i Brotun i, 445.

ird Quarter
NY—Martin & run (Brien Kick, 7:59
ourth Quay
—Martin 5 pass from ennington (pass
e 50,
NY—Becht 2 pass from Pennington (Brien

NYZFG Brien 25, 2:09.
77,875

A
Hou  NY
First downs 13 26
Total Net Yards 230
Rushes-yards 2583
g 147
Eint Rdturns 12
Kickoff Returns 71290
Interceptions 120
p-Att:-Int 12252
Sacked-Yards Lost 210
Punts 3390
Fumbles-Lost 1
Penalties-Yards 5
ime of Possession
INDI

VIDUAL STATISTICS
ushing - Rouston. Gavts 155, Carr 4.1,
el g OO R Noris 0 New
York, thartin 25-154, ordan 11-69, Fenning-
g carr 12-252-157. New
York | Pcnnlngmnzo -27-1-155,
elving Houston, 'Adtnson, 7125,
Gaﬁneyz 1, Armslrung 17 Davis 14, Nor!
ew York, Sowell 5.3, WcCareins
57, Niar a0, S r 218,
Vioks 1 Becht -5 ol - .
Missed field goals—None.

Bears 24, Vikings 14

nesota 770 0-14
710 0 7-24

arter
from  Hutchinson

ct

First Qu:
Chi—Clark 6 pass
(Edinger kick), &47.
Min—Burleson 4 pass from Culpepper
(Andersen kick, 1119
uarter
Chi—FG Edinger 53, 11:22.
Robinson 40 pass from Culpepper
Andrsen KOS,
hi—Terrell 15 Dass from Hutchinson
(Emnger M0, 22
rter
3358 from_Hutchinson
AEdmger 0, foa

Min  chi
First downs 2 21
1otal Net Yards 01318

Sacked-vards Lost

umbles-Lost

enalties-Yards

ime of Possession
o

D 337 G4t 2. Chicage, Cark £,
TerreH 342 T onos 330, ass S5 Gaoe

1, Thomas
“Missed fieid goals—Minnesota, Andersen
38(WR. Chicage, Edinger 52 (SH).

Colts 51, Titans 24
Tennessee. 20 0 0-2
Indianapolis 7 14 10 10-51

Ind—FG Vander ag(g7 ey
n—Bel pass from Volek (Ander-

Ind-—Harrison 34 pass” from Manning
(Vanderéag(k\c ). 5:
‘Ten—Bennett 25 pass from Volek (Ander-

s0n kick), 3:
nd—James  run i Wenderiagt ek L33,
Ten—Bennett 48 pass from Volek (Ander-
son kick), :00.

Second Quarter
Stoldey >28. pass from  Manning
anderiant Roid, 505

Ind—Morris 68 blocked FG return (Vander-
jagt kick), 5:05.

1nd—FG Vanderagr
Ind—James 12 runng/andenagt Kick),

from  Mans

(Vande F‘a% (Kicd, 12:
G anaeqagm 65,

First downs.
Total Net Yards
Rushes-yards

Comp-Att
SO Varts Lost

nessee, C.Brown 19-
k 1 (mmus 1) |mmnapo»

12,
4-5, Mannin
ke (mmuss), Sorg\ﬁ(mmus 4),
- Tennessee, Volck, 21352260
daa iapolis,

g Temn Mason 679,
th, 431, Bennett 3 124, Kinney 325,
Troupe 3-1, Holcombe 1.6, Berlin 1. In
napolis Stidey 8152 Wajn

4-106, James 4
‘goal—Tennessee, Anderson

Rus
asm

Bengals 27, Ravens 26
Cincinnati 0 3 024-27
Baltimore _ 3314 6-26

First Quarter
Bal—FG Stover 20, Sa
ey
BaI—FG Stover 22, :04.
Thitd Quarter
Bal—C.] Ta{lof 1run (Stover kick), 8:13.
« EKB)|—MC ister 64 fumble return (Stover
ic
urth Quarter
Ci 7C Juhnsun 13 pass from Palmer (Gra-

am
< Cohnson 12 pass from Palmer (Gra-
ham g, 1039,
Bal—FG Stou
oushmandzadeh 9 pass from Paim-
T

—H
er (Graham ik,

i 34-:05.

et
A=69,6%.
cin  Bal
down, 23 21
Total Net Yards 453 35
Rushes-ya 298 3119
assin 35 16
punt Returns 18 2(4)
Kickoff Returns. 7148 5104
nterceptions Ret. 10 121
-Att-| 29361 19331
Sacked-Yards Lost 37 18
4383 4415
Fumbles-Lost 11 5

benalties-vards
ime of Possession 3121
INDIVIDUAL STATISTIC:
ing-_Cincinnat, R Johnson 19:56, W
ey iqushmandzadeh 116, paimar 2.7,
JJohnson 1.0, re, CTaylor 23-139)
White ¢-43 Boller> 10"
injatl, almer 29-36-1-382
PN

eiving innati, Houshmandzadeh
1071, Clonson 10 161, 161, Kelly .25 Schobel
e

oy

r 2-40, Mooré 2-9,
hite 1-(minus 2).

nati, Graham 53

Rams 16, 49ers 6

san Francisco
st.Lot

StL—FG Wilkint 5
SFFG T} Pelerson 51

3030-6
310 0 3-16
anr‘lef

d Quarter
S22 SRS oM Shendier (Wilkins
2o, !

S Wiking 5, 5.

SE st
First downs 9 19
Total Net Yards 160 350
Rushes-yards 2763 31136
ssing o7 Tl
Punt Retur 19
Kickoft Returns 31
Interceptions Ret.
Comp-Att-Int 10211
Sacked-Yards Lost 424
Bunts 6412
95t 00
e 635
B oktession 26:40
cs.
Barlow, 19-
Hicks 316 oy 11 ackson

6 Wilso Ratt
minys ), St Louis Sackson Seit8Ei:
oodspeed 2.4, Curtis 1 Haris 1

e 24 555 chandier
Ssan Francisco, Barlow 321

asle
150 Siack
e 218, Mc-

Buccaneels 217, Falcons 0

Atlanta 000 0-0
Tampa Bay 767 7-27
N First Quarter
‘TB—Pittman 4 run (Taylor kick), 7:05.
nd Quarter
TB—FG Taylor 50, 10:3
‘TB—FG Taylor 30, 1:06.
Third Quarter

. T%—Ga\loway 36 pass from Griese (Taylor
ich

Bt T e, vss.

§ A
First downs 13
Total Net Yards 255
Rushes-yar 28163
Passin 92
Punt Returr 213
Kickoff Returns 6138
Interceptions Re. 133
te-n 13303
Sacked-Vards Lost 523
5344

22

Pena\ues Vards o8

n
NOIIDUAL STATISTICS
S Atianta, Vick 8L, Dunn 1L
32, St mpa Bay, pitt’

stott 54, Smart 125, Griese

 asaing - Atlanta, vick 13- 272115, Moty
chaub ‘Tampa Bay, Griese
Recel % White 3-37, Price 2-30,
DU 2.9, i m 23, Jenkins 1123, Blakey
16, Cru
eauowayf 8 bitier a7 Pmmanz Holrl
ok L8 Alstotd 1-6
Missed field goais--Non

Panthers 32, Saints 21

carolina 1313 0 6-32
New Orleans 077 7-21
First Quarter
Gar—fa Kasay 0, 112

Gar—re K

Muhammad 1§'5ass from bethomme
e i
Gar—Goings & (Kasay e, 1201,
Car-fo K
N 13pass from Brooks (Carney
Kick),
Car—FG Kasay 25, :33.

Third Guarter
NO—Horn 24 pass from Brooks (Camey
kick), 6:33.
Fourth Quarter
car- say 21, 131
Car: 1, 21

NO—! suuwnr(n 25 pass from Brooks (Car-
ney icky

car  NoO
First downs 25 15
Total Net Yards 401 280
Rushes-yards 2132 1130
ing 29 250
Punt Returns 30 24
Kickoff Returns 387 9237
Interceptions Ret 23 09
omp-Att-I 22250 20-402
Sacked-Yards Lost 425 11
unt 3437 5418
Fumbles-Lost 2

Penalties-Yards o

f Possessi
INDIVE
iing—Carolina, comgs b2, Hoover
410, nemomme w Ofleans, McAlster
g2 Brooks 4
assing —Carolina, Delhomme 22-29-0-294.

New Ofichns, i Bmoks 20-40-2-251
cceiving— Muhammad lors,
Gaings 648, Manaum' 221, Hoo

SO0 Broah 1 New Oeans, o
8160, Stallworth 3.4, Willame .24 Bathon
212, Conwell 1 Kamey ister 1-1,

Sleckerl(mmus 1
sed field goals—None.

Patriots 42, Browns 15

New England 14 721 0-42
Cleveland 070 8-15
First Quarter
| NE=B.Johnson 83 Kickoff return (Vinatieri
ick),
R Biion 4 run (Vinatieri i, 16.
Second

NE=Dillon 1 ranVnatr: KCK,
Cle-Bryant 16 pass from McCown (Daw-
son kick)

hird Quarter
Je-eay a1 fumble retam Vinatierl ),
NE—Faulk 42 run (Vinatieri kick), 7:28.

o E-patten 44 pass from brady (Vinater

Fourth Quarter
ryant 40 pass from McCown (Heiden

Cle—8
pass from McCown), 10:02.

A-73,028.

NE  Cle

First downs 7 15
Total Net Yards a2
Rushes-yards 50-225

assin 187

unt 35

ickoff Returns 3134
nterceptions Ret. 20

omp-Att-Int 14261
acked-vards Lost 216

obb:
1(minus 7). ' Clevelar
12 15 zchemanau; 32 VicEown 111, North-

New England. 8rady 12-20-L157,
6044 Cleveland,

ing N , Patten 374, Giv-
z 19, Fauria 125 BJohnson
5% G ahan anch 113, Weaver 1-7,
Fak T3 Slveland, Bryant 7. 115, Nur\hcut(
593, Echemandu 3:25, Green 3-24, Held

Missed field goals—None.

Chiefs 34, Raiders 27

Kansas City 7 31410-34
Oakiand LERES

k£ ik urak o 3,
R “Blaylock 20 pass from Green (Tynes

e, 418,
Oak—FG Janikowski 36, Lo,

2k Curry 34pass from Eofins Ganikows-
i kick), 5:

ak—Poner 51 pass from Collins (Jau
kows! 558,
KC—FG Wnes

KC—lohnson Sun K?ynes kick), 10:
oKC~Johnson 10 pass Trom arcen Cynes

Fourth Quarter
5 Gurny 26 pass from Collins Uanikows-
i
K Ties 22, 69,
KEKennison 70 pass from Green (Tynes
Kick), Z:04
292,
KC  oak
First downs 29 16
Total Net Yards 50 364
Rushes-yards 36163 10:30
Ssing 34 333
It R 1 0-0

5
mmvlnun STATISTICS

—Kansas _City, Johnson_20-118,
Blag\ock‘ 12-37, Green 4

. oakiand, zareou
as 2-14, Redmond 1-2," Collins

Green 23-35-1-340.
43,

, Kennison 8149,
37, Gonzalez 332,

sas

Rlchardson 121 phs jorton 1-

Qadand. Curry 5-141, Redmand 545, Porter

87 Faraas 317, Zereoue 218, Crockett

2z stone 115, Gavriel 111, Te. Johnson 1-9.
issed field goals—None.

Chargers 20, Broncos 17

0.7010-17
S biego 0103 0-20

So—Tomlinsor & S (eaeging Kck), 1201,
Second Quarter

Den—Bell 16 run (Elam kick), 13:27.

$B~Tomiinson 1 run (Kacding kick),

SD—FG Kaccing 23,40

SD—FG Kaeding 25,5 Lt u

Den— Droughr\sdrun (E\am kick), 14:18.
DenFG Elam 3

First downs st 14
Total Net Yards
Rushes-yards
Passing

Punt Returns

Interceptions Ret.
Comp-Att-Int
Sacked-Yards Lost
Punts

Penam ard

e o

INDIVIDUAL sunsﬂcs
ou

®)

plummer  16-40-4-278.
sandi 5 14-27-1106.

Receivi E Denver, Lelie 4:105, Smith 4.76,

ths 35 Watis 3.23, Putzler 138, Car’

swell’1-0. San biego, Tom/inson 5-17. Parker
ecle 1.6
(W),

ington 7 T =
Was—portis LT (e, 5:47.
Second

Was—Portis 4 pass
Kick), 4:4.
Was—Royal 9 pass from Ramsey (Hall
Kick), 41.
arter

Third é}u
‘Was—FG Hall 46, 5:38.
5_;‘(*Ward 92 kickoff return (Christie kick),
i Fourth Quarter
Was—Cooley 6 pass from Ramsey (Hall

ik, L2
812,

rom Ramsey (Hall

First dow
Total Net Vards

Comp-Att-Int
Sacked-Yards Lost
Fumbles-Lost
penalties-vards
ime of Possession
INDIVIDUAL sunsm:s
oushing.-New York, Barber
ot e et Rarnsey

Stminus 0 .
York, Mannin
washlnr;fan, Ramsey 19

O3] Caranir 237 %oyaus Ko-
1 &b Mccams o

ne.
Eagles 47, Packers 17
Fhiadeiphia 4 8Y°H

First
pri—owens 41 Sass ko McNabb (Akers
Kick), 5:57.

nd Quar

Phi—Westbrosk 5" SAss rom  MeNabb
(Akers kick), 1

Phi—Westbrook 41 pass from McNabb
(akers kick, 537,
o I-Smith © pass from McNabb (Akers
ic

Phi—Westbrook 12 pass from McNabb
(Rkers Kick), 18,

516 Longuwel 40,:02.Drive: 11 plays, 58

i gger

2,
57

FG Akt
X rm uarter
Phi—FG Akers 22, 11115,
o pass rom Nall (Longwell
Kick), 8:26,

GB-Walker 17 pass from Nall (Longwell
Kick), 2:21,
A—67,123.
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Seattle, Dallas still see a way into playoffs

NFC parity, or mediocrity, keeps most teams alive

BY TIM KORTE

The Associated Press

SEATTLE — Who are the real
Seattle Seahawks? The team that
flattened opponents in the open-
ing weeks of the season? Or the
team that fell flat in last week-
end’s 38-9 loss to Buffalo? Coach
Mike Holmgren can't say, but he
knows it’s time to get serious.

“For us to win and reach our
goals, our key guys have to step
up now,” he said. “If they haven’t
already stepped up, they’ve got to
step up now. By that, I mean not
to try hard but to execute. Make
the play.”

The Seahawks (6-5) are hardly
the only NFL team facing an iden-
tity crisis.

Going into Monday night's

, the S and

game, Seattle its oppo-
nent in some ways. The Dallas
Cowboys (4-7) opened with high
hopes after reaching the playoffs
last season upon the arrival of vet-
eran coach Bill Parcells.

Then, splat! Just like Seattle.

The Seahawks were 3-0 and led
NFC West rival St. Louis 27-10 in
the fourth quarter of a 33-27 over-
time loss on Sept. 26. Dallas blew
a 20-17 lead at the 3-minute
mark, fumbling away a 24-20 loss
to Pittsburgh on Oct. 17.

“Both of these teams have had
a couple of very disappointing
losses,” Parcells said. “The psy-
chology of losses can have a big ef-
fect on a team. Games that looked
like they were in hand got away
from both of these teams.”

Cowboys remain in contention for
the NFC playoffs with five weeks
remaining in the regular season.

Parity is the norm and only
Philadelphia looks like a bona
fide contender in the NFC, espe-
cially after Atlanta’s 27-0 loss at
Tampa Bay. That means Seattle
and Dallas have decent odds of
reaching the postseason.

“There are a couple of teams
that are out there distancing them-
selves and playing  well,”
Holmgren said. “Then there are a
bunch of us still trying to figure
out what’s going on.”

Parcells picked 41-year-old
Vinny Testaverde to start at quar-
terback instead of rookie Drew

Henson, who couldn’t move the
team and had an interception re-
turned for a TD in a Thanksgiv-
ing Day victory over Chicago.

Like Seattle, the Cowboys don’t
have to be perfect down the
stretch. Just consistent.

“All you have to do is try to play
well,” Parcells said when asked
what he told his team. “I don’t
talk about anything else. Try to
play well now. That's the singular
thing I've talked to them about.”

Holmgren chose the motivation-
al route, telling his players about
the San Francisco 49ers of 1988.
That team was just 6-5, then won
four straight in the final five
weeks, won twice in the NFC play-
offs and then won the Super
Bowl.

“It's time to make that move
right now,” said Seahawks receiv-
er Jerry Rice, a star on that 49ers
squad. “There’s a big sense of ur-
gency. We're going to pick it up
and start working on all cylinders
and get the job done.”

The Seahawks have converted
only 34 percent of their
third-down attempts after leading
the NFL last season at 47 percent.
Their young defense has been
thinned by injuries at linebacker
and struggled with confidence.

“Look at our defensive roster
and who was starting, particular-
ly now with some of the young
guys,” Holmgren said.

“They’re more susceptible to
having doubt creep in and losing
some of that swagger or confi-
dence.”
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GB  Phi
First downs 20 29
Total Net Yards 209 582
Rushes-yard 1850 2093
Passing 199 429
Punt Returns 11 669
Kickoff Returr 8114 460
Interceptions Ret, 00 28
Comp-Att-Int 22:402 32450
Sacked ‘Yards Lost 527 415
8451 3417
Fimbles-Lost 20 21
Penalties-Yards 1299 g8
ime of Possession s e
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
ing— Bay, Green 11-37, Fisher

). Phila-
765, Westbrook 12:37
uis L1, owers Lhinis

Favre' 14-28:2-131,
&wlpma‘ McNabb

Green Bay, Walker 7:72 Fergu-
333, Gréen s

Ru: reen
210, Davenport 4-4,bijver L-(minus D).
delphia, Levens

Gle

wis 225, Levens 2-14,
Niissed field goals-None.

Steelers 17, Jaguars 16

Pittsburgh 110y
Jacksonville 1063

irst Qua
Pitward 37 pass o Roethiisberger
®eedKick) S
s 22 pass from Leftwich
(scobee Kick) 203

Pt Riomersrog 38 pacs om Rocthlsberg-
er (Reed K, 1.

Jac—FG Scobes 20.
Jac—FG Scobee

Sacked:Vards Lost
Punts
mbles-Lost
Penalties-Yards
Time of Possession 5:23
INDIVIDUAL STaTISTIGS
ng:-Pittsburgh, staley 1751, Roeth,
SDerGar do, BoNOn17, Parker 12 Ward
10, Jacksonville, FTay lor 2176, Fuama:
trbalatala 2, Lefiwicn -
— pitts} Roethlisherger
21, lazksami]le‘ Leftwich 16-27-0-

ttsburgh, Randle El 571,

2, Riemersma 126, Park.
jacksonville, T.Edwards 5-90, . Tay-
Smith 4-82, Yoder 1-56, Wilford

“Missed field goals—lacksonville, Scobee
32 (WR), 60 (WR:
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Redskins break out throttle Glants

But does victory
over slumping
foe mean much?

BY JOSEPH WHITE
The Associated Press

LANDOVER, Md. — Joe Gibbs
finally devised a game plan that
‘worked. Clinton Portis was finally
both exciting and flamboyant,
running for 148 yards and don”
ning a championship belt.

What does it all mean? It's hard
to tell. The opponent was the New
York Giants, a team with a
five-game losing streak, a rookie
quarterback and three of its open-
ing-day starters absent from the
defensive line.

The Washington Redskins beat
the Giants 31-7 on Sunday, break-
ing the 20-point barrier for the
first time this season with the
kind of clinical performance ex-
pected when the Hall of Fame
coach ended his retirement.

“It was kind of one of those
nights,” Gibbs said. “Can we do it
more than once? That's the ques-
tion now.”

The answer comes next week
against the NFC’s dominant team,
the Philadelphia Eagles, but for
now the Redskins (4-8) are con-
tent to celebrate a victory that
snapped a three-game losing
streak during which they scored a
combined 23 points.

“Now we know we can do it,”
Portis said. “It's just getting
there. We couldn’t get everything
clicking. We couldn’t have our
passing game. We couldn’t have
our running game. It was always
something. But this week we got
to stick with our game plan.”

The key was Portis, whose
workload had diminished during
the losmg streak. He had only six
carries in last week’s loss at Pitts-
burgh, but Gibbs gave him the
ball on the first five plays against
the Giants and 31 times in the
game. The Redskins are 4-0 when
Portis runs for 100 yards, 0-8
when he doesn’t.

“I think after a couple of weeks

Washington's Rod Gardner is gang-tackled in the first half of Sunday’s 31-7 defeat of the New York Giants.

of us not doing very well with the
running game, T think he was real-
ly fired up,” Gibbs said. “A lot of
things that haven’t been going
well for us during the year went
well for us tonight.”

As he walked off the field, Por-
tis wore a fighter’s championship
belt, just as he did after rushing
for five TDs for Denver last year
against Kansas City, when he pro-
claimed himself rushing champi-
on above Priest Holmes.

“This week, they’ve been talk-
ing about Tiki Barber being the
best back in the NFL,” said Por-
tis, who has 1,093 yards on the
season. “I think I'm the best back
in the NFL. I haven’t had the op-
portunity — we haven'’t really got
rolling. But when we get going,
T'm going to prove to be worth ev-
erything.”

‘And, by the way, Portis also de-
fied convention by wearing red
socks with his uniform.

“Pll probably get fined, but
white socks have been killing us,
man,” Portis said. “I had to go out
and change my outfit. If you're
not looking sweet, you really can’t
play too sweet.”

The Redskins led 21-0 at half-
time and scored 20 points in a
game for the first time in 13
games, endmg their longest such
drought since the 1930s. Patrick
Ramsey, making his third start
since Mark Brunell was benched,
completed 19 of 22 passes for 174
yards and three touchdowns.

The Giants (5-7) didn’t put up
much resistance. Derrick Ward’s
92-yard kickoff return in the third
quarter was their only score.

No. 1 overall draft pick Eli Man-
ning fell to 0-3 as a starter, com-
pleting 12 of 25 passes for 113
yards. Manning has led just one
‘touchdown drive in three games,
but coach Tom Coughlin said the
rookie will continue to start.

“We physically got whipped up
front on both sides of the ball. ... T
don’t see anybody who’s not try-
ing at all. I see frustration out
there,” Coughlin said. “I don’t
think anybodys more frustrated
than I am.

The defensive line, already
missing Michael Strahan and
Keith Washington for the season,
played without tackle Norman
Hand because of a groin injury.
The Giants had just seven first
downs and 145 total yards. Bar-
ber rushed for 38 yards on 15 car-
ries. Jeff Feagles had a punt
blocked by Walt Harris, setting
up Washington’s third touch:
down. Jeremy Shockey caught
just three passes.

“It’s frustrating because I don’t
like being an average player,”
Shockey said. “I know I'm not an
average player in this league, but
it seems like I am now.”
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Big Ben, Steelers closing in on AFC North

Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Ben Roeth-
lisherger, left, looks for a receiver during
the third quarter against the Jacksonville
Jaguars Sunday.

BY MARK LONG
The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Ben Roethlis-
berger has practiced the same scenario
nearly every day since training camp.

He has 1:47 remaining, no timeouts and
needs a field goal to win.

No wonder he made it look so easy Sun-
day night.

by a rookie quarterback. “I want to have
control of the outcome of the game.”

He had plenty of help, too.

Lee Mays made two huge catches, Reed
drilled the kick and coach Bill Cowher ef-
fectively managed the clock.

Cowher used all three timeouts before
the 2-minute warning as Jacksonville was
driving for the go-ahead field goal, preserv-
ing plenty of time for hlS offense.

The rookie quarterback
drive that set up Jeff Reed’s 37-yard ﬁeld
goal with 18 seconds to play that gave the
Pittsburgh Steelers a 17-16 victory over
Jacksonville and extended their winning
streak to 10 games.

“It's something special what he’s doing,”
guard Alan Faneca said. “Is a rookie quar-
terback supposed to win a game like that
on the road in a hostile environment in
prime time? Probably not. That says a lot
about him. He’s special.”

The drive covered 56 yards in six plays
after Josh Scobee made a 36-yard field
goal with 1:55 left to put the Jags ahead.

Roethhsberger was 3-forf-4 for 39 yards
on the winning drive, and his only incom-
pletion came on a spike after he calmly let
the clock run down to leave the Jaguars
with little time for a comeback.

“Iwant the ball in my hands,” said Roeth-
lisberger, who set a record for most wins

got much of
the credit.

“He did a phenomenal job standing in
the pocket and staying composed,” receiv-
er Hines Ward. “That’s one of his charac-
teristics.”

Roethlisberger was 14-for-17 for 221
yards and two touchdowns. He also ran for
40 yards after three rather sluggish games
in an otherwise brilliant first season.

Jacksonville (6-6) had one last shot after a
19-yard completion from Byron Leftwich to
Jimmy Smith, which gave Scobee a shot at a
60-yarder. It fell just short and wide right.

“I'thought I'had it, but it doesn’t matter if
you miss it by 100 feet or 1 foot,” Scobee
said.

The Steelers (10-1) are one win from
clinching the AFC North and hold a tie-
breaker for home-field advantage in the
AFC over the New England Patriots. They
also hold a four-game lead over Baltimore
with four games left.

Jacksonville, which could have moved
into a tie with Baltimore and Denver for
the final AFC wild-card spot, lost its third
in a row and remains a game behind those
two. The Jaguars have had 11 of their 12
games decided in the final minute.

Pittsburgh scored touchdowns on its
first two possessions, but was held without
a point for the rest of the game until the
final drive.

In the first three quarters, the Jags
moved inside the Pittsburgh 15 three
times, but came out with only six points —
Scobee missed a 32-yard field-goal attempt
in the second quarter and made two others.

“It was as tough a loss as we’ve had since
the AFC championship game in 1999, said
Smith, who has been with the Jaguars
since their founding as an expansion team
10 seasons ago.

The Jaguars tied it at 7 when Leftwich
connected with Troy Edwards for a
22-yard score.

Pittsburgh made it 14-7 on Roethlisberg-
er’s 26-yard pass to tight end Jay Riemers-
ma to cap a 72-yard drive.

“It’s frustrating that we didn’t get the job
done when we pulled ahead,” Jags coach
Jack Del Rio said. “There were a lot of dif-
ferent ways the game could have ended in
our favor. It didn’t happen. We didn’t come
in here to play close. We came in here to
win.”

Bengals stun |

Green leads Chiefs’

Ravens with
comeback

BY DAVID GINSBURG
The Associated Press

BALTIMORE — Carson Palm-
er had the type of game the Cin-
cinnati Bengals envisioned when
they made him the top pick in the
2003 draft: 382 yards passing,
three touchdowns and one uplift-
ing comeback victory.

The fact that it occurred
against the Baltimore Ravens
made his performance that much
more impressive — and the win
much sweeter.

Palmer threw for 200 yards
and three in the

Cincinnati Bengals quarterback Carson Palmer, left, is protected by his
line as he waits in the pocket to pass during the fourth quarter.

found their way into the arms of
T.J. F

fourth quarter, and the Bengals
rallied from a 17-point deficit to
beat the Ravens 27-26 on Sunday.

Shayne Graham kicked a
24-yard field goal as time ex-
pired, giving Cincinnati its first
win in Baltimore in eight tries
since 1996.

“It was important to do this
against a division team, and to ex-
orcise another demon here,” said
Bengals second-year coach Marv-
in Lewis, Baltimore’s defensive
coordinator from 1996-0:

It also was Cincinnati’s first
road victory against a team with a
winning record since 1990, and

and Chad
Johnson.

“For us, that was uncharacteris-
tic,” Ravens defensive coordina-
tor Mike Nolan said.

Matt Stover’s fourth field goal
put the Ravens up 26-24 with 1:42
left, but Palmer calmly drove Cin-
cinnati (6-6) into position for the
winning kick, covering 60 yards
in seven plays.

A 32-yard pass to Housh-
mandzadeh and a 22-yarder to
Johnson were the key plays in the
drive.

Palmer, a second-year pro,
went 29-for-36 in compiling a ca-
reer high in passing yardage.
had 10 catches

marked the d-bi t come-
back on the road in franchise his-
tory — second only to an 18-point
rally in 1996 against Baltimore.
The comeback came against a
defense that entered the game
tied for the NFL lead in fewest
points allowed, and for three quar-
ters the Ravens played up to that
billing. But a 20-3 advantage dis-
appeared under a barrage of
Palmer passes, most of which

for 171 yards, and Johnson
amassed 161 yards on 10 recep-
tions.

“T.J. was making plays. Chad
was making plays,” Palmer said.

“And when you give your quar-
terback a chance to throw the ball
like that, against probably the
best front seven in this game,
those guys are going to get open.
The O-line played lights out, and
we ended up winning.”

Before Sunday, the Bengals
had been outscored 73-50 in the
fourth quarter.

“Our goal is to make the play-
offs, and we couldn’t have lost
this game and still had that goal,”
Houshmandzadeh said.

After scoring 58 points a week
earlier against Cleveland, the
Bengals could muster only a field
goal through the opening 45 min-
utes. But Palmer brought Cincin-
nati back.

“I think that was definitely a

breakout game for him,” Bengals
guard Eric Steinbach said. “He
just led the huddle. We had to
score quick, and that’s what we
did.”
Chester Taylor ran for 139
yards and a touchdown in place of
the injured Jamal Lewis, but it
wasn’t enough for the Ravens
(7-5) because Palmer was too
good.

“He’s a gifted young athlete,
he’s playing well, very poised,”
said Ravens coach Brian Billick,
who conceded that Baltimore’s
bid to reach the playoffs took a se-
vere blow.

rally over Raiders

BY JANIE MCCAULEY
The Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif. — The Kan-
sas City Chiefs watched Oakland
celebrate several big plays early
in the game, and they got angry.

Then, Trent Green took over
and nobody could get him to brag
about it.

Questionable all week because
of sore ribs, Green almost sin-
gle-handedly brought the Chiefs
back in the second half. He com-
pleted 14 of 15 passes after half-
time for 229 of his 340 yards and
connected with Eddie Kennison
for a tiebreaking 70-yard touch-
down with 2:04 left in Kansas
City’s 34-27 victory over the Raid-
ers on Sunday.

“From the overall game man-
agement standpoint, it was my
best game,” said Green, who
didn’t know for sure until Friday
that he would play.

Green completed his first 12
passes after halftime, and his
only incomplete toss was batted
down by Sam Williams.

“Trent did a beautiful job,”
coach Dick Vermeil said. “Some-
times I take him for granted be-
cause you see him do so many
wonderful things. T don’t know if
any quarterback has played a bet-
ter second half of football than he
played today.”

Kennison’s winning catch
came at the 35, then he ran out of
the grasp of rookie safety Stuart
Schweigert. The Chiefs (4-8)
scored on all four of their sec-
ond-half possessions to end a
four-game losing streak.

Kennison finished with eight
catches for 149 yards.

Johnson scored two sec-
ond-half touchdowns, on a S-yard
run and a 10-yard reception from
Green. Johnson was given the
game ball and was praised by gen-
eral manager Carl Peterson.

“A ot of people in the media
said I couldn’t do what I did
today,” said Johnson, the team’s
top draft pick in 2003. “T knew if T
got the opportunity, I could do
something.”

Raiders quarterback Kerry Col-
lins earned cheers for once from
Oakland’s unforgiving fans, but
couldn’t pull off a victory in the
waning seconds as he did a week
ago in a thrilling 25-24 win at Den-
ver in the snow. Collins was
sacked in Oakland’s final drive
and also threw four incomplete
passes.

The Raiders (4-8) haven’t won
athome since beating Tampa Bay
in Week 3.

Collins connected with Ronald
Curry for two of his three touch-
down passes and was 27-for-41
for 343 yards without an intercep-
tion.

Curry had TD receptions of 34
and 26 yards for the Raiders be-
fore being carted off with 5:46 re-
maining with what is probably a
torn left Achilles’ tendon. Je
Porter caught a S1-yard scoring
pass.

Curry was having a career
game when he took a hard hit
from safety Willie Pile on a
22-yard catch with 5:46 left in the
fourth quarter.

Curry had nine catches for a ca-
reer-high 141 yards — a Raiders’
season high — and two touch-
downs. He was scheduled to have
an MRI on Monday.



. December 8, 2004 - STARS AND STRIPES

3 )

Eagles ascend
to new heights on
McNabb’s five TDs
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San Diego Chargers quarterhack Drew Brees is hit from bel
fourth quarter of the Chargers 20-17 victory Sunday in San Diego. Brees fumbled but San Diego recovered.

Defense sparks Chargers

San Diego controls AFC West after reining in Broncos | *

BY BERNIE WILSON
The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Drew Brees
doesn’t have to win every game
for the San Diego Chargers.

On a cold, wet afternoon when
San Diego’s quarterback wasn’t
his usual precise self, the defense
came up huge in the Chargers’
blggest game in a decade.

he Chargers — yes, the Charg-
ers — are in control of the AFC
West after escaping with a 20-17
victory over the Denver Broncos
on Sunday. San Diego’s defense
saved the day by intercepting
Jake Plummer four times, includ-
ing in the end zone in the closing
minutes, and LaDainian Tomlin-
son ran for two touchdowns.

“Our _defense carried us
today,” Tomlinson said. “They
were the reason we won this

o

game.
The Chargers (9-3) clinched
their first winning season since
1995 and took a two-game lead in
the division over Denver (7-5).
ow all that's left for Tomlin-
son, Brees, Antonio Gates and
rest of the Chargers to do in this
surprising season is to clinch a
playoff berth, which they haven’t
done since 1995.

San Diego is on a six-game win-
ning streak for the first time since
going 6-0 to open the 1994 season,
when it made its only Super Bowl
appearance. Overall, the Charg-
ers have won eight of nine.

Brees, the biggest reason be-
hind the Chargers’ turnaround
from last year’s NFL-worst 4-12
record, had his least-productive
game of the season. He complet-
ed just 14 of 27 passes for 106
yards and no touchdowns. His
club-record streak of 194 passes
without an interception ended in
the first quarter when he over-
threw Gates and was picked off
by Kenoy Kennedy.

Points were hard to come by in
this game, but true to the teams’
AFL roots, it wasn’t boring.

The Chargers scored only three
points in the second half, when
they were bailed out by their de-
fense.

The biggest play came with
3:39 left after the Broncos drove
to the Chargers’ 7-yard line. Safe-
ty Jerry Wilson intercepted Plum-
mer’s pass in the end zone after
cornerback Drayton Florence —
who had an interception in the
opening minutes — tipped a fade
pass intended for Rod Smith.

d by Denver Broncos’ John Lynch during the

AP

“I was telling those corner-
backs, ‘Be and just get

BY DAN GELSTON
The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Donovan
McNabb insisted his best is yet to

come.

It's sure going to be tough to
top his performance Sunday in
the Philadelphia Eagles’ 47-17 vic-
tory over Green Bay.

McNabb threw a career-high
five touchdown passes, had a
team-record 464 yards passing
and completed his flrst 14 passes.

“Week in and week out, we're
out to get better. We're working
on different things,” McNabb
said. “Our expectations are at the
highest point, which is to win the
Super Bowl. I don’t think you can
get any higher than that.

“We haven’t played that per-
fect game yet. We hope it comes
at the right time.”

The NFC East champion Ea-
gles are 11-1 for the third time in
team history.

Brian Westbrook had 11 catch-
es for 156 yards and three TDs,
and Terrell Owens caught eight
passes for 161 yards and one

McNabb finished 32-for-42 and
broke the passing record held by
Rdnddll Cunmnghdm (447 yards

a hand on the ball,’ ” Wilson said.
“Especially in this weather, it was
bound to happen.”

Florence was making just his
second start of the season because
cornerback Sammy Davis is out in-
definitely with a leg injury.

“I just played through his
hands and read his eyes and
made a big play,” Florence said.

Plummer said throwing the
fade route was just one of his op-
tions on the play.

“It was a jump-ball situation. I
trust Rod. He went up there and
almost had it. I wish I handed the
ball off but you can’t go back,”
Plummer said.

One drive earlier, the Broncos
drove to the 14 but had to settle
for Jason Elam’s 31-yard field
goal after Jamar Fletcher and
Clinton Hart batted down passes
by Plummer.

Tomlinson finished with 113
yards on 30 carries, pushing him
past the 1,000 yard mark for the
fourth straight season.

Plummer threw for 278 yards,
but completed just 16 of 40 passes.
for no touchdowns.

“We spread the ba].l around Ev-
eryone contributed,” McNabb
said. “We sent that message out
that week in and week out we
come ready to play.”

Since losing to Pittsburgh 27-3
last month, the Eagles have won
four in a row by at least 20 points,
their  opponents

“T don‘l think any defense can
stop us,” Westbrook said. “The
thing lhal is going to stop is our-
selves.

It certainly wasn’t Green Bay.

Phlladelphla snapped  Green
Bay's six-game winning streak,
but the Packers (7-5) remained
tied with Minnesota for first place
in the NFC North.

Brett Favre threw two intercep-
tions that led to Philadelphia’s
first two scores. His streak of
games with a TD pass was
snapped at 36, second in NFL his-
tory to Johnny Unitas’ 47 straight.

“I don’t think that we put up
much effort or that we put up
‘much of a game going up against
them, but they are pretty damn
good,” Favre sai

A rematch of a thnllmg playoff

PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER/KRT

Safety Brian Dawkins celebrates
Sunday after making one of the

Eagles’ two interceptions against
Packers quarterback Brett Favre.

game 11 months ago, this one
never lived up to the hype. The
Eagles scored four TDs in the sec-
ond quarter, led 35-3 at halftime
and rested most of their starters
in the fourth quarter.

They made their mark in the
team record book before that.

‘Owens and Westbrook gave the
Eagles two 150-yard receivers in
a game for the first time since
1962. Owens set the team record
for TD receptions in a season
(14), snapping a tie with Hall of
Famer Tommy McDonald (twice)
and Mike Quick. Owens also
broke the team record with his
seventh 100-yard game.

“I just thank God for Donovan.
It's special. I can't put into words
what he means 10 me,” Owens

McNdbb threw TD passes of 41
yards to Owens; 9, 41 and 12
yards to Westbrook; and a 6-yard-
er to LJ. Smith. David Akers
kicked four field goals in the sec-
ond half.

Eagles coach Andy Reid broke
Greasy Neale’s franchise record
with his 67th win in his sixth sea-
son in Philadelphia. Reid is 67-34,
with three trips to the NFC title
game, in six seasons.

Favre finished 14-for-29 for
131 yards. Running back Ahman
Green wasn’t a factor in his first
game after sitting out with
bruised ribs last week.

Sunday’s NFL stars:
Quarterbacks

er-high
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Bonds, Giambi, Sheffield
unlikely to be punished
by MLB, Page 32

BCS leaves victims helpless

here are conflicts of interest.

And then there’s the Bowl Cham-

pionship Series.

The BCS is to college football
what Tony Soprano is to waste hauling in
New Jersey — a monopoly turning a tidy
profit by cleaning up messes without dith-
ering over who gets hurt along the way.

This season’s victims were Auburn and
California. Last season’s was Southern Cali-
fornia. In past seasons, Oregon, Colorado,
Kansas State, Miami and a few other
schools got the back of the BCS hand.

All got sympathy notes, too, and promis-
es the beatings would stop.

But the only thing that's changed since
the BCS hijacked the postseason in 1998 is
the name of the victims.

The power brokers of six major confer-
ences, four big bowls and their television

partners forced their
way into the business
by promising to
match the Nos. 1 and
2 teams in a national
championship game.
Instead of a real com-
petition — a playoff —
to determine those
two teams, the BCS
did math problems
until their heads hurt,
kept their fingers
crossed until they suf-
fered cramps, tink-
ered with the formula every offseason and
then did more crowing about their handi-
work than they had a right to.

“The bottom line is whatever formula
we have is going to be the target of some

Jim Litke

significant criticism at the end of the day,”
said BCS coordinator Kevin Weiberg, also
the Big 12 commissioner.

Maybe that’s because the formula never
worked.

It wasn’t devised to handle the possibili-
ty that three teams from major conferenc-
es would finish undefeated, which hap-
pened this season for the first time. Under
the BCS formula, USC and Oklahoma meet
in the Orange Bowl for the national champi-
onship, and Auburn is left to take its frus-
trations out on Virginia Tech in the Sugar
Bowl.

“It's not a perfect system,” Auburn
coach Tommy Tuberville said, “and if it
was we'd all be happy today.”

But at least the BCS cushioned the blow.
In exchange for dashing their title hopes,
the BCS shunted the Tigers to a glamour

bowl and a payoff of between $14 million
and $17 million. Cal and coach Jeff Ted-
ford barely got a parting gift.

The Golden Bears finished fourth in
both the human polls, one spot ahead of
Texas. But they trailed the Longhorns in
the computer rankings by a wide enough
margin to finish one spot behind in the
BCS standings.

A fifth-place finish should have been
enough to earn Cal a spot in one of four
major bowls. But that won't happen this
time around because of two previous BCS
conflicts of interest. The first was guaran-
teeing places for the major conference win-
ners that founded the BCS, even though
Big East champion Pitt, Big Ten champ
Michigan and ACC winner Virginia Tech
were less deserving.

SEE BCS ON PAGE 33
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Chargers running back LaDainian Tomlinson, who ran for 113 yards and two touchdowns, celebrates San Diego’s victory over Denver.
The Chargers secured their first winning season since 1994 and have a two-game lead in the AFC West. See Page 39 for details.

Chargersiaimingihigh
after sixthistraight win

3

McNahh keeps Eagles
on high with 5 TDs
against Packers
Page 39

Steelers close to
wrapping up AFC North
with win over Jaguars
Page 38

Richardson makes sure Suns’ dry spell isn’t long reess _[J[III1
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